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U3 TpaBbl BBIVIAHyJA KypuaBasd OeslOKypas TOJIOBa,
JIBa IPKO-CHHUX 171232, U IOCIBIIIAJICS CEPAUTHIN IIEOT:

— Basnpka.. Baspka.. ga 3amos3ali JKe ThI, HIOJI,
crpaBa! 3amnoszay ¢ 3ajy, a TO OH y-4-yeT.

[ycrple JlOmyxXy 3allleBeIIUINCh, ¥ 10 KX KOJIBIXaB-
IIUMCS BepXyIIKaM MOXKHO OBLIO JIOTaZiaThCsA, UTO KTO-TO
OCTOPOKHO ITOJI3€T II0 3eMJIE.

Bnpyr Oesokypas rosoBa OXOTHHKA OIISITh BBIHBIPHYJIA
u3 TpaBel. CBHUCTHysIAa IyLIeHHAas cCTpeja M, IJIyXO CTYK-
HYBIINCH O JOCKU I'HUJIOrO 3a60pa, ymasa.

Bosbmioi, >KUpHBIA KOT HCIYTaHHO PBAHYJICS Ha KpBI-
Iy TOKPWBUBIIEHCSA OAaHW W CTPEMHUTEIBHO HCYE3 B OKHE
Jepaaka.

— [Jy-ypak... 3x, Tbl! — Heroays, IIpOTOBOPWJ OXOT-
HUK NOJHUMAIOIIEMYyCsl ¢ 3eMJId ToBapuimyy. — fI »xe Tebe
ropopwsa — 3amoi3ail. Tam ObI ¢ 337y Kak ymoOHO, a Te-
Iepb Ha-KO, BBIKyCH... Kor/ia ero onsTe ycjiequmns.

— 3amosmsan 661 cam, fAmka. Tam kpanuBa, 1 U TO JBa
pasa obskercs.

— Kpanusa! Korma Ha oxoTe, TO TyT He [0 KpPaIlUBBL.
Tebe ObI e1rje MOJIOBUK II0I0CT/IATD.

— A pa3s oHa xxercs!



— Tak T neperepnu. Ilouemy xe A-TO TepIUII... XO-
Yelb, 51 ceffuyac rojiol pykod ee cOpBYy U He CMOpPTrHy Jia-
xke? Bpy, mymaeninb?

flmka BEITED BIJIAXKHYIO PYKY, BBIIEPHYT OOJIBIION
KPAIUBHBIA KyCT U, HEECTECTBEHHO IIWPOKO BBUIYNHB IJIa-
3a, CIIPOCUJI, TOPKECTBYA:

— Hy uTo, cMOpPruy? X ThI, HIOHA.

— S He HIOHA BOBCe, — OOMMKEHHO OTBETHJI Basb-
ka. — fI Toxxe MoOry, TOJIbKO He X0uy.

— A THI 3ax0TH... Hy-Ka, cy1ab0 3aX0TeTh?

Becnymruaroe kypHOcoe su1io Basbku nokpacHesio; He
MIPUHATDH BBI30BA OH TENEPH HE MOT.

OH mojolllesT K KpaluBe, 3akosiebasics ObLIO, HO, IIO-
YyBCTBOBAB Ha cebe HACMENUIUBBIA B3IVIAJ TOBAPHIIA,
PBIBKOM BBIZIEDHYJT OOJBIINYIO, CTapyl0 KpanuBuHYy. [yObI
€r0 33/poXKajd, IJla3a 3ac/Ie3INCh; OJHAKO, CHJISCH BBI-
3BaTh YIBIOKY, OH CKa3aJI, HEMHOTO 3aUKasCh:

— U s Toxe He CMOPrHYJI.

— Bepno! — mo-uucromy corsacuica fAmka. — Pa3 He
CMOpTHYJI, 3HAUUT, He CMOprHysa. Toiapko A Bce-Taku
Iocepeike XBaTasl, a Thl IO, KOPEIIOK, a MO/ KOPEIIKOM y el
sxano ciaaboke. Hy, na u o 1aguo! 3Haemnb uto? Iloiinem nasai
BO JIBOD, TaM JIEBUOHKH UTPAIOT, & MbI UM CIIOJIOX YCTPOUM.

— A Mmartp goma?

— Her. OHa Ha cTa"IUI0 MOJIOKO INIPOZAaBaTh IIOILIA.
Huxoro noma Hery.

Bo nBope Bozse 3abopa JOMOBHUTBIE U CTPEKOTJ/IUBBIE,
KaK CODOKH, /JBE /[JEeBOYKM HAKPbUIM CJIOMAaHHBIH CTYJI
1 TabypeT CTapbIM OJESJIOM U, BBICYHYBIINCh W3 CBO-
ero IIajialia, IPUBETIMBO 3a3bIBIM JBYX [JpPYTUX [I€B-
YOHOK:

— 3axoauTte, moXKajJayucra, B roctu! Y Hac CerojiHs Iu-
poru ¢ BapeHbeM. 3aX0AuTe, IoKaIyicra!

Ho ezBa TOJIBKO TOCTM YWHHO HalpaBWINCh Ha 30B, Kak
XO3SIHKH [IaJIania UCIyTaHHO IEPErJIAHYIICh:

— Manpunmiku uayT!

Amka u Basbka NpUOIKAINCh MEJJIEHHO, CIIOKOIHO,
HUYeM He BblaBasd Ha 3TOT pa3 CBOUX HCTUHHBIX HaMe-
pEeHHM.

— MHrpaere? — cripocu fAmika.

— VY-yxo-pute! Yero BwI Je3ere? Mbl K BaM He Jie-
3eM, — IUIaKCUBO cka3asia Hopka, AmkuHa cecTpeHKa.

— Ortuero xe HaM yXOAUTb? — ellle MsATrde CIIPOCUJI



Amka. — MBI OCMOTPUM, Jla U TIOUAEM JlajIbllle. ATO UTO
y Bac Takoe? — V OH TKHYJI TaJIbIIEM B OJIEATIO.

— 9ro Ham JoM, — oTBeTuna HIOpkKa, HECKOJIBKO 03a-
JlaueHHAas TAKUM HEOOBITHO MUPHBIM IOZXOZIOM.

— Jlo-om? A pasBe gomMa u3 ofiesioB cTposAT? Jloma
cTpoAT u3 OpeBeH WIM U3 KUpHHYa. Bbl Obl moTackaim
kupnuyeir ¢ «I'padckoro» M IMOCTPOWIM KPENKUU, a 3TOT
4yTh TOJIKHEIIb — OH U PaCChIILJIeTCA.

N fAmxa morporas HOrow TabypeTKy, UYeM BBI3BAJ He-
MaJIyIo IAHUKY y oOOHUTaTesIeN Iajaima.

— Hy nagno. A rae e y Bac mupor?

— Bor TyT, — TpeBOXHO cJyiefisl 32 KaXKJbIM JBHKEHU-
em Amku, otBeTria Hiopka.

— Bor pgypei-to! Bce y HuUX He mo-imoacku. Jlom u3
ozlesiyia, a MUPOTH U3 IVIMHBL. A Hy-Ka Cbelllb OAUH IHPOT,
Hy-Ka KycHH. A... He xouemsb? Jlomell Takod [ApSHBIO
yroIaelib, a caMa He XOuelllb.. Bajibka, /maBall MbI Bce
UXHUEe NHUPOTM UM B pOT 3amuxaeM. CaMu HalekiId, IIy-
CKail 1 JKPYT.

— f-a-a-mka! — G6e3HAZEKHO-TOCKJINBO B OAWH TOJIOC
3aTAHY/JIN JiIeBUOHKU. — fl-a-mKa... y-yXoau, Xy-JIU-U-
ra-aH.

— A... Bbl eme pyrarbcsa! Baspka, B aTaky Ha 3TO
6aHaUTCKOE THE3O!

ToJIBKO-TOJIBKO Yrpo3a pa3rpoMa MU paclpaBbl BILIOT-
HyI0 HAaBHUCJA HAJl MUPHBIMH OOWTATEAMH IIAJIaIIa, Kak
BApyr fImka IOYYBCTBOBaJ, YTO KTO-TO KPENKO B35JI €ro
€331 32 BUXOP.

JeBUOHKH, TOUYHO IO KOMAaHJle, MepecTaju BbITh. fAlika
obepHysICI W yBUJAJT BajbKWMHBI MATKH, HCYE3AONIUE 3a
3a00poM, Ja paccepKEeHHOe JIUIO0 MAaTepH, BEPHYBIIEHCS
¢ BOK3aJia.

— Mapm pgomoil! — KpuKHyJIa Marth, /JaBasg eMmy
nurenka. — Wb, pa30OWHUK, W UTPHI-TO y HEro pas3boi-
Hble... CMmoTrpu-ka, kakoi Ilemmopa Bbeiuckancsa! Bor mo-
roAu, MpPUAET OTell — OH Tebe IOKaXKeT, KaK AaTaMaHCT-
BOBAaTh!

II

Oten y fmKku crapelii — y»Ke HATHAECAT YEThIpE rojia
cTykHY0. CIIy>KHUT OH CTOPOXKEM B COBETE, a DaHbIIE Ca-
JIOBHUKOM y Tpada ObLI.

B peBosmonuio tpad c cembed yoOexkana. YcaanOy cTa-
PHUHHYI0O MYXXHKH cropsua pasrpabwin. Hesgomex O6bUIo,



BHUJIHO, UYTO ycaApba-TO NPUTOIUTHCA MOXKET. B cymatoxe
KTO-TO TO JIM HApO4YHO, TO JIU HEYasgHHO 3alajlujl ee.
U BhIropesio y KaMeHHOH ycafb0OBI BCE JI€PEBIHHOE HYTPO.
OnHU TONBKO CTEHBI ceiyac Topyar, Ja U Te BO MHOIHX
MecTaXx I0O0OBaIWINCh. A OT OpamKeped W TOMHHY HeE
octasioch. Crekja B TPaKJAHCKYI0 BOMHY OT OpYAUMHON
KaHOHA/IbI II0JIONAJINCh, a JIEPeBO CTHUJIO.

Panpmmie xoTh MHMO gopora ObUTa, HO € TeX IOp Kak
TIOCTPOMJIM HOBBIA MOCT Uepe3 3eJIeHyl0 pEeuKy, COBCEM
ycagpba B CTOpOHe ocrajack. I CcTOUT OHA Ha OIyIIKe,
HaJl OBparoM, Kak HaJIMOTTUIbHBIN IMaMATHHUK CTApOMYy pe-
KUMY.

Oren Amxu, Hedensru, BepHYyJICSA CETOAHSA COBCEM J100-
pBIM, IIOTOMY YTO IOJyYKa ObLIA. A B IOJYUKY KaXKABIH
YeJIOBEK, KOHEUHO, AOOPBIM, M IIOTOMY, KOrJa MaTh Hada-
Jla KajoBaTbcA Ha fAmKy, 4yTo HeT ¢ HUM CJIady, oOTer]
OTBETWJI IPUMUPUTEHHO:

— Hwuuero, oceHbl0 B IIKOJIYy ONATh IOHZET, TOTAA 3a
y4eHbeM JypPb U3 T'OJI0BbI BBIIETUT.

— Jlo ocenu-to eme nponro. OH u BoBce wusbasyercs.
Tebe-To 4TO, a y MEHS OH Ha IJI1a3ax.

Amka cugesn Moyida, YTKHYB TOJIOBy B TapejKy, U He
OIpaBJbIBAJICA.

JTO0 OTMaTYMBaHUE eIle OOJIbIle paccepAuio MaTh,
U OHa, Oyxas Ha CTOJI TOPIIOK C KaIleldl U CBUHUHOH, IPO-
JloJKasIa:

— Orak U3 MaJBYHUIIKK JI0Opa He BbIHAeT. Toxke ImO-
IIIM  JleTOYKU... fl ceromHa c¢ BOK3aja HAY, CMOTPIO —
B CTOre CeHa, BO3jle TPOIKHU, UTO-TO BOpOYaeTcsa. YK He
Hall JIM TIOpPOCIOK 3abexan?.. Ilomomuna, IoisgHysa, f[a Tak
u obmepsia. BeicoBbIBaeTcsi OTTyZa poXKa, dYe-epHas, JIO-
oxMmaras, Bcs KakK ecTb B cake. Bo pTy murapka, a B pyke
pOTYJII ¢ PEe3WHOH, a B pe3uHEe KaMylleK. Majpuuiinka Jer
TPUHAJIATH, a CTPAlEHHBIH — Ccuil HeTy. Sl Haszax, a OH
KaK 3acBHUILET, Ja 3TaK B3acBHUIIET, YTO a)XX B YyIIax 3a-
3BEHEJIO.

IIpu aTux cnosax Amka HacTopoxkuics, a Hedbenpra
aKKypaTHO CJIOKUJI Ta3eTy U CKaz3aJl:

— B coBere y Hac mpo 3TO0 camoe pasroBop 6buI. ['0BO-
pAT, OOBABUIICA y HAC B MECTEUKE KAaKOU-TO Oecrpu3opHbIH. 1
3ayeM €ro K HaM 3aHecJ0 — YMy HeNOCTHKuUMO. Me-
CTEUKO y HAC MaJIeHbKOE, CTOPOHHEE, OT IJIABHOU JIMHUH TOJIBKO
BETKAa. Y HAC PacCyKJald — YTO He HM3JIOBUTh Ju ero? Tak
OIIATH — KyJa  ThI ero JEeHeNb? B cyn —



HeJIb3, MOKa 32 HHUM IIPOCTYIKOB HUKAKHX HE 3aMeudeHo.
Becipu3opHOro A0Ma y Hac HET, a B TOPOJ[ OTIPAaBJIATh —
Bo3HA. CekpeTrapp TOBOPWJI, UYTO, AOJKHO OBITh, Oecrpu-
30pHBIA U CaM CKOpPO YOEXHWT, IOTOMY 4YTO y Hac eMy He-
WHTEpPeCHO: HU MyOJWKKM Ha BOK3aJie, HHU TOJIBl Ha YJIHU-
Ile — KOIIleJIEK CIIepeTh U3 KapMaHa U TO He Y KOTO.

Slmika, OIIEIOMJIEHHBIH YCJIBIIIAHHBIM, 3a0bLT PO Ka-
Iy W npwiun K Tabyperke. Ilorom, coobpasuB, uTO, Be-
POSITHO, OH IIOKA SIBJAETCA €JUHCTBEHHBIM 00JIa/laTeIeM
MO/ICTIyIIIAHHOTO COOOIIEeHUsI, 3aep3ajl, OpOCHI HeJoeeH-
HYI0 TapeJKy U, HeB3upas Ha TPO3HBI OKPUK MaTepHu,
TIOHEeCCSI Ha JIBOP, CPOYHO IOJAENUTHhCA € Bajbkol BaKHOU
HOBOCTBIO.

On 6pocuncsi k 3abopy BajnpkuHOTO cafa U YyTh He
JI6OM CTOJIKHYJICS C TIEpeJIe3aouM HaBcTpeuy BaibKotii.

— A sa, 6GpaT, uero 3Haw! — cKazaj, NEePeBOAA [yX,
Amka.

— Her, TbI cotymmnaii siydiiie, 94To 5 3HaK0.

— IIpo uto Tl MoXxelib 3HaTh! Thl 3Haenrb Tpo HEUH-
TEpPECHOE, a 5 PO UHTEPECHOE.

— Her yx, fA-TO mpo camoe WHTEPECHOE 3HAIO.

— 3Haw s, IpO Kakoe WHTEepecHOe Thl 3Haemib. Hasep-
HOe, IPO TO, KTO HAIly HBIPETKY Ha IPOTOK IEPEKUHYJ?
Tak 510 4TO, a A BOT 3HAMO!

— Hwuuero 1ol He 3Haenb. A Hy gaBaii 06 3akiag OUTH-
cA: ecqiM ThHI 3HAENIb MHTEpecHehd, s Tebe [BE CTpeJbl
¢ HamalkaMu JaM, a eCcJu 5 WHTEePeCHeW, TO Thl MHE...
HOXKUK.

— Wb ThI Kakoi JIOBKHI!.. HOXKHUK-TO IOYTH HOBBIH, Y HETO
TOJIBKO OJHO JIE3BHE CJIOMAaHO, a OT BTOPOrO elne OOoJbIne
TIOJITIOJIOBUHBI OCTJIOCH... XOUEeIllb, 1 TeOe MaTpoH aam?

— Ha uyTto o MHe? ¥ MeHA CBOUX TPH.

— Tak y Tebs ke TycTble, a S HECTPEJAHBINA JaM; €ro
€KeJIU B JIeCY B KOCTEp OPOCHUTD, TAK OH KaK YXHET.

— Hy mapuo. Uyp — tak! I'oBopu. A TO Thl YBUZUIIID,
YyTO MOsI OepeT, M CKayKelllb, YTO IIPO 3TO 3KE& camMoe 3Ha-
€lllb, YTOOBI HE OT/IaBATh.

— Taxk Torga xax xe?

O6a ManbuyraHa IOCTOSIJIH, 3aJyMaBIIUCh, mOoToM -
Ka MPUIIEJIKHYJT I3bIKOM M CKa3aJl:

— A Bor kak! Ha Tebe rBo3gp ¥ Hamapamali UM Ha
3abope mpo 4TO y TebsA, a OTOM B JIPYTOM MeECTe Halapa-
Taro s, TyT y2Ke Oyier 6e3 ooMaHa.



0O6a 10JITO MBIXTEJN, BEIUEPKUBAS KOCOOOKIE OYKBBHI.

Yepes MUHYTY 002 XOXOTaJTH.

— Jla y Hac Ipo oiHO U TO ke. ToIbKO Yy MeHs HaIln-

CaHO «IPO OECIPU30PHOTO», a y Te0S «IIpPO OGECIpPU30PHOTO
HaJjleTunKa». [louemMy ke, O/THAKO, OH HAJIETIHK?

— A yx o00sA3aTeJbHO HAJIETUMK, — CHIKAasA TOJIOC,
orBetun1 Banpka. — OHM Bce Takme — y HHX B KapMaHe
b0 GUHCKUHA HOXK, JUOO TUPA HA PEeMHe. A TO YeM Ke
OHM ITUTATHCA CTAHYT!

— A MOXeT, IONPOCAT IJle, — COMHEBasCh B CJIOBax
ToBapuIna, ckasal fAmka, — ymbo AGIOK MO cagaM Hakpa-
IIyT, BOT U XKPYT.

— Hy yx u «momnpocsar»! Ckaxelib Toxe... Jla KTo xe
STAaKUM CTpalleHHBIM TIomacT? HeT y, THl IIOBeph MHe,
yro HaseTyuk. Cumka IleTyxoB ero ceropHs IOBCTpedas.
CuMKa TOBOPHUT, YTO KaK BBICKOUUT TOT H3 SMBI BO3JIe
KUDIUYHBIX capaeB W KpUUUT: «BBIKIagpIBail Bce, YTO
ecThb», a caM MaxaeT TUpeld, a Tups TsoKenasd — JIecATh
¢yHTOB!

— Hy yx u necars?

— Ei#i-6ory, gecats. Cumka esie yrek. OH 6bI, TOBODHT,
BCTYIIJI C HUM B CpakeHHe, Ja ObU1 6e3 OpyXKusd, mai-
KH — U TOH 1OJT pyKOU He ObLIIO.

— A moxer, oH BpeT, Cumka-To? Uto ¢ Hero rpabutsb?
f cam BuAeN B OKHO, Kak OH MuMO Inpobexasn. Ha Hem
OJTHU IITaHBI TOJIBKO 10 KOJIEH, a pyOaxu U TOU He ObLIO.

ITocmenuunit noBOA CMyTUJI HECKOJIBKO Basbpky, HO, He
JKeJlasi ¢ZIaBaThCsA, OH OTBETUJI YKJIIOHUUBO:

— YK He 3HAIO Yero, a TOJIBKO HAJETUYMKU BCerjia 3Ta-
KHMH CJIOBAaMU pasroBOp HAuMHAKOT, 3TO y HUX Y¥Ke Ta-
Kas IPUBBIYKA.

— Banpka! — ckasas, HemMHoOro osymasB, Amka.
— A KaK e Teneps... Manbunmku? [logu-ka, Bce CTPyXHYT.

— O6s3arenpHO CcTPyXHYT. UyTh Beuep, IOJAU, U 3a BO-
pOTa BBIATH MTOOOSTCA.

— ATH?
— fA-1o... — Banbka roppenuBo ycMmexHyiaca. — f uro! A u
caM... s BOT CerofHsA HOXUK TNEPOUYUHHBIH  OT-

TOo4uy Zja Ha GeueBKe 1o pybaxoil K noscy npussky. Tak u 6ymy
XOAUTb, Kak 4Yepkec. Ilyctp TosbkO mompobyerT — Cy-
HyTbCA!

— A g HanobOK BO3bMY, KOTOPBIM B sIMKH HrpaioT. OH
Kpemnkui, ayboBeid. IIpmxoam 3aBTpa IIOpPaHbIIE YTPOM
IO/l OKOIIIKO U KPUKHU MeHs. /la TOJIbKO He OpH, Kak BYe-



pa, BO BCIO IJIOTKy, TakK, YTO MaTh Jla)ke C IIOCTeJH BCKO-
Yujia — AyMajia, TOBOPHT, YTO MTOKAP UJIH CITOJIOX KAKOH.
— He... 1 TUXOHBKO.

— Bampka.. — cmnpocun fmka mepex TeM Kak yH-
TH. — A oruero oHU uepHble Takue?.. Kak MaTb TrOBOpUT,
Xy2Ke uepra.

— Orroro, 9yTo OHM HOZ MOcTaMu JOO B KOTJIAX HO-
YyIOT.

— A 3aueM Xe B KOTJIax? — eImle OOJIbllle YAMBUJIICSA
fmxka. — Kakol ke eCTh HHTepeC B KOTJIE HOUEBATH?

— Kakoii? — Baspka Bagymancsi. — A Takod, dYTO

eXeJMu Thl €ro B IOCTEJIb IIOJIOXKHINb, TO OH U TIJa3 3a-
KpBITh HE MOJXKET, a 00s3aTeJbHO, YTOOBI B KOTJIE. DTO YK
y HUX TaKas MpUpo7a.

III

B mocienytolyo Hezmesnto ObLIM HeMasible TOJKA U Ile-
pecyZapl cpein MaJbuHIlIeK MecTeuka. becipu30pHBIN 3TOT, MO-
BUANMOMY, ¥ Ha CaMOM Jejie OKa3aJCcs  HaCTOs-
UM pa3bOHHUKOM.

Hanpumep, B HOUb c cyOOOTBI Ha BOCKpECEHbE OKa3aj-
¢ UEJINKOM OYUIIEHHBIM OT 500K canx Terku Ilesarem.
B momoBckoM [0OMe HEM3BECTHO OTKy/Zla 3aJIETEBIINM KaM-
HeM BrpeOe3ru pas3bmIo0 CTEKJI0. A UYTO elle Xy:Ke — IIpo-
nan y Ceruuxu ko3es. To ectb ObUIM OOBICKAHBI BCE 3aKO-
VJIKY, BCE IIYCTHIPH, 2 KO3J1a HET U HET...

Amka Bce monuman. Hy, s6710kH, ckakeM, IpO 3armac.
B crexkno kamHem — mnpocto i1 o3opctBa. Hy, a kosen
Ha yTo? Hu mIKypHI ¢ HEro, HU Msca He KPYT.

— Kpy-y-yr! — c yBieueHHmeM NOATBep:kAan Basb-
ka. — IIpocTeie Jogu HE KPYT, 4 OHU BCE KAaK €CThb JKPYT.
Takasd y>x y HUX IpupoJa.

— UYro Tl MHe 3a0yOHMI, — paccepawicsa fAmka, —
npupopa aa npupoza! Ilo-TBoemMy, MOXKET, U ChIPbe JKPYT.

— U coippe u Beakoe! — eme ¢ GOJBIIMM a3apTOM
NpUHsIICA yBepsATh Banmpka. — Mue CuMKa pacckasbIBad,
uTo Korzja ObL1 OH B ropojle — Ttakoe Buzesn! Vper Top-
rOBKa C KOP3WHOH, a OecIpU30pHBIE HAJIETEIH... Pa3... pas,
U He OCTJIOCh OT Hee HUYETO.

— OT TOproBKU-TO?

— Jla He OT TOPrOBKHW, a OT KODP3HHBI, C KajJlAYaMU TaM
WJIH C IUPOTaMU.

— Tak Beap 5TO MUPOr — MHUPOT, OH BKYCHBIHA, a TO
K03es1 — Thdy!



Banpka orsiAHysCS, mOZOWIENT K TOBAPHINY IOOJIIKE
U CKa3aJI TANHCTBEHHBIM IIIETIOTOM:

— fAmxa! A Crenka-To 3a HaMu BbIcJekuBaeT. Yect-
Hoe ciyioBo. fI momen k «I'padckomy». Bapyr kak poBHO
JlepHyJIo MeHs o00epHyTbhesa. I mpucmorpencsa. Ioisky,
CrenknHa TOJIOBA W3-32 KYCTOB TOPYUT UM IIPUCTAUIHHO
9TaK 3a MHOIO BBIIJIAABIBAaeT. fl HAPOYHO B3I /1a U CBEP-
HyJI JIOTOM K IIyCTBIPIO, & OTTYZa JIOMOH.

— Hy-y! — N y Amxku gaxe rojoc ocekcs OT BOJIHe-
HUSA. — A MOXKET, OH IIPOCTO HEYASTHHO?

— Hy Her, He HewasgHHO. JTAaK MPAMO CMOTPUT U CMOT-
pUT. A A MKy — PAOOM KYyCT KOJIBIXHYJICA... JIOJDKHO
OBITH, TaM ellle KTO-HUOY/Ib U3 UXHEN TapTUH CHJIET.

— Taxk Tb1, 3HAUUT, TAM HE OBLT?

— Her!

— A Kak e 0 H TaM, TOJIOJZHBINA?

— Hwuero, emy x71€6a B IpOLUIBI pa3 MHOTO IIPUHEC-
Ju U Boabl Toxke. JKuB OyzeT /o 3aBTpa. A 3aBTpa IMOUEM
aubo paHO yTpoM, JUOO K Bedepy IIONO3Ke, KOrja oT
MaJIbYUIIEK He3aMeTHeH. YX, KaK OCTOPOXKHO Hajo JeHCT-
BOBaTh, a To HakpoioT! Hac nBoe, a ux uerBepo. KaOwr
HaM XOTb KOTO TPEThEro K cefe MPUIPYKUTb.

— Koro npuzpyxuts? Tbl ero ceromHs IpUIPYXKH,
a OH Ha3aBTpa BCe HXHHUM U BbIOOITaeT. A TOorga dTO?
Torga yObIOT €ro HEIMpeMeHHO.

— YO6b10T 06513aTEJIHHO.

Bosppamasice gomoi, fAmka 3a oropojamMu HATOJIKHYJI-
51 Ha CBOET0 3aKOpeHesIoro Bpara, CTenky.

Berpeua 6buia HeoxkwmaHHas i obomx. Ho mpoTus-
HUKHU 3aMeTWIH OJWH JIpyroro elle uszjajaeKka, U II03TOMY,
He DOHSA CBOET0 JOCTOWHCTBA, CBEPHYTh B CTOPOHY OBLIO
HEBO3MOKHO.

COyu3uBIINICH HA TpPU Iara, Bpard OCTAHOBIJINCH
U MOJIYa, BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTpeNN ofuH apyroro. ¥ Cren-
Ku OblIa MMajika — CJIeZI0BATeNIbHO, IIPEUMYIIECTBA ObLIH
Ha ero cropoHe. OcMmorpeBmuch, Crenka IIpe3pUTEIHHO
U MacTepCKH CIUTIOHYJI Ha TpaBy. flIIka He MeHee IIpe3pU-
TeJIbHO 3aCBUCTE.

— Tsl yero cBuCTHIIB?

— A TBI Uero pacruieBasyics?

— A Bor Tebe cBucTHy! Bbl 3auem Ha Halero Kora co
CTpeslaMU OXOTUTeCh?



— A nycts B uyxkou caa He Jjesder. Korma Ham Bosk
K BaM BO ABOp 3aber, BbI 3a4eM B HEr0 KUPIUYaMU KH-
Janu?

— A Bbl kyma Bosnka neBanu? Bbl BpeTe, UTO ero or-
paBu1 KTO-TO. BBI camMu ero Kyza-To CHIpATIH, IIOTOMY
YTO MBI HAa Hero B CyJ 3a 3afylIeHHBIX Kyp IIOJaJIH.
Tosnbko BBl Hac He mnposexere... lloroaure, Mbl 10 Bac
CKOPO JI0KoTaemMcsi!

— UYeTBepo-TO HA JIBOUX, HAIILJINCH!

— 9%, u Tpycel! «YUerBepo»! BacbKy TOxe cocuuTaIu,
KOT/Ia eMy TOJIBKO JIEBATD JIET.

— UYrto xe, uto neBsSTh. OH BOH KAaKOH TOJICTBIH, Kak
OOpOB... 1a U1 BCe-TO BBl CBUHBMU.

ITocrenHee 3aMeuaHme IOKA3aJ0Ch HACTOJIBKO OCKOP-
OuTenpbHBIM, 4TO CTemKa CXBATHJI C 3€MJIM IJIMHAHBIA KOM
U CO BCEro pa3zMaxy 3aILyCTHI ero B AmKy.

U ecnu KpoBaBOMYy IIOEAVHKY He CYXKAEHO OBLIO CO-
BepmnTbes U ecnu flmka He man Ha mosje OWTBBI OT PYKHU
JIydilie BOODPYKEHHOTO Bpara, TO TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, UTO 3TOT
MOCJIEAHUN BAPYT JWUKO BCKPUKHYJI U 0e3 oraaku Opo-
cucs 6exarb.

IIpexnosnarasa, yrto TOT crpycws, fAmka w3zanl BOUHCT-
BEHHBIH KJIMY U XOTeJl OBLJIO IIpecsieloBaTh HeIpUATess,
KaK BJIPYT YCJ/IBIIIAJ 1033]TH ce051 HETPOMKHUI CMeX.

On obepHysicI W TOTYac >Ke IIOHAN JIeHCTBUTEIBHYIO
[IPUYUHY [TOCIIENIHOTO ucue3HOBeHUs CTenKu.

Bossie Kycra Oy3WHBI CTOSIJI ONETBHIM B JIOXMOTbS dep-
HBI HEBBICOKMH MasbuyraH, B KoTopom fmka 6e3 Tpynma
yrazjajg rpo3y BCeX MAaJbUHUIIEK MecTeuKa, Iepos IOCjef-
HUX COOBITHI — OeCIIPU30PHOT0 HAJIETIHKA.

v

U rtotyac ke fmKa MOHAJ, YTO OH IOTHO6 OKOHYATENH-
HO u OecroBoporHo. OH xoTes 0GexaTh, HO HOTU He CIIy-
manuch ero. OH XOTeJ B3aKpUYaTh, HO IOHSAJI, YTO 3TO
Oecroysie3Ho, MOTOMY YTO BOKpPYr HUKOro He 6bpuro. Torna,
PEIIMBIINCH OTYASHHO B3alUIAThCH, OH CTajJl B OOOpPOHHU-
TEJIbHYIO MO3Y.

MasibuyraH B JIOXMOTHSIX IPOJIOJI?KATT CMESIThCH, U 3TOT
cMex cOm elrie OOJIbIIIE ¢ TONKY AIIKy.

— Tsl uero? — CcOpPOCWI OH, C TPYAOM BOpouas
SIBBIKOM.
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— Huuero, — otBewan TOoT. — YUTO 3TO BBI, Kak IIeTYy-
XM, — JPYT Ha JIpyra HajleTeJIn.

MaspuyraH pasaBUHYJT KyCTBl U OYYTHJICA  DPAIOM
¢ fAmrkon.

«Celiuac THPIO BBIHET», — C YKACcOM IIOAyMaJ TOT
U czesal 1mar Ha3az,.

OnmHako, BMeECTO TOTO YTOOBI Hamacth Ha fAmKky, Gec-
MIpU30PHBIA OYXHYyJICA HA TPaBy W, XJIOHas PYKOH IO 3eM-
Jie, CKa3ad:

— Yero ke TbI cTO160M BeTast. Cazuce.

flmka ceyn. Becupu3opHBI 3acyHysJ PYKy B KapMaH
U, K BeJIWJadIIeMy H3yMJIeHHIO SIIIKu, BBIHYJ OTTyZa Ma-
JIEHBKOTO KHBOTO BOPOObS U IIOJHEC €TO KO PTY.

— Coxxpenrs? — Heroysi, BOCKJIUKHYJI fmrka.

BecripuzopHbId BOmpocHUTEIBPHO MHOAHAN Ha fmky ma-
JIeHbKUEe fApKO-3eJieHble IJla3a, IOABIIIaJ TeIJIoOM Ha BO-
pOObEHKA ¥ OTBETHLI:

— PasBe x BopoObeB xKpyT? BopoObeB He KpyT U Tra-
JIOK ToxKe He 3XpyT. ['ony0b — TyT Apyroi pasroBop. I'o-
ybsi eXenu B YTOJBSAX CHedb — BKy-ycHO! fI mx u3 po-
raTku ObIO.

OH cyHyn BOpoObs 3a masdyXy pBaHOil 6abbell KalaBewn-
KU U, NnpoTsaruBas flmike HETOKYpEeHHYIO LHTapKy, Ipea-
JIOXKUJT:

— Ha, nokypu.

MamuHanpHO Amka B35y OKypOK U, He 3Hasd, KyJa ero
JleBaTh, CIIPOCUJI HECMeJIO:

— A Ko3J1a TBI 324€M CHEIT?

— Koro?

— Kosmna... CerunaHOrO. ¥ Hac pebsaTa TOBOPAT, YTO
THI €T0 YIIEP HA JKPATBY.

Becripuzopubiii  xsomHYsn ceba  pykamum 1o 6okam
U 3BOHKO pacxoxoTascA. VI moka OH XOXOTas, olielleHeHue
Hauyaio cxofuTh ¢ fmku, m OGecpU30pHBIA IMPEICTABUIICS
eMy B COBepLIeHHO Jpyrom cBerTe. fmka paccMmesics
U caM, IOTOM IIOACKOYMJI M 3aTPSC KHUCTBIO PYKH, IIOTOMY
YTO JOTOPEBIINH OKYPOK OOJIBHO OKET eMy MaJIbIIBIL.

YcemokouBIINCh, TIOABUHYJIUCH APYT K APYTY OJIMKeE.

— Tebs Kak 3BaTh? — CIPOCHJ OECTIPU30PHBIH.

— Memns fAmkoi. A Tebs?

— A meHsA Jleprauom.

— Ilouemy xe [leprauom?

— A mouemy Tebs Amkoi?

— Bor emte ckakelnb Toxe. AK0B — TaKkOU CBATONU
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OB, 1 WMEHWHBI CIPABJAIOT. A TAaKOTO CBSITOTO, YTOOBL...
Jleprau, He JOJKHO ObI OBIT...

— A MHe U HalJIEBaTh, YTO HE JIOJIKHO.

— W MHe, — HeMHOro noaymas, npusHaicsa fAmka. —
Tospko exeymy TIpU MaTepu 5TaK CKaXKelllb, TaK OHAa 3a
yxo. OTem, TOT HUYEro, OH U CaM CTPACThb KaK CBATHIX HE
JI00uT — AKOOBI Japmoenbl Bce. A marb — y-yy! Ilpo
YTO JpPYTOe, a IpO 3TO U He 3aMKHUCh. S oguH pa3 macia
U3 JIAMIAJKu OTiNwWwI — Bosnky samy 3amubieHHyIO cMa-
3aTh, TAK YTO OBLJIO-TO...

— bunu? — yuactiauso crpocu leprau.

— Hert! Tonpko 3a BOJIOCHI OTTpenaju Jia B YyJIaH 3a-
nepau. — U 3amopHO OH go6aBwi: — A 3aTo fA, IOKA
B UyJaHE CHZEJ, Has3JI0 CO BCEX KPBIHOK CJIMBKHU CIIHIL...
A TpI, /leprau, 3aueM K HaM IMpUIIEN? — IEPECKOYUT
BApPYT Amka.

— 3HauuT, HY)KHO OBLJIO, — OTBETHWJI TOT H IJIyDOKO
B3Z[OXHYI.

ATOT THAKEJBIA, TOPHKHUH B3/I0X, 3a KOTOPBIM, Kaza-
JIOCh, CIIPATAHO OBLIO YTO-TO OOJIBIIOE, HEBBICKA3AHHOE,
IIOYEeMY-TO TOYHO TeIuioM obxa Amky.

— JlaBa#l gpyxuthcs, Jlepray? — HEOXKHJAAHHO IS
camoro cebsa wuckpeHHe mnpemioxkwi fAmka. — A Tebs
¢ Basbkoit cBemry — ¢ MoOMM TOBapuleM. XOpPOIIHH...
TOJIBKO BpeT MHOro. A morom.. — Tyt fAmka mnoxosneban-
ca. — Ilotom ™Mbl Tebe HHTEpe-eCHYIO BeIlllb CKaKeM.
U kak Becesio Oy/iet KUTh, Jlepray.

Hdeprau Hudyero He oTBeTwya. OH JIeXKay, IOJICTABUB
JUNO0  oTOJieckaM  0arpoBOro, yracarIlero TrOpH30HTA.
N Amxke mnokasanoch, 4yTo [leprad 4yeM-TO He IO-JETCKU
IJIyOOKO OTIeYasieH.

OpHako, 3aMeTUB Ha cebe MPUCTAIHHBIA B3IV AMKH,
Jeprau ObICTpO ITOBEPHYJICA U CKa3aJl, BCTaBas:

— JocraHp 3aBTpa y OTIAa MaxOpKH... U IIPUHECH CIOZA,
a To y MeHfA Bcad moBblIIa.. f Oyay »kmaTh 3aech ke
00 3Ty nopy.

U, He mpoiasch, OH Pa3ABUHYJI KyCThl M HCYe3, OCTa-
BUB fIIKy pasMBINUIATH O CTPAHHON BCTpede U CTPAHHOM
HOBOM TOBapHIIIe.

A%
Homa Ttuxo. IlorpeckuBaror yrsim B caMmoBape. fAmka

CTporaeT JepeBsSHHyIO Jomieuky. Hedenpra yrmybumics
B uTeHHe. lI3-3a pa3BepHyTOro JIHCTa Tra3eTbl BUJIEH €ro
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KpacHbId J100, OTCHIPEBIIUM TIOCJE IATOTO CTaKaHA das.
Hroopka wmacrepuT KyKOJIbHYIO LUIAnMy. MaTh BO3UTCA HaA
KyXHe.

— He noiimy, — ciabimmTcess ee roimoc. — Hukak He
MOKMYy, KyJila JI€BaJIUCh W3 CEHEW IIOJYyTyHAa BYEpaIIHEero
Oopma. Yyryn Ha Mecre, a Oopma HeT. AHka! Thsl 1mopo-
CIOKY He BbLIUBaJIa?

— Her, mam!

— Hy tax, 10/5kHO OBITE, 3TOT UI0JI OIIPOKUHYJIL.

«9TOT HAOJI», TO ecTh fIIKa, CHAUT M IBIXTUT, OOIJIa-
JKUBas JIOIIEUKy, U JiejlaeT BUJ, YTO Pas3roBOp €ro He Ka-
caercs.

— Tebe, uto s, roBOpAT? ThI ONMPOKUHYJI? — CEPAU-
TO ITOBTOPSIET MAaTh.

flmka, HEXOTA U He OTPHIBASACH OT PabOThI, OTBEYAET:

— Kabbr 51, Mam, OIPOKHUHYJI, TaK Bce Obl HAa IMOJIy ObI-
JI0, a pa3 I0JI CYyXOH, 3BHAUUT U He ONIPOKU/IBIBAIL.

— A mec Bac pasbeper! — ermne OOJIbIIIE pa3apakaeT-
ca maTh. — ToT He Opas, 3TOT He OIPOKUABIBAJI, UTO Ke
oH, BbIcOX, uTo Jii? Orten! Jla 6pochk ThI cBOIO Tasery! Kro
’Ke, BBIXOJIUT, B3SJI-TO?

Hedenpu He TOpOIACh CKJIAABIBAET Ta3eTy H, OYEBU/-
HO, PAaCCJIBIIIAB TOJIBKO KOHEI] ¢ppa3bl, OTBeYAET HEBIIOMIA/:

— JletictBUTENbHO... I KTO OBI MOr mopaymaTb. OnATh
OHU B351JIU, /14 TaK JIOBKO, YTO U HE MTO/IKOIIAEIIbCS.

— Jla xto oHH-TO? KOMYy K€ 3TO IPOKHCJIBIA Cym IIO-
Hamobuiaca?

— [Jla He CyI... KakOU Cyn? — pPaCTepSAHHO OIJIS/AbIBA-
sAch W ¢ jocazoud orBeuaer Hedenbry. — f roBopro, KOH-
CepBaTOPBI ONATH BIACTH B3SIIH.

Y6enuBIInCch B TOM, YTO HHU OT KOTO TOJIKY He J00b-
enpcsi, MaTh IUIIOHYJa U IPUHAJIAcCh TIpeMeTh IIOCYIOH.
A Hedenpru, MOYYBCTBOBABIIMU JKEJAHHE IOTOBOPHUTD,
IIPOAOJIKAI:

— U xazanoce OB, YTO OTOILIO WX BpeMA. AH HeT,
BBIBepThIBaloTCs emle. CkakeM, BOH, HaIpHUMep, Hal
rpad. ViMeHme y Hero IOCOXKIVIM, caM IJle-TO II0 3arpaHu-
IjaM I[IaTaercsa. A Bce, MOJM-Ka, MEUTAaeT, Kak OBl CTapoe
BepHyTh. [la eme Obl m He MeuraTh! Bo3bMeM XOTs ObI
MMeHUe — 4YeM TaM eMy He JXu3Hb Opuia? Kapruaka —
YTO CHYTPH, TO U cHapyku. OJHU OpaHXKepeu 4Yero CTou-
au. 11 dero Ttam TOJIBKO He OBUIO — U OPXWUJEU, U TIOJIb-
IaHbl, U PO3Bl, U 3eMJITHUKA K poXKzaecTBy... ITambma make
ObL1a orpoMHasd, Gosbie AByX caxeH. CrnenuasnbHo ¢ Kas-
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Kaza, us-mnoy baryma, Beimmcasu. fd roBopio emy: «Barmie
CUSTEILCTBO, KyJla K€ MBI O3TaKyl0 MaxwuHy JeHeM — B3TO
BCIO OpaHKepelo JjioMaTh npuperca!» A or orBeuaer: «Hu-
Yero, Thl ee IPSIMO B TPYHT IIOCAJM, a KaXKJBIH TOZ K XO-
JolaM BO3JIe Hee CIeIHAaJIbHYI0 IIOCTPOHKY W3 CTeKsa Jie-
Jaf, a K BecHe omATh paszbupath Oymem». Hy u pasbupa-
au. KpacuBas mnanbma Oblia. MHe TOorAa 3a yxoxa rpad
JIBAJIIIATh ISITH IEJTKOBBIX MTOZAPUJL... KAK Pa3 B Mae.

— Bor eme cnarunm crapeiii. Jla pasBe ke y Hac
cBagpba B Mae Obuta? CBaapby Kak pas IOCIEe TPOHUIIBI
ChITpaJIy.

— Yx He 3HAaW, IN0CJEe TPOUIBl WJIN TOCJIE Yero,
a TOJIBKO B Mae MbI TOT/[a KaK pa3 JIEBKOU BBICAXKUBAJIH.

— UYro THI MHe TOBOpHIIB! — pasapakasch BHE3AIHO,
KaK W BCerJla, TOBOPUT MaTh. — IlocMOTpW B METDHWIKH, 3a
OOKHUIIEH JIeXKaT.

— Mgue cMmotpeth Heuero. I u Tak momHio. Eme Torma
cTapiini 6apyyK TOJBKO YTO M3 KaJETCKOTO KOpIlyca Ha
KaHUKYJIbl Tpuexan u ¢Qororpad CHUMaJ €ro oA Iajb-
MOU. Y MeHs W celuac TIJIe-TO KapTOUYKa 5TAa COXPaHU-
JIack... S1Ka, sl MOKa3bIBas Tebe 9Ty KapTOUKY?

— Cro pa3 Buzies, — oTBeuaet Amka,

Martb, HErojaysi, BCIJIECKUBAEeT PYKaMHU U JIE3ET 3a MeT-
puKamu 3a OOKHUILY.

OHa [J0Jr0 He MOXKET HAWTH HY:KHyIl0 el Oymary. 3a
5TO BpeMs TbUI €€ HECKOJbKO OCThIBaeT, H00, ITPUKUHYB
B yMe, OHa HAYHWHAET MPUIIOMHUHATh, UTO TPOHUIIA B TOM
rogy, korma ObLia cBazpba, Kak OyaTo ObI M B caMOM Jiejie
ObIa paHHAS W TpUXOAWIach Ha Mad. Ho Tyr ee BHUMa-
HUE OTBJIEKAET JIPYTOe 0O6CTOSITETHCTBO.

— Anka! — capHuMTCA OHOATH ee Trojioc. — ThI He
youpasia u3-3a 60KHUIBI BEHYATbHbBIE CBEYH ?

— Her, mam!

— Oren! YK Tbl, KOHEYHO, HE TPOTAJI CBEUEH ?

— JIBagmarh IATH JIET HE TpOraj, — IIOKOPHO ITOJ-
tBepxkaaeT Hedenpru. — Kak paz co aHS camol CBafbOBI
He TpOTaJl.

— A g ux Ha mponuliodl Hejesie emle Buzaena. Kyma xe
oHu neBanuch? HamepHoe, omath fika Kyga-HHOyAb 3a-
CyHYJI.

sAmka, MOCKOJBKY BOMPOC He oOpallleH IpsAMO K HeMY,
MIPOJIOJIKAeT MOJTUA COIEeTh Hajl IOCKOM.

— Sflmka! Tel, mapmuBen 3TaKUM, JOJKHO OBITh, HU3BEJI
cBeun?
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fAmka koHYaeT paboTy, KIazeT HOXK Ha CTOJI U OTBeua-
€T CEepbhe3HO, HO B TO JKE€ BPEMs UyTh JIYKABO IIOCMATpH-
Bas Ha MaTh:

— ¥V Hac, maMm, 1o Hakady JIeHWHa 3JIEKTPUYECTBO
MpOBEJIM, TaK YTO MHe Ipu HeM U 0e3 BamIux cBeuyen
CBETJIO.

— Tak kyza ke oHHM JAenuch-To? BOT elne uyaHble Jie-
ma! Bopima HUKTO He BBUIMBAJ, CBeYeld HHUKTO He Opa,
a HUYEro Ha Mecre Hery. YTO Thl TyT ¢ HUMHU OyJelib
aesaTh!

VI

PannuM yTpoM, Korza elne B JIOMe BCe CHaIM, U3
OKOIIIKA BBICYHYJIUCh OeoKypble BuUXpbl fAmku. YBujaas
BasibKy, HeTepmeynvBO JKJaBlIero Bozye 3abopa, fmka
CIIPBITHYJI Ha BJIAKHYI0O TpaBy, W o0a MasbuyraHa HCYe3-
JM B MaJIMHHUKe. Uepe3 MHUHYTY OHHU BBIHBIDHYJIH OTTY-
Ja, mpuyeM fmrka OCTOPOXKHO Hec OOJIBINON TIJIMHAHBIN
TOPIIOK, 3aBsI3aHHBIN B TPA3HYIO TPAIHUILY.

BriOpaBimch 3a oropozpl, pebsATa OBICTPO IMMOMYAIUCH
II0 TPOIKe, Beaylled MHMO KyCTOB U OBParoB K pa3Baju-
HaMm «I'padpckoro».

IIo noyrm fAmka pacckadplBall IIPO  BYEPAIIHION
BCTpeuy.

— U BoBce oH 6e3 rupu, a B KapMaHe y HEro BOpoOer...
U KO3JIOB OHM He JKDYT, a BCe 3TO MAaJBUUIIKU CO CTpa-
xa OpenryT. A cerojfHs MBI BIBOeM K HeMy mnoizem. Eixe-
JIM OH C HaMH CAPYXUTcA, OH Hac oT CTenkKuHOH KoMIia-
HUU 3actouT. OH CWIbHBIH, U €My BCE HHIIOYEM. A IIOTOM,
OH eXeJu U B3/AyeT KOro, TO Ha HEro HEKOMy II0XKaJlo-
BaThCs, 4 HA HAC UyTh YTO — U K MaTeEPH.

— A mouemy oH OecupusopHbIA? Tak, s CBOEro WH-
Tepeca, WU JOMalIHUX HUKOTO Y HETO HeT?

— He 3nato yx! He cnpammBai eme, TOJBKO BPAZ JIH,
yTOOBl 711 WHTepeca: y OECIpU3OPHBIX-TO BEAb JKU3HD
TsoKesnad. fI BOT BBIpacTy, BBIyYyCh, Ha 3aBOJ TOHAY WIH
elle KyZa CJIy:KUTh, a OH Kyzaa noiiner? Hekyna emy BOB-
ce OyZeT uATH.

Poma BeTperwsia MasIbUyTaHOB YTPEHHUM IIYMOM, 3a-
JIODHBIM TOMOHOM I1€peCBUCTBHIBAIONIUXCA IITHUI U TeIJIBIM
MIapHBIM 3aI1aXOM BBICHIXAOIIIEH TPaBHI.

Bor u pasBaJMHBI — MOJIYAJINBBIE, BeJINYECTBEHHBIE.
B mpoBanax TeMHBIX OKOH IycroTra. Crapble CTeHBI IIax-
HYT IUIeCE€HBI0. Y IJIaBHOTO BXOZla HaBajleHAa OTPOMHas Ky-
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ya mebHA OT pYyXHyBIIEH KoOJIOHHBI. Koe-rjie MmO W3rphI-
3€HHBIM BETPAMU U JOXKASIMH KapHU3aM IPOOUBAJINCH IIO-
POCJIH MOJIOZIOTO KyCTapHUKA.

HpIpHyB B TpelmuHy KaMeHHOH orpajgbl U Ipobpas-
IIUCh dYepe3 daily OypbsSHA W IIOJIBIHHU, JOXOJUBIIEH WM
JI0 IUTed, pebsATa OCTAHOBWJIHCH IIEPE]T CIUIONTHOM 3aBECOU
OyHO paspocIIerocs OAuYajaoro Iumoma. I[locTopoHHUI
IJ1a3 He pasriiszen Obl 3/lech HUKAKOTO IIpOX0Jia, HO pebs-
Ta OBICTPO U YBEPEHHO B300paJUCh HA IOJYCTHUBIIUN
CTBOJI CBAJIEHHOH JIMIBI, Pa3ABUHYJIHU JIUCTBY, W Iiepef HU-
MH OTKPBUIOCH OTBEPCTHE OKHA, BBIXOJSAIIET0 U3 Y3KOM,
MTOXO0?KeH Ha KOJIOJENl, KOMHAThI 6€3 KPBIIIH.

IMopuABmINCH IO JIeCEHKe, OHU OYYyTHJINCH yiKe B 0O0JIb-
IO KOMHATE BTOPOTO 3Ta)ka, W3 OKOH KOTOPOH MOXKHO
OBJIO BHUJIETh KYCOK 3€JIEHOW pPEYKH U TPOIKY, BEAYIIYIO
B MECTEUKO.

Orcioga oHM Tomany Ha OaJIKOH, HPSAMO IEpPenuI Ha
KpBIIIY, JaJIbIlle 4Yepe3 CJIYXOBOE OKHO BHU3. 371ech OBLIO
COBCEM TEMHO, IIOTOMY YTO KOMHATa 5Ta DPaHBIIE CIIYXKU-
Jla, OYEeBUIHO, KJIAJIOBOU U JKeJe3Hble CTAaBHU C 3apiKaB-
JIECHHBIMU 33COBaMHU KPEIIKO 3alIUPaIk OKHA.

Amxka rae-To momapuia pykow. [locrtasm orapok Io30-
JIOUEHHOH BEHYTbHOU cBeYH ¢ DAHTOM U 3aKeT €ro.

B yriy mokasamach kene3Has JiBepria. /JloOpaBmiuch
Jlo Hee, Basyibka JiepHyJI 3a cK0Oy.

PxaBple meT/IM TOPHKO 3aIlIakajy, 3aCKpHUIleNd, U pe-
0sTa OYYTWIHCh B OOJIBIIIOM TIOJIYIOJIBAJIE C Y3€HHBKUMHU
OKHAMU, BBIXOJAIIMMU HA IIOBEPXHOCTHh 3aIlIBIBIIETO BO-
JIOPOCJISIMH TIPYZA.

U ToTuac sice B IPUBETCTBHE MAaJbYyraHaM pasgaycs
W3 yIJIa BECEJIbIN, 3a/IOPHBIA BUAT.

— Bosk, ]3omuonouex, BosuoHOK! — B3akpuyanm pe-
bsaTa, Opocasch K TPUBA3AHHOA 3a OIIEHHUK coba-
ke, — Cockyuwicd... mporosyojpasnca. I[Jsaau-ka, Bech, Kak

eCTh 10 KOpKH, Xye0 cBeJ, U BOABl B KODPBITIIE HUCKO-
JIEUKO.

Bosik, moBu3rHBasg, IOMaxuBaJ XBOCTOM, IIOKa ero pas-
BaA3plBasid. IloToM 3amphiran Bo3jle TOpPIIKA, YXUTPUJICA
JU3HYTh SMKWHY MeKy W 4YyTh He cmub ¢ HOr Basbky,
yIepIIuch eMy JlallaMU B CIIUHY.

— [Jla noroau e Tbl, AypeHb... Jal TOPIIOK-TO pa3Bs-
3arb... Hy, Ha — jionati.

Cobaka CTpEMUTENIbPHO B3aIyCTHIa MOPJAY B IPOKHUCJIBIN
60PpIII U C 2KaJHOCTHIO IIPUHSIACH JIAKATh.
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ITogBanm OBLT CcyxOli U TPOCTOPHBIA. B yrimy sexasna
OoJTpIas oxarka 3aBsIIeN TPaBbl.

3mech  HaxXoAWJIOCh TaiHOe ybexuie pebsATHUIIEK,
CIPATABIINX CIO/IA IPECTYIIHOTO IYIIUTENA UYKUX Kyp —
cobaky Bosika.

[Momxumasa, moka Bosik HaceITHTCS, pebsTa 3aBaIUIIKUCH
Ha OXaIKy TPaBbl U IPUHSINCH 00CYKIATh IIOJI0KEHHE.

— Epy TtpymHO nocraBaTh, — ckazan fmka. — VX,
kak TpygHo! Marp w TO Buepa 0opIIa XBaTHJIACh.
A Bosak-to Bce pacreT.. Inaau-ka, OH yXe IIOYTH BCe
ciomntasn. Hy rie Ha Hero Hamacenbes!

— Y MeHA TOXe, — YHBUIO MNOAJAKHY/J Banpka. —
MaTp yBUZaJa OJUH pa3, Kak fA KOPKU Tally, AaBaill py-
ratbcA. TOJIBKO He porajajacb oOHa — 3aveM. Jlymaia,

YTO KPHUBOMY pAa3BO3YMKYy HaA IapeHble TPYIIH MEHSATh.
Yro e Temepb JesyiaTb? A Ha BOJIIO BBIIYCTUTH ellle
HEJb35?

— Her, moka eme Henb3s. Ckopo cya Oyaer Hacyer
CrenkuHBIX Kyp. MaMKy BBI3BIBAIOT, @ MEHSA B CBU/IETEIIU.

— B ToppMy MOryT 3acaguTh?

— Hy, yx B TioppMy! [leHbru, CKaxXyT, 3a Kyp Ja-
BaiTe. A rJie X HUX BO3bMeEIllb, JAeHer-to. M Ha 4YTO TOJIb-
KO WM JeHbI'W, OHH U Tak Ooratble, Ha 0a3ape-TO BOH
Kakasd JIaBKa.

Bonk mopomien, o6ygM3BIBAasCh, U JIET PAJOM, IIOJIOKHUB
OOJIBIIYIO YIIACTYIO TOJIOBY Ha SIIIKWHBI KOJIEHH.

ITonexanu mosya.

— fAmka, — copocun Banbka, — u 3ayeMm, IO-TBO-
eMy, 9TaKUH JOMIHA?
— Kaxkoit?

— J[a orpomubii. Ero exenu Bechb 00OHTH... Hy, CKa-
JKeM, B KaXKAY0 KOMHATY XOTS 3aryIiHyTh, U TO IIOJIIHSA
Haymo. A g dero rpadam Takume goma OputH? Bemp TyT
paHbIIIEe MTYK CTO KOMHAT OBLIIO?

— Hy, He cTO, a UTO IIECTHJIECAT — TaK 3TO U MOH
O6arpka roBopmwi. Y rpadoB Kaxkzas KOMHATA JJIsI 0co0Oro.
B opHoOli cuAT, B ApPYyrou e€AAT, TPEThA JJIs TOCTEH, B YeT-
BEPTOU JIJIs TAHIIEB.

— U p1g BCero 1o oTAeIbHOM?

— [na Bcero. OHM He MOTYT TaK >KUTh, YTOOBI, Ha-
mpuMep, KOMHAaTa W KyxHda. MHe 06aTbka TOBOPWJI, UTO Y
HUX JUIg pbI0 U TO OTHenbHass KomHara Obpuia. Hamycka-
IOT B 3TaKWH OTPOMHBIA YaH PBIO, a MMOTOM CHUIAT U YAOYU-
KaMH JIOBSIT.
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— 9x, Te1! U 60/IbIINX BHLIABIUBAIOT?

— Kakmx HamyckaloT, TaKWX W BbUIABJIMBAIOT, XOTh
IO TIy/Ty.

Basibka CJIaIOCTHO 3aXKMYypWJICS, TIPEJCTaBasAs  cebe
BBITACKMBAEMOTO IIy/[0BOTO Kapacs, ITOTOM CITPOCHI:

— A Bujes THI KOT/Ia-HUOY b, A1Ika, JKUBbIX TpacoB?

— Her, — cosnanmca Amka. — MnHe Bcero Tpu roga
6BIJ'IO, KaK HMX BCeX HAUYHNCTO WU3BeJgu. A Ha KapTO4Ke BH-
nmen. Y OaTbku ecTh. Ha Hell majipMa — JIepeBO TakKoe,

a Bo3jle Hee rpaeHOK CTOUT, TaK IIOCTapllle MeHsd, U B
IOTOHAX, Kak Oejible, KaZieTOM HAa3BIBAETCA. A XJIIONKUH
tako#. Exkenmm Takomy KTO mayn OBl IO 3arpuBKy, OH U B
IIITAHbI HABAJIKJI OBI.

— AKro OBI fas?

— Ja Hy XOTb 4,

— Ter... — Tyr Baspka c yBakeHHMEeM IIOCMOTpEJ Ha
fAmky. — Tsl BOH Kakol 370pOBBIH. A eciau A gan Obl,
TOI/Ia HaBaIWJI ObI?

— Tp1... — Amka, B CBOIO oOYepenb, OKUHYJ B3IJIAA0M
HyIUIyI0 (UTYPKY CBOEro TOBapuila, IOAyMaJl U OTBe-
Twi: — Bce paBHo HaBawmn 6bl. BaThka roBOPHUT, UTO
HUKOrZla rpadaM HAcynmpoTUB IIPOCTOrO Hapoja He
YCTOSITb.

— A kakoii Ha nasipMe QPYKT pacreT? BKycHBIH?

— He en. JJomxHO OBITH, YK BKYCHBIH, €XKEIU YK HA
najibMe. OTO BeAb Tebe He s0J0HA, OHA THINY PYyOJIeH
CTOWT.

Baspka 3axxMypuiics, 00 TU3BIBas TyOBI.

— Bor 6b1 ykycuts, fmka! XoTep Mase-eHeUKo... a TO
9TaK BCIO JKU3HB IPOXKUBEIID U HE YKYCHIIIb HU Pa3y.

— A yxymy. A BbIpacTy, B KOMCOMOJIBLBI 3aIlHIIYCh,
a OTTyZa B Marpochl. A MaTpOCHl IO Pa3HBIM CTpPaHAM €3-
IAT U BCE BUAAT, U BCSIKHE C HUMU IPUKIIOYEHUs ObIBa-
10T. ThI Jir0OUIITL, BasibKa, TPUKITIOUEHUS ?

— JIwob6mio. Tosnbko YTOOBI 3KHUBBIM OCTaBaThCA, a TO
OBIBAIOT IPUKIIOYEHUS, OT KOTOPBIX U TIOMEPETHh MOKHO.

— A 1 Beakue so6i0. fI cTpacth Kak repoeB J00JIO!
Bon Oespykuii Ilandun-OyneHHoBen opaeH wumeeT. Kak
CTaHeT IIpO IIPOILLJIOE paccKka3blBaTh, a)XX MOyX 3axBa-
TBHIBAET.

— A xak, fmka, repoem cziesaTbes?

— Ilandun rosopur, 4To Aj1A 3TOrO HYXKHO THATh He-
maHO OeJIbIX ¥ He OTCTYIAThCS Iepe] HUMH.

— A exxesiu KpacHBIX I'HaTh?

18



— A exenn KpacHBIX, TaK, 3HAUUT, Thl caM OeJIbIH,
U g BOT Tebs Kak TpecHy IO KOTEJIKy, TOrga He Oy/ielns
TpenaTbCs.

Basibka nclyraHHO 3aMuUraJ rjia3amu:

— Tax s xe HapouHo. PasBe ke s 3a Genprx? Crmpocu
X0Tb y MUImku-nuosepa.

— Mue B IIKOJBHOM OTpsiZie He OOJIBHO ITOHPaBU-
JIOCh, — CKasaJl HeMHoro mnoroada fAmxka. — Bor B gpyrux
OTpsZlax XOTh Ha JIeTO B Jiareps yXoJAT, B Jec. A B
IIKOJIBHOM JIEBUOHOK OoJibinie. 11 Bce CTHXH TaM ydar, Ipo
IIKOJIy Ja TMpo ydeHbe. fI moxonws, MOXOAWi, Jla U Iiepe-
cran. Kakue sxe MoryT ObITh JieToM ctuxu! Jletom pbIOy
JIOBUTD HaJI0, WJIU 3Mes IIyCKaTh, WIHU T'yJIATh NOJaJIbIIIe.

— A MeHA B IIKOJBHBIA OTpPSAZ BOBCe HE IPUHSIIU.
Ceperxxka KydyHUKOB HakajoBajicd Ha MeHsA, OyATO OBl
a1y CemeHuxu rpymu mooOTpsc. fI6ema Takodl BBIMCKAJI-
cd, a caM KOIZa B IIpOILIOM roay HedasHHo y I'aBpuiio-
BBIX CHEXXKOM OKHO pa30mia, TO U He CO3HAJICA, a Ha
Ilypky noaymanu, — ero MaTb W BblApasa. Toxe B3Tak
Ppa3Be XOpOIIIO JIeaTh?

— Hwuuero! BoT k 3uMe Jiecomwika OmsTh 3apabora-
€T, B TAMOIIHWUI OTpsAA W 3anumieMcsa. Tam Becesible pe-
O0sita. Tam exenum u mozAepyTcs WHOrZAA, TO HUYero. Hy
MOApAJINCh — TIOMHUPWINCh. Pa3zBe 06e3 5TOro Maap4ul-
KaM MOXHO? A B IIKOJIBHOM OTpsZle — 4YyTh 4TO, Cpasy
obcy-yxa-atoT!

fAmka cepUTO IUIIOHYJI U OJHAJICA:

— UWpru vago. Tel mocuaum eme, a 1 HaBepx — BoJky
3a BOZI0 cheraro.

Bepuynca fmka MuHYT uyepe3 aecAaTh. JIumo ero 0ObLUIO
032004Y€eHHO.

— TI'maaun-xa, — ckasaj OH, IPOTATUBAA JIaJOHb.

— Hy, gero raaaets-10? OKYypOK...

— A Kak OH B BEPXHIOI0 KOMHATY I1OTIaI?

Tak, MOXKeT, 3TO JABHUIIHUU, — HEYBEPEHHO IIPea-
nosioxkun Basmpka. — MoxkeT, 3TO emie OT CTaporo pexKu-
Ma OCTaJICA.

— Hy Her, He or craporo. BoH Ha HEM HaNHWCAHO «2-1
rochabpuka».

— Torma, 3Haunt, 310 CTemKUHBI PebATa MOBEPXY YXKE
mubpsn. fI 3Ha, y Hux Cepexkxka CMUDHOB TalKOM
KYpHUT.

— Koneuno, onu, — cormacuwica fAmxka. Ho Tyt oH
IIOCMOTPEJ HA OKYPOK, II0 KOTOPOMY 30JIOTOM OBLIO BBI-
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THUCHEHO «BBICHINH COPT», MOKAYas TOJOBOK U CKa3al: —
A Tombko ¢ uero O6bl 3T0 Cepekka CMHUPHOB BaKypuI
BJIPYT TaKHe J0POTrHe HaupOoCh?

MastbuyraHbl I[OCMOTpEJIH, HEZOyMeBasi, ADYr Ha Ipy-
ra. IToToM Kpemko mpuBsidasu Bosika, Hakazajiu emy MOJ-
yatb. U1, 66ICTPO BBIOPABIINCE, TOOEIKAIH JOMOI.

VII

Jleprau 3aTsHyJCA [JbIMOM IIUTapKHW, CBEPHYTOH U3
MaxOpKH, IpUHEeCeHHOHW fImko#l, u, ThIKasg NaJblleM Ha
Basnbky, cipocuit:

— Tak 310 OH Tebe Habpexays, YTO A KO3JIa CHENI?
Ckaxxer Toke! Kosen-ro eme u cefiuac B oBpare Je-
JKUT — HOTY OH cebe ciaomai. fI eMy ellle KJIOK TpPaBBI Cy-
HyJI, YTOOBI HE U3/I0X C TOJIOAY.

— Jleprau, — CIOpPOCHJ IIOC/Ie HEKOTOPOTO KoJieGaHusA
fAmka, — a re ThI JKUBEIIL?

Jleprau ycMexHyJIcs:

— Cam mpu cebe xkwuBy. [71e Ha HOUb NMPUTKHYCh, TaM
HAYTPO U IIPOCHYCh.

— Ay Tebs pogHBIE €CTh?

— Ectp, ga 1a71€KO0 JIE3Th.

Smka, cOUTHIA C TOJIKY TaKOH MaHEpOH OTBeYaTh, CKa-
3aJ1 yKOPU3HEHHO:

— W 3auem TbI, [lepray, orpsizaembcsa! Mbl  Beap
Tebe He JOIpoC JiejlaeM, a €XeJW CIpaliuBal 5, TO IO
Apyx0e.

Jleprau Bce eIlle HEIOBEPUHBO IMOCMOTPET HCIOAI00bS
Ha pebAT U OTBETUJI YKJIIOHYUBO:

— A KTO Bac 3HaeT, IO Jipy:k0e JIU WIH eIlle IOoYeMy.
A xak-to B PocroBe mox mocrom xkwia. llozcen ko MHe
KaKOU-TO XJIIOCT. DTaKWUU K€, KaK W $, pBaHb PBAaHbIO.
Konbacoti yroctui, manupocky gan. Hy, To fma ce, © Havaa
PO MOIO JKW3HBb paccopamuBaTh. f eMy caypy BO3bMH Ja
U pacckakd. VI Kak OT OTIA ¢ MaTepbid B TOJIOJHBIE TOZbI
MOTEPSICS, W KaKOU A TyOepHHH, KaKOH MECTHOCTH, UYeM
)kuBy. Jlake mpo ciiydadl, Kak MsCHYI0 JIaBKy OOOKpasH,
U TO pacckasaj. /[HA 3Tak 4yepe3 TPHU MOAXOAUT KO MHE caM
Xpdam, Aa Kak XJonm Imo Imee! A cam razery MHe B JIH-
o ThrueT. «Thl, — TOBODHUT, — YEro 3TO s3BIK pacIy-
ctwi?!» A s rpamoty 3Haw. [locmoTpesn s B rasery u ax-
Hys1. Mate 4gectHas! Bce 70 ciioBa, 4TO A TOBOpWJI, B rase-
Te HameyaTaHO — W KJIWYKA, U HUMA, W OTKyZa POJIOM,
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Y, TJIaBHOE, MPO MSCHYIO JIaBKy. 37I0pOBO TOorAa U30MiI Me-
HA 3a 9T0 XpAIl,.

— Mpsbl He HameuaTaeMm B raseTy, — HCIYTaHHO OTTaJI-
KkuBasg OT cebsa Takoe OOBHHEHHE, 3aroBopwy Banbka. —
Mpl gake HU CTPOKM He HameuaTaeM. fl fake He Bujen
HUKOTZIA, KaK 3TO IIeYaTaloT, ! OH He BU/IEJI TOXKe.

Heprau sekasqm Ha COuHe U O 4eM-TO AyMas. Tak, mo
KpaiiHeld Mepe, pemwa fimmka, IOTOMY 4YTO, KOTZa YeJIOBEK
JIEXXUT, YCTAaBUBIINCH IJIa3aMU B 3Be3JlHOe He0O, OH He
MOKET, YTOOBI HE [yMaTh.

— Jlepray, — chopocuwya HeoXuJaHHO fAmka, — a KTO
OH Tebe?

— Kakoit «oH»?

— XpsAwl.

IIpy ynommHaHum B5TOro uMeHH J[leprad Bech KaK-TO
JlepHyJIcsI, OBICTPO TIOBEPHYJICS U CIPOCIJI, HeZOoyMeBas
1 03J100J1€HHO:

— Kakoii emme Xpsmr?

— Jla TBI 2Ke caM TOJIBKO YTO IIPO HETO TOBOPHII.

— A-a... pazBe TOBOpWJI? — ONATh NOBEPTHIBAsICH HA
CIIVHY, pacceAHHO nporosopusn /[leprad. — Tak... 4eJyioBek
ofauH... Y-yx, u uenoBek! — Tyr Jleprau npumnopHsics,
0DOJIOKOTUBIINCh HA JIOKTH, JIUIIO €ro IepPeKOCHIOCh, U, OT-
MIBBIDUBAsl OKYPOK, OH J00aBUJ egKo: — Y-yX, U Hero-
JUH... yX, 1 OaHaUT!

— Hacroamuii? — MHUPOKO paCKpbIBas YAUBJIEHHO-
JIIOOOTIBITHBIE TJIa3a, CIpPOCWU Basbka W 00aBUJI € He-
CKDBIBA€MbBIM COXKaJIeHUeM: — A s BOT HHYEro He BU-
Jles1 — HU rpada XuBoro, HU OaHIUTA HACTOSIIETO.

Jleprau nmpe3puTesIbHO IMOXKAJI IIIeUaMU:

— A 1 u rpada Buze.

— Kusoro?

— Koneuno, He 10XJ10TO.

Baspka, Kak u Bceryia B MOMEHTBI BO3OYKIEHNS, 3a-
JKMypWJ [JIa3a U, IPOHUKINNCH HEBOJIBHBIM yBa)KEHUEM
K 000pBaHILy, CKa3aJI C IJI0X0 CKPhIBAEMOW 3aBUCTHIO:

— U cuactiuBelii ke THI, [leprad, 4To Bce BU/IEIL.

Jeprau mocmotpes Ha BasbKy yauBiIeHHO, OXKAIYH
JlaXke CepAuTO:

— VX, Kabbpl Tebe 3TAaKOe CYaCThe, 3aBBLI OBl ThI TOIZA,
KakK IepeZ, BoJKkoM KopoBa! HeT, y:k He NpuBeANCh HUKO-
My B9TaKOro cyacThf... IX, Kabpl MHe... — Tyr Jleprau
MAaxXHYyJI PyKOI0 U 3aMOJIJaJl.

U onate Amke 1okasanock, 4To Ha Agyuie y Jlepraua

21



eCTh KakKoe-TO OOJIbIIIOe, HEBHICKa3aHHOe rope. I, He 3Hasd,
COOCTBEHHO, K YeMy, OH IOJIOXKWJI PYKy Ha Iuiedo [leprauy
U CKasaJ:

— Hwuuero, [leprau! MokeT ObITh, Kak-HUOYyAb Bce
¥ oboumercs.

Heprau ormartHyscs ObBLIO, HO, BCTPETHBIIUCH IJIa3aMHU
C Cepbe3HO-IPYKECKHM B3IVIIIOM MAaJIbUyTaHa, CKJIOHJI
CJIETKA TOJIOBY M OTBETHJI KAK-TO IIPUTJIYIIIEHHO:

— Xopomo Obl, eciu Bce OOOILIOCH, Ja TOJIBKO He
3HAIO.

N c storo Beuepa mexnay fAmkod u Jleprayom mpoTs-
HyJIaCh HUTb HEOOBSICHUMO KPEITKOU JIPY>KOBI.

VIII

Wnes Jlepraua ObL1a OpsSMO-TaKW TreHHasbHA. IlOCBs-
IIEHHBIH B TAallHy MaJbyyraHOB W WX 3aTPYAHEHUsA C J0-
CTaBKOU WPOZOBOJIbCTBUA BoJIKy, OH OBICTPO HAIIEN BHI-
XO7I,.

Ha paccBere moxHO 6bUTO BuzeTs fAmky u Bambky
B cazay, Boszie crapod 6aHu. OHU TOPOIUIMBO BBIHOCHJIUA OT-
Tysla OOJIBIIION YYTYHHBIA KOTEJ, B KOTOPOM MAaTh pa3BoO-
Jiria OOBIKHOBEHHO IIEJIOK JIJISI CTHPKH Oebs.

To 006CTOATENHCTBO, YTO KOTEJ 3TOT pPebsTa IMOTAIHIN
He uYepe3 /IBOp, a IEPEBAJIWIM €ro mnpsaMo duepe3 3a60p
K OropojaM, IIOKa3bIBAJIO, UYTO BCE 3TO JesaeTcsa 0e3 Bemo-
Ma JOMAIITHUX.

BeiOpaBImICch HAa TPONHHKY, MAaJbUyTaHbl IIOAXBATHIIN
KOTEJI 32 PYYKHU U IIOCIEITHO CKPBUINCH B KyCTaX.

Eciu 6Bl mpocienuTh WX AAMbHEUINUHA IyTh, TO MOXK-
HO Obl OBUIO BUJETh HX HIPOOETAIUMH MHMO MYCODPHOH
CBAJIKM W WCYE3AIIIUMU B IIPOBaJE TJIYOOKOTO ITyCTBIHHO-
ro oBpara. 371ech ObUIO TUXO U 0e3BETPEHHO, TOJBKO KYyK-
JKaHbe HEYKJIIOKUX IIIMeJIed Ja HEeyMOJKAeMbId PpPOKOT
BeCEJIbIX KY3HEUNKOB 3aII0JIHSIN YTPEHHIO TUIITHHY.

PebsiTa OCTAaHOBUJINCH IIEPENOXHYTh.

— Hy wu snoBko >xe mMbl cupaBmiauchk? Hamo Beap ObLIO
STAaKyl0 MaxWHy BBITAIINTh. A K Beduepy MBI OIATH 0OOpar-
HO CTAIllNM, U Bce OyAeT IIUTO-KPBITO.

— Beuepowm-Tto TpynHee Oyzer, Amika, Hapoy 60bIIIe.

— Huwuuero, cupaBumces kak-aHubyas! Hy, noiimem.

OHU CBEpHYJIH B OJTHO U3 6€CUNCIEHHBIX OTBETBIEHUN
pycia oBpara W BCKOpe YBHUJAIU JBIMOK KocTpa u [lepra-
4a, JIeJIOBUTO XO3SIHHUYABIIIETO BO3JIE OTHS.
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Heprau pgep:kajl B pyKe HOXK U IIYYKOM CBIDOH TpaBbl
0o0THUpasl OKpPOBaBJIEHHOE JIe3BHE. PAOM Jekasa TOJIBKO
YTO COJIpAaHHAs KO3JIMHAsA INKypa U paspe3aHHas HAa YaCTH
TyIIa.

— A g yx AyMaJ, uTo BBl He NpHETe, — CKA3aI NpHU-
OnusuBmuMcess  pebstam  [leprau. — CMOTpuTe-Ka, Kak
s mAco paszenan. Tyr Temepp Bosiky Ha HeZe 0 XBaTUT.
Hanmo mpoBapuTh TOJIBKO IOKpeIrde Za coyu Oosblne Oyx-
HyTb, 4YTOOBI He wucmopTwiock. Hy, maBaiiTe 3a paborty,
JKUBO!

Hdeprau pacnopspkancs yMeIo | yBepeHHO. Basbka
0BT KOMaHAMPOBAH cOOpaTh XBOpOCT. flmIka KaMHeM BOU-
BaJI CTOUKHU /I KOTIA, a caMm Jleprad oOYHMINAT OT CYIheB
TIepeKJIa/INHY.

— PebGsra! — Bo30yKIeHHO TOBOpPMJ Banbka, Gpocas
Ha 3eMJII0 OTPOMHYIO Ky4y XBOPOCTa. — A BHH3Y AIIEPUII
ckoJIbKO! OTPOMHEIE ECTh, IaBANTE IIOTOM HAJIOBUM.

— MoXHO TOTOM HaJOBUTh, a ceddyac gaBail mojdOpa-
CBIBaH, pacrajnBai OrOHb.

[TymaMs, APOCTHO MOXKUpas CyXyl0 JINCTBY IOAOPOIIEH-
HBIX BETOK, BBICOKO B3METHYJIOCh U IIOJIBIXHYJIO TEIJIOM
HAa JINIIa MaJIBYYTaHOB, U 6€3 TOro pacKpacHeBIIIHeCs.

B koren, HAMOJHEHHBIH BOZOI0 U3 COCENHETO PYIbA,
HaKJIaJIW KYyCKH MsCAa U BBICHINATN YyTh HE IEJBbIA (YHT
COJIU.

— Taxk... roroBo Tenepb... C Hee Bosk Tak pasxkupeer,
YTO CKOPO C TEJIEHKA CTaHET.

3aBanwiauch Bce Ha TpaBy. CoOJIHIIEe BBICYIIWJIO YiKe
pocy. ITax10 MATOMN, HOJIBIHBIO 1 MEJIOM.

Jlexxanu cHayayia Mosua. Beicoko B Hebe 3BeHenu Oec-
MeYHble, CUACTIUBBIE JKABOPOHKH, Jla T/Ie-TO JAJeKO B CTO-
POHE MBIYAJIO BHITHAHHOE HA JIyTa CTaJIo.

— Basbka! — 7eHHUBO cKasas, He NOBOpAauuBas TOJIO-
Bpl, fAmxka. — A Hamen xkaprouky-to.. Hy, Kakyio!
C mayibMoM, KOTOPYIO A Tebe MOKa3aTh 00eIat.

— AmHy gap.

Basibka nDpUNOAHAJCA, paccMaTpuBas BBIIBETIIYIO (o-
Torpaduio, U JIULIO €ero MPUHAIO HEeCKOJIBKO pa30yapoBaH-
HOE BBIPaKEHHUE:!

— Hy yx! 3Orakyro naapMy-TO S B TpaKTHpe BUIAI
yepe3 OKOIIKO, TOJIBKO He 3HaJI, YTO MaJIbMON Ha3bIBaeT-
cia. A rpad-To Tak cebe, KaKOH-TO BEPT/IABBIH, TOJBKO HOC

BIEpe]] KPIOKOM BBIJAJICA Ja TMOAOOPOJOK YeThIPEXyTOb-
HBIH.
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— OJT0 y HUX B ceMbe Bce Takue. baTbka roBOPHWJ, YTO
y BCEro WMXHEro pojila dTaKWe HOChI, Kak y scTpeboB, Tak
V2K I10 HaCJIEZCTBY HOIILIO.

— A Hy paii, 4 nocmoTpio! — oTo3Basicsi Jlepray, rpes-
HINiCA Ha COJIHILE.

OH mnogHec doTorpaduueckyro KapTOYKy K IJla3am
U B Ty K€ CEKYHJy CJIeTKa BCKPUKHYJ M OBICTPO IepeBep-
HyJICS.

— 3wmeil! — ucnyraHHo BCKaKuBas, B3BU3THYJ Basibka.

SAmka MOAIPHITHYJI TOXKe.

Ho Jleprau He 11eBesbHYyJCA, cXBaTWiI ¢dororpaduio
oberMu pyKaMH U JKaTHO BITWJICA B Hee IJIa3aMU.

— Tme 3meit? Yero THI Bpelnb, Jypak? — paccepaui-
ca1 Ha Bampky flmka. — fI BOT Tebe /aM 3aTpemIwHy, UYTO-
OBI 3HAJI, KAK CIIyTUBATh.

Baspka BUHOBATO 3aMopraj Ij1a3aMu:
— Taxk pasBe ke 3T0 A? ITO Xe Jleprad... 4ero OoH Kak
y>KaJIeHHBIN BepTaHYJIC.

Amxka c¢ yauBieHHWeM mnocMoTpen Ha J[eprauva. Jluno
TOTO OBLIIO B3BOJITHOBAHHO U IJ1a3a OJyiecTeu.

— Kro 3T0? — cnpocun [eprau, mokaspiBasg Ha Kap-
TOUKY.

— 3r0... 370 Tpad 37eUHUM... TO ecTh cblH rpacdos. Mx
B peBOJMOIINI0 pasrpomwian. A rtae Boska-To MBI 1mps-
yeM — 3TO UXHAA ycaanpba ObLia.

— Bon oHo uro! — mpoGopmoran Jleprau, 3acoBbIBast
KapTouKy B KapmaH. UM, oTBeuas Ha fIIIKUH BOIIPOCUTEH-
HBIH B3mIAA, mobaswa: — Ilotom oTtmam!.. A Hy-Ka, 4ero

Mbl 3akaHuTenwiauch! OroHb 4UyTh He morac. JlaBall XBo-
pocTy.

Jloro — MOYTH Bech JIeHb — BO3WJIKCH B OBpare pebs-
tuiky. CoOupanu Cydbs, WUrPaId B KOJIBIIIEK, TOWMAaJIu
BHU3Yy YeThIpex AIIEpUI] U 3aBA3AIA HX 3aHATHO B TpA-
MUILY.

ToJIBKO YTO OKOHUWJIM BapUTh KOJJIATHHY, Kak Basb-
Ka, Pas3bICKABIINU IOBEPXy MAWKYI0 MaJiuHy, KybapeM CcKa-
TUJICS BHU3.

— PebsAra, — mnpomrentajs OH B3BOJHOBAaHHO, — TIIO
Tponke u3 jyieca Crenka, Mumka u IleTbka HAYT... JOJIK-
HO OBITb, 32 TPHOAaMHU XOIWJIH. BOT GBI HAKPHITH UX!

— Her, — otBetun fmka, mepebapbiBasi B cebe kesa-
HHE OTKOJIOTUTh CBOMX B3aKJATHIX BparoB. — Exkeau Mbl
B/IBOEM BBICKOUYHM, TO OHHM HAOBIOT HAC, IIOTOMY YTO HX
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6omnpine. A exenu c JlepradyoM, TOTZa OHH Y3HAIOT U BCEM
pacCcKakyT, UTO MBI ¢ HUM 320/[HO.

— Jlaii 1 opuH moiiny, — 3aJ0pHO MpeIokui [leprauy,
U, CXBaTUB HaJIKy, OH, KaK sIIepulla, HavyayJl IPOOUpaThCA
HaBepX.

Banpka u fmka 3abpanuch K Kpalo oBpara H, YyTh
BBICYHYB TOJIOBBI, IPUTOTOBWJINCh HAOJIONATh, a HAa Kpawu-
HUH cJIydad, yKe HeB3Upasd HU HaA YTO, HPUUTH HA IIO-
MOIIIb TOBAPUIILY.

Jleprau ocTaHOBHUJCSA 3a KyCTOM y TDOIKM M CTajJ Ka-
paynuts. Ena CrenkuHa KoMmmaHus npubiausmiack, [lep-
rad BBIIIeJ W, YyTh PAcCTaBUB HOTH, 3aropojwyi UM JO-
pory.

CTonp HeOXXHTAHHOE IOsBJIEHHE OIACHOTO IPOTHBHUKA
3aCTaBWIO OCTOJNOeHeTh Maybuuinek. Ho, coobpasuB TOT-
yac JKe, YTO HX TpPOe, a OH OAWH, OHU peLIWIHd 3allu-
HIaThCS.

— bBpocaii kop3uHy! — KpukHys Jleprad BeI3bIBAIOLIE.

Bmecto otBera Cremka IIOCTaBWI KOP3WHY U HAaKJIO-
HWICS 32 KaMHEM; OCTaJIbHBIE JIBOE CHIEeJIAIU TO JKe€.

— A, Tak BBl BOT Kak! — paccep:keHHO KpUKHYJ Jlep-
rad, W, OIVIyIIUTEJIbHO 3aCBUCTEB, OH OpoCWicAd ¢ IOAHSA-
TOH NAJIKOW Ha BParos.

— KpoBs! — B yxkace KpUKHYJ BAPYT KTO-TO, Pasryfd-
ZieB KpacHble pyku Jlepraya.

U, BepoATHO, IPEANOJIOKHUB, YTO cTpalrHblil /[leprau
TOJIBKO UYTO COBEpPILIMJI KPOBaBYI0 pacupaBy HaJ, KaKuM-
aubo IyTHUKOM, Bce TpOe, He JOXKUJAsAch, IIOKA U UX IIO-
CTUTHET Ta JKe y4JacTh, B IIaHHUKe OpOCWINCH 0eXaTh, IIpe-
cyle/lyeMble U3/leBaTeIbCKUM CBUCTOM [leprada.

— Bupgan, — BocxuieHHO 3aBonmwil Banpka, — Kak OH
onnH Ha Ttpoux! Oi! O#n! Kak xopomro, fmka, 4To MbI
capykmwuch ¢ Jleprauom! — U Banbpka BHe cebs OT BO-

cTOpra IpHHSJICA KaTaThCs 110 TPaBe.

Jleprau cmycTwics K KOCTPY, MoJjida OpOCHJI 3axBadeH-
HYIO KOP3UHY U OIIATH JIET.

— Kak sto TBI uMX 37m0poBO! — ckazan fmka, mojca-
JKUBAsICh PAJIOM.

Jleprau cjerka yyabIOHYJICA, MaXHYJ PYKOH, Kak ObI
TrOBOps, YTO HE CTOUT O TaKOM IIyCTSIKE pa3roBapUBaTh,
U OIIfiTh, BBIHYB (oTorpaduio, MPUHSJICA €e paccMaTpu-
BaTh. flmka BBICHIIAN TPUOBI HA TpaBy, a CTapyl KOp-
3WHKY KUHYJI B OTOHb.

— 3aueM ThbI?
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— Henp3sa xe ¢ UXHEH KOP3WHOH JOMOU BO3BpAIaTh-
¢, y3HaTh MOTYT. A TpHUOBI MBI IIOTOM CCHIIEM B OIIPO-
CTAaHHBIM KOTEJ W JIOMOH CTalllM, a TaM B CBOU JIYKOIIIKH
IepechlieM. A ecjli MaTepu CTaHyT pyraThCs: I/ie IIpola-
Jlaytn? — MBI CKaKeM, 4To 3a rpubamu xoawiad. ['pubbI-To
BO Kakwe... 6esiple, 6epe30BHKOB BOBCE MAJIO.

CoBceM yKe Beuepesio, Korzpa J[leprad, HaHW3aB KyCKH
Msca Ha OedeBy, OTHpaBWICA CHECTH IIPOIOBOJIBCTBUE
B «I'padckoe», a pebsTa, MOJXBATUB KOTEJ, IOTAIIHINCH
K JIOMY.

OHu 061aTONOJIyYHO MUHOBJIM TPOIIKY, HHUKOTO He
BCTPETIJIM HAa OrOpoJIax U yKe B CaAy CTOJKHYJINCH C IIO-
JIMBABIIEN IPAJKU MKUHOU MATEPHIO.

— 3JTo BBl YTO e, HJO0JbI, Jenaere? ITO Bac Kyzaa
€ KOTJIOM HOCHJIO? — TPO3HO IPUOJIMIKASACH, CIPOCUIIA OHA.

Banpka, kak U Bcerza B TaKWUX CIy4asAX, CTPEMUTENb-
HO Jayn xoxmy, a flmka Tak OTOpOmes, YTO TOJIBKO U Ha-
IIEJICS] OTBETUTH:

— Mp, mam, 3a rpubaMu... MBI CMOTPU Kakux Oe-
JIBIX...

— 910 ¢ KOWIOM-TO 3a TrpubamMu? — ocToJIOeHea
MaTb. — Jla ThI 4ero Bpeurp-To?

[Tonyuur 3arpeniuHy, fAIKa B3BBLI HE CTOJBKO OT 060-
JI¥, CKOJIBKO I10 00BIYal0, U yJIelleTHYJI BO IBOP.

Matp mozomnuia K KOTJIy, 3arjifHyJa B Hero W, YBUJaB
OoJipIIyI0 TpyAy TpuOOB, IpUILIA B emle Oosblliee HEMO-
yMeHUe:

— Dbatomku Bl Mou! Jla uto xe 3TO Takoe? f my-
MaJia, OH BpeT, 4TO 3a rpubamu... a OH Ha caMoM jeJe... —
U ona GecnoMOIIHO pa3Besa pyKaMU. — A TOJIBKO... TOJIb-
KO TIJle K€ 3TO BHUZAHO, YTOOBI IO JIECYy C JABYXILYZOBBIM
KOTJIOM 3a rpubamu XoAwiu... Jla y»X OHH, He nail Gor, He
COIILTY JTM U Ha CAMOM JieJIe ¢ yMma?

IX

B sTorT Beuep AmKy u3 goma OoJibIlle HE BBIITYCTHIIH.
Banpka mokpyTtmics ObLJIO BO3Jle ero OKHa, Iocsucres. Ho
OTTyZa BJPYT BBIIVIAHYJIO paccep:keHHoe JuIo AnrkuHoi
MaTepH U MOCJIBIIIAJICA ee CYPOBBI rosoc:

— A Bor Tebe mocBumry! fI Tebe MOCBUINY, IMOPOCEHOK
arakuii! fI BorT Tebe ceilyac Be[pO € MOMOSAMH Ha TOJIOBY
BBIILJIECHY!
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Baspka mapom OTKaTWwiICA NOZAJBIIE U PENIWI, YTO
fAmxky 3anepsam aubo 3acaguiay 3a apUMETHKY U IPUZET-
cs1 OfTHOMY OerKaTh HBIPETKY ITePEKUIBIBATD.

OH 3axBaTH ¢ CODOI0 «KOIIKY», TO €CThb SIKOPb U3
TrBO3JEH, IIOJBEIIEeHHbIH K TOHKOH OeueBe, U IIOHECCA
K peukKe.

ConHue yxe ckpbUIoch. Hajn mouepHeBmIell peKoI0 pac-
KUHy/IuCch obJylayka Temwioro Imapa. Bampka — cmycrmics
K CTapod HCKOPEKEHHOH paKuTe, PaCKHHYBIIEHCA BO3JIE
IOPOCIIIETO OCOKOHM Oepera, B3sl KOHEI[ OeYeBbl B JIEBYIO
PYKY, IIPaBOM packadyaa «KOIIKy» UM, HaMETHB MeCTO, ObI-
CTPO BBIOPOCHUII €€ BITEpEI.

Boga Oynpkuayna. UcmyramHo OyiaThIXHY/IuCh ¢ Oepera
BCTPEBOKEHHBIE JIATYIIKH.

Baypka moTsAHYs KOHell OedueBbl — OeueBa He HATATHU-
BaJIaCh.

— He 3anenuno! — poragancs oH U 1mepebpPOCHIT «KOIII-
Ky» UyTb IIpaBee. — Ara... Teliepb ecTh!

Cepaue ero 3aTpemerayjio, Kak IITHUNA, 3aIyTaBIIAsACS
HOYBI0 B KYCTaxX, KOTZIJa HEYKJIIOJKHE IPYTbS HBIPETKU IIO-
Ka3aJIUCh HAJT IOBEPXHOCTHIO BOZBL.

— 39X, ka0l mIyKa... 1160 HatnM GyHTa Ha TPH.

OH BBIXBATHJI HBIPETKY, IOAHSI ee K IJlazaM W, He 00-
pamas BHUMAHUSA Ha CTPYUKH BOZBI, CTEKaBIINE €My Ha
IITAHBI, IPUHSJICSA PACCMATPUBATH YJIOB:

— JIBe IJIOTBEL... TPU €pIIIa, TPY CAUTH U JBa PAKA.

Baspka B3710XHYJT pa304apoBaHHO, HAHU3AJI PhIOeIeK
Ha KykaH. PakoB BBIODOCHJI B PEKY, HBIPETKY IEPEKUHYJI
Ha JIPyTO€ MECTO U, CBEPHYB «KOIIIKY», BBIOPAJICS HaBEPX.

Bruta y:xxe HOuYb. KpacHOW aAyroo BBIIJIAABIBAI H3-32
Jieca Kpadl orpoMHOM JIyHBI. M, o3apeHHbIE ee CIa0bIM CHs-
HUEM, pas3BaJMHbI TPapCKOH ycaapObl Ka3aJauCh TeEIeph
CHOBA BEJINYECTBEHHBIM, KPEITKO CIIAIIUM 3aMKOM.

Ho uto 5T0? Basibka NOANPBITHYJ, TOYHO 3alellWyI HO-
oy 3a KOpATY, U BBIPOHWI KyKaH. OZHO U3 OKOH CIISIIEro
3aMKa 03apHJIOCh U3HYTPU CJIa0BIM CBETOM.

«Yro 3a mTyka? — mnoayman Bampka. — Kro aro
tam?.. Ara! Jla 3TOo, KOHeuHO, Jleprau 3axer cBeuy. Ho
yero oH Tam Opoxut? Kak oH, Aypak, IOHATh HE MOJXKET,
YTO OTCIOZla MOTYT YBHJATh MAJBYUIIKHA K 3aWHTEPEeco-
BaThCA!»

Baspka HaKJIOHWICA, OTHICKMBAsg OOPOHEHHBIH KyKaH.
Korga oH mnomgHAn ToMIOBYy, TO CBeTa B OKOIIKE YXKe He
OBLTO.
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U ma Ba.any HamaJio0 COMHEHHEe, 4YTO He HYHHbeI JIn
oTOJIECK Ha cnyqaﬁHo COXpaHUBIIEMCA OCKOJIKE CTEKJIa
IIPpUHAJI OH 3a OI'OHb.

«Hamo Oyzmer B3aBTpa crpocuTh Jlepraua, — pemrmi
oH. — Exxenu oH He 3a)KUrays OTHA, TO, 3HAYUT, MHE IIO-
Ka3ajioch».

X

C yrpa fAmKy HapsaAwId B HOBBIE INTaHBI, NPa3THUY-
HyI0 pybaxy, W U3 CyHAyKa MaTh JOCTajla MaxHyI[UH
Ha(TIIMHOM KapTys.

— MamMm... a KapTy3-TO 3a4eM? — 3alpOTECTOBAI OBLIO
fmka. — Cefiuac He OCEHb U HE 3UMA, U TaK JKapKO.
-— IlomankuBaii! — ob6opBasia ero MaTb. — XOYEllb,

yTOOBI CYAbA IOCMOTpEN Ha TebSA W cKazan Obl: y, Kakou
XyJIUTaH, Bechb pacrpenaHHblii! Jla poxy-To mosydIne
ymon. Jla ecnm crpammBath TeOsA dero OyayT, TO OTBedai
CKPOMHO, /1a HOCOM He IIMBITal.

B cynme onu Bcrpermyiu CTeNKWHY MaTh — JIABOYHUILY,
paspsiKeHHyIl0 B CTAapOMOJHYI0O  IUTIOIIEBYI0  KO(Ty,
u CTenky, 0 TOTO 3a4eCaHHOTO HasaJ, 4To, Ka3ajoch, IJIa-
3a ero JIaXKe 110 JIOY IMOaJINCh.

Matepu paccenuch Mosda, He I0370poBaBiInch. Crell-
Ka JKe YXUTpPWICA IoKazaTh fmike s3BIK, Ha YTO TOT IIO-
BEpHYJI EMY B OTBET aKKyPaTHO CJIOKEHHYIO (QUTY.

Hauasnoce pas3bupaTesbCTBO  BTOrO  3alyTaHHEUIIEro
JleJia 110 BCTPEYHBIM UCKaM O BO3MeEIIeHNU YOBITKOB.

IlepBBIi — O CTOMMOCTH TpeX Kyp, 3aAyIIeHHBIX coba-
KOH, HocAmmed KINYKy «Bosk». Bropoii — o croumoctu
JIBYX YTAT W KyCKa BapeHOro Msca, IMOXUIIEHHBIX KOTOM,
HocAmuM KIn4Ky «Kocoii». CHauaja HUYETO HEBO3MOXKHO
ObUIO TOHATH. BhIXOommiIo Kak OyATo OBl Tak, YTO Kyp HHU-
KTO He JyIIWI, a Msca HUKTO He yTrackuBai. Ilorom Bapyr
0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO Kypbl caMu ObLIM BHHOBAThI, MO0 3abpesu
Ha YyXKyI0 TEpPUTOPUIO U PA3PHIBAIN I'PSAAKHU C Paccaion.

A yrar coxpan U msAco crammia He «Kocod» KoT, 4To
CrenkuH, a «becxBocTbifi» CHIUMXHUH, KOTOPBIH JIaBHO YiKe
VMMeJl PenyTaliio II0JI03PUTENbHON JIMYHOCTH, 3aHUMAlo-
medica TeMHbIMH JenamMu. OpHako Oofikasg Celupxa TOTYac
’)Ke KJIATBEHHO IIPUCATHYJIAa B TOM, 4YTO «bBecxBocThIil»
BOBCE He ee KOT, a JKMBET OH Ha 4Yepjake ee 0aHU caMo-
BOJIbHO, caM 3a00TACh O CBOEM IIPOIUTAaHWM, U HUKAKOH
OTBETCTBEHHOCTHU 34 HETO OHA HECTH He MOXKET.
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— Cuzerens fkoB babymikwmH, — CIOpPOCWI CyJbs,
Erop CemeHoBuY, /OOpBIN CTapHK CO CMEMOIIUMUCH IJIa3a-
MM, — OTBETbTe MHe Ha BOIIpoC: OBLIM JIM BBl BO JIBOPE,
koryia cobaka Bosk 6pocuiach Ha COCEJICKUX Kyp?

— bria, — orBeuaer Amka.

— Yrto BBI fenanu?

— Mpbl... — fmka 3amuHaeTcs.

— OrBeuaiire... He 60iiTech, — NOAOATPUBAET CY/bA.

— MpsI c Banbkoii mysisti U3 porysib.

— W3 ygero-o?

— W3 poryms, — cmymascs, npogospkaer Amka. —
ITasika Takas ¢ pe3WHOW, B Hee KaMeHb 3aJI0KUIIb, a OH
Kak TpecHeT!

— Kypna TpecHet? — yauBiseTcs Cy/ibs.

— A Ky#a HauenuThCA, TyJa U TPECHET, — OObACHA-

er flmKa W OKOHYATEJbHO COWBAETCs, YCJIBIINIAB TYJI CHEP-
JKaHHOTO XOXOTa.

— Taxk!.. 1 4r0o Xe BBl czesanu, KOrZJa YBUJENH, YTO
cobaka BoJik ymuT cocescKux Kyp?

— Tax oHm, TOBapuly CyAbsd, caMu JIe3JlM K HaM Ha
TPAJKHU...

— A se npo To! BBl OTBEThTE, UTO BBl CHAeJaIU, KOTZA
YBUZIAJIY, YTO cobaKa AYyIIUT Kyp?

— Mpl.. Tak MBI KOrja IOJZOLLIM, TO Yke Bosk
ybexa.

— A KypsI OBLIH yKe JTOXJIbIE?

— A KXTO UX 3HaeT.. MOXeT, U He JOXJIble... MOXKeT,
OHH IIPOCTO C IEPEIYTY 0OMepJIH.

— Capurech... CBuzierens Creman CypkoB. BepHo in,
YTO Balllyi Kypsl 3a0pesy Ha 4y>Kol oropos?

— Osnu He camu 3abpesnu, UX HAPOUYHO 3€PHOM IIOAMA-
HUWIU.

— Ilouemy ke BBI lymaeTe, 4TO MOAMaHUIN?

— OO6sA3aTesIPHO MOJMAaHWIA. A TO 4Yero ke OHH Ha
qy>K0H JIBOp noiayT? UTO y HUX, CBOETO HET, UTO JIU?

— Koryia Bl mozi06paiu Kyp, To OHU OBLIH YIKe
JOXJIbIe?

— BoBce goxsple... a y OfHOU JaKe IIOJTHOTM He XBa-
Taso, Math Kak IOHecja X Ha 0aszap IpojaBaTh, TO TeX
JIByX HUYETO, a 3Ty TPEThIO HACUILY...

Tyr CrenaH, mOYyBCTBOBaB BZPYT THIUOK B OOK CO CTO-
POHBI cH/IeBIIIeH pAIOM MaTePH, BHE3AITHO YMOJIKAET.

Ho yxe mosgHO, U CcyAbsA cIpaliuBaeT CTPOTO U YIUB-
JICHHO:
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— Tak, 3Ha4UT, BHL... JOXJIBIX Kyp IIpoiaIn Ha 6azape?

CrenknHa MaTh YYBCTBYeT, KAaKyI0 OIUIOIIHOCTH JOIIy-
CTHUI €e CHH, ¥ TPOOYyeT BEIBEPHYTHC:

— Bper oH, ToBapumi cyzapsa! Kypbl TOJIBKO IOMATHI
ObUIM, a BOBCe eINe JKUBBIE; 51 WX, KOHEYHO, 3ape3asa
U Ipojiasa.

— Ta-ak! — pacraruBasg cj0Ba W XUTPO COIIypHBa-
SICh, TOBOPUT Cy[bs. — 3HAYUT, Bbl YTBEPIKAAeTe, YTO 3a-
pe3ayiy CBOMX JKUBBIX Kyp U Hpojaum ux Ha 6Oasape... Ho
IIO3BOJIBTE: O YEM K€ TOT/IA MOXKeT OBITh UCK?

3ayn [pyKHO cMmeeTcs, a flmka 4YyTh He B3BU3IHBAET
OT YZOBOJIbCTBUA. fIlIKa HaBepHAKa 3HaeT, 4To Boik 3a-
OYIIWI Kyp, HO mociie Toro kak Cremka COOJNTHYJ, YTO WX
nponasii Ha 6aszape, CTenKWHOM MaTepu HHUKAK HEBO3-
MOXKHO YTBEPIKAATh, YTO OHA IIPOZAJIa TOXJIbIX KYP.

— Vx! — xpuuuT OH, Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPEMS BBIXOASA
u3 cyga. — Hama B3sia.

A mo3amu pas3o3jIeHHAsA JIABOYHHUIIA TOBOPUT THXOHBKO
Crenke:

— TIloroau, BOT joMO¥ mpuzeM, s TeOA BBIZEPY, MOKa-
XKy s Tebe, Kak sA3BIKOM OpexaTs! — I, moBopauwBasch
K SmkuHOW Marepu, OHAa KPUYUT CEPAUTO: — A BBI CKa-
JKUTE CBOEMY COPBaHILy, 4TOObl OH He Oe3o0pasHuuan! YT-
POM OTBODPSII0 KJIQNOBKY, J1a Tak W oOMepia — IO BceMy
[IOJIy SIIEepHl MIMBITAIOT. 3HAI0 1, KTO 3TO C OTOPOZAA Yepes
OKOIIIKO HAITyCKAaJI.

Ho flmka nmepraer mMarh 3a IOAOJ U TOBOPUT eil ybenu-
TeJIbHO:

— He Bepp, mam! YTO 5, 3MEHHBIA YKPOTHUTEJb, UTO
am? fI m caM Beex SEPOB U 3MeEB XyKe CMEPTH OOIOCH.

XI

B mpenpimymuii Beuep /[lepray, 3axBaTHB HAaHU3AHHYIO
Ha OeueBKy KO3JIATHHY, nycTwica Oexars kK «['pad-
CKOMY».

B moasasne crosn ye moisympak. Jleprau 3aker ceedy
YU, KUHYB KyCOK MsfAca Bcerja rosiogHoMy Bosiky, yserca
Ha OXallKy ceHa U OIAATh BBIHYJ doTorpaduio.

— Tak BoT oH kTO! — mpomenTtan [eprad. — A 1 Ay-
MaJl, 4YTO 3TO TOJIbKO KJIWYKa y Hero... B smoserax... A Te-

Iepb 70 Yero JOIIejl YeJOBeK... Tak, 3HAYUT, 9TO €ro BCS
ycaanba ObLia...
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Jdeprau cyHys1 KapTOuKy B KapMaH M, YJIOXKHB C cODOIO
TEIJIOTO, IJIOTHO 3aKycHUBIIero Bojika, 3aKkpbLt r1a3a.

I[Tog cBojaMu KaMEHHOrO TMO/Bajia CTOsiJIa MepTBas
tummHa. CIHIBIIHO OBUIO JTajke, KaK KOJIOTHTCS pPaBHO-
MepHO cepAlle Boska ga WIypmudr IoJi OKHOM Ha Ipyay
TPOCTHUK.

Heprau ycHyn. Cman OH Kpemko, HO OecrokoiHo. Bo
CHE OH BUJEJI AJIBMY, a IO, MaIbMoH fAmKy.

«Upn cropa», — 3Ban Amxka. W Bapyr leprauy ysupjai,
YTO 3TO BOBce He flmka, a camM T'DO3HBIA HAIETYUK XPsII
CTOUT U MaHUT €ro MajblleM: «A Hy, HOWAW CIOfa, MOUIU
croia... A modeMy TbI 3axXOTesa OBITh JOMYITHHKOM, a 3a-
YeM ThI OPOCHJI CTPEMSI?»

Jeprau xoTeysl KpUKHYTh, HO HEe MOT; XOTeJ 0Oexarb, HO
TpaBa 3aKJIEWJIA HOTH; OH PBAHYJICA H... OTKPBLI IJ1a3a.

Bosik crosim psjmoM. BupHO OBLIO, Kak 3€J€HOBATHIMU
OTOHBKAMH TOpeau ero Imiasa. Jleprau momwiaauwia cobaky
U TI0OYYBCTBOBAWI, YTO KaXKJAbIH MYCKYyJl €€ Halpy>KUHEH
U HATIPST?KEH.

— Tb1 wero? — cnpocun [leprau mienoToMm u, MPUCTY-
IIUBAsCh, YJIOBWUJI T/E-TO JAJIEKO BBEPXY €Jie CJIBIIITHBIN
HIOPOX.

«9TO COBBI TOHSIOTCS 3a JIETYYUMU MBbIIIIAMU,—IIO/Ty-
Mayn OoH. — Kro croozma HOub0 mpupet. Jloxkuces, Boik, j10-
JKuch... Hukoro Het. MbI OZHI ».

W, xpenko oOHSB cobaKy, OH IIOJIEXKAaJl elle HEMHOTO
C OTKPBITBIMHU IJIa3aMH, IIOTOM YCHYJI W OOJIbIlle HE IIpo-
CBITIAJICA /IO paccBeTa.

XII

Heprau otrBetun Bajipke, YTO HHKAaKOTO CBeTa OH
B BEpXHHUX KOMHAaTax He 3axkuraj. Ho mpu 3TOM OH Tak
CMyTWICA W HaXMypwicd, YTO 3TO HE YCKOJb3HYJI0 OT
IJ1a3 MaJbUyTaHOB.

— f ngymaio mojaThcs 3aBTpa OTCIOZJa, — COBEPIIEHHO
HEOKU/JAHHO 3asIBIJI OH.

— Kyna noparbcs? 3auem, [leprau? PaszBe Tebe 31ech
¢ HaMH IIJIOXO?

Heprau momosyast... BupgHo ObLIO, UTO OH KoJiebGseTcs
U XOYET YTO-TO CKa3aTh pedsaTam.

— Bce Tyzma ke, — B370XHYB, IIpOrOBOPUJ OH. — JloMm
CBOM pa3bICKMBaTh. Y MeHs BeJb U OTell W MaTb I7Ie-TO
ectb. Kak OB T0JIOZ, TaK 5 IIOTEPSICS OT HUX BO3JIE
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Opecchbl, a Tenepb W He 3Haw, rae oHu. Jlymar B Cubupsb,
B ropog bBapHaysn, mpobGparbcs, TaM TI/le-TO Y MeHsA TeTKa
ecTh — OHA YK HaBepHO ajzpec poauTeseill 3Haer. la BcA
Oema TOJIBKO B TOM, 4TO s (GaMWINU ee He 3HAW, a 3HA,
4TOo 30BYyT ee Mapbeil. /la B JINI[0 HEMHOT'O IIOMHIO.

— Tpynuo Haittu 6e3 damrium, leprad.

— TpynHo, — mnoarBepaun Banpka, — Bo, Bo3pMeM
XOTh Y HaC TPHU COCEACKUX JIOMa, a U TO B HUX 4ueThipe Ma-
pbH, €XeJu He CYUTaTh Jake MaHbpKy KypkuHy, KOTOpOU
OUH TOf, Ja KO3, KOTOpPhIXx MalikaMu 30ByT. A Kak TBOe-
ro otna ¢damuius, Jeprau?

— Enxkun IlaBen, a meHs MWUTBKOU paHbIE 3BaJIHd.
ATO yXKe Korjma s B OeCIpU30pPHUKH IIOHEBOJIE IIOMAJ, TO
TaM MHeE KJIUUKY JaJIH.

— A mnouemy, leprau, TBI Tak BApYyr cobpajcsa yxo-

JUTH?

Jleprad onAaTh HaXMypHJICA.

— A motoMmy.. — CKasaJg OH IIOCJ€ HEKOTOPOro pas-
IyMbsl, — YTO OYyTWICSA f 37ech, yberasa ot Xpsma. Msl

Ha IJIaBHOHM JIMHUU, Ha BETKE C HUM HEYASTHHO CTOJIKHY-
such. OH Tam OBUTI C OJTHUM e€Ille, & Telepb IO HEKOTOPBIM
IpUMeTaM AyMam s, YTO He CIO/Ia JIU OHU HAIPaBJISJINCH
TOXE.

— Hy u Ttebe-to uro? Uro Tebe Xpsln, HAYAIBHUK,
9TO I ?

— Xpam-to? — W Jleprad HacMeIUIMBO IOCMOTpes Ha
AmKky, kak OBl YAWBJIAACH HEJIENMOCTH TaKOrO BOIIpOCA. —
Xps1 exxesty HOMMaeT MeHs, TO 0013aTeIHHO YObET.

— [Ha 3a uro xe ybber? PasBe ecThb TaKOH 3aKOH €My,
4yT0OBI yOUBATH?

— ¥ HUX eCTbh 3aKOH.

— Y xoro — y Hux?

— ¥V HacToAmMMX HAJIETYUKOB. f co cTpems ybexkat,

Ha KOTOpPO€ OHHM MeHS IOCTaBWIH... A y HUX yXKe TaK 3a-
BEZIEHO, UTO KTO CO CTPEMs CaMOBOJIBHO YizieT, TOro o00s-
3aTEJIBHO YOUBATD, KAK 32 H3MEHY.

— Yro ke 3TO 3a cTpeMA?

— Kak Obl Tebe ckasath... Hy, kapays... wid HaOJ0-
JlaTeb, KOTOPOTO BBICTABJISIOT BO3JIE JOMAa JJIsI CHTHAJIA,
moka rpabsar. Bor meHsa Xpsny w mocraBwi, a s ybekai
HapOYHO... U3-32 9TOTO JBOE TOT/IA CTOPEJIH. ..

— Tloxap 6p11?

— [JHa He moxkap... Cropein — 3TO, 3HAYUT, MOMAJIUCH
U B TIOPbMY CeJIH... [la 4ero BbI CTOUTE, PThI IOPAa3UHYB?
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— YygHo 6GonbHO, Jlepray, — poOKO oTBeTHs1 Basb-

ka. — W paccka3 Takod CTpalIHBIH, U cJIOBa Kakuhe-TO He-
[IOHATHBIE. ..
— C cobakamu Oyfenib KUTh, — CaM HAaCOOAYHUIIIbCS.

U po uero Bpenusbiii 3T0T Xpsmy! CKOJIBKO OH pebAT cMy-
TWJI, CKOJBKO M3-32 HEro B HCIPABUTEJIBHBIX KOJIOHUAX
cumaT! X, W Hajmoeda MHe 5Ta cobaubsA Ku3Hb! Bece pas-
HO, €XeJu XOTb He HalJy cBoero aomMa, OTO BceX CHJI
Oymy crapatbcs KyAa-HUOYZAb IPUCTPOUTBCA — K CaIlOXK-
HUKY B YYEeHUKH JIUOO B HOJIUIUBAIKUA, — YK T/e-HUOYIb,
a NpuTkHych. Jla yero TyT TOBOPUTh? — KOHYMJ [leprau
U TPAXHYJ JIOXMaTo¥ rosioBoi. — TpyaHO XOTh, HO eciu
3ax0yellb, TO BCE-TAKW HA XOPOIIUH IIyTh BBIBEPHEIIb-
cd... KoHunM mpo 3TO pasroBapuBaTrh, MOOEKUM JIydIlle Ha
peuKy muABOK JIOBUTH; y Ko3bero 3abpoza ecTtb cTpalleH-
HBIe; TOTOM KymaThcs Oy/leM, a TO 4Yero mpo rope pasmay-
MBIBATh...

Jloma maTth ckazasa fAiike:

— A Tebs TyT oTell Bce pasbickubai. ®oTorpaduio
KaKyI0-TO, TOBOPUT, He OpaJI JIX THI.

— Kaxkyo eme dpororpaduio?

— Jla copocu y Hero camoro. OH B ambape 4ero-to
poetcs.

«Bot emle HOBadg HamacTtb», — moxyman fAmka. — U Ha
YTO OHA €My ITOHAI00MIach?»

N3 ambapa Bbimen oterl. OH ObLT 3achillaH ITHLUIBIO
U IEPKAJT B pyKax KUITy KaKUX-TO MOKEJITEBIINX OyMar.

— AmeHbKa, — cKasajJ OH JACKOBO, — He BHUAAI JIHU
THI TJle KAPTOYKY C IaJIbMO?

— Bupgan roe-to!

— A TBI HOUIM IPUHECU MHE €€...

— Xopomo! — ckazan fmka u HampaBwicid ObLIO
B KOMHAaThl, HO, II0 JJOpOre BCIIOMHUB, YTO KapTOUKa OCTa-
jgace y Jleprayua B KapMmaHe, OH BepHyjcad. — Jla A He

IIOMHIO y’Ke, TIamaHs, rae s ee Buaen. 11 3auem oHa Tebe
BJIPYT ITOHAA00MIACH?

— Hyxno, Mmibli! A TBI BCHOMHH 00s3aTeJIBHO.
Exxenm BCHOMHUINL W TpPUHECEIIb, s Tebe IOJITUHHUK
oz apio.

— Tlo-ontu-usHUK? — pacnBen gaxke fAmka. — A He
obMaHes?

— O0s3aTeIBHO CPa3y Ke MOoAaPIo.

Amka wucues, TepsAAch B JIOrafKaX, C Yero 3TO OTell
PeLInI TaK pacieapuThes. Panbiie, 6bIBAIO, TPUBEHHUK
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B BOCKDECEHbE HE€ BCET/Ia BBIMPOCHINb, a TYT BIAPYT Cpasy
LeJIbIN TOJITUHHHUK.

OH BBICKOYMJI U 3aCBUCTAJ BaJibKy.

— Banbka! Trl He 3Haelnb, rae leprau?

— JlomxHo 6bITh, y Bosika HOuyeT. A uT0?

— TIloGexum, Banbka, B «I'padckoe», oH MHe Oefa Kak
Hy:keH. KapTouky y Hero B3aTb. Otell obemiasn, eciau
51 TIPUHECY, 1aTh MIOJITUHHUK.

— Temuo yxe, fAmka. Iloka gob6ekuM, U BOBCE HOYb
HacTaHeT.

— Hy 4to ke, YTO HOYb, — a 3aTO MOJTUHHUK. MBI
3aBTpa OBbI ceJUTPHI Ja OepTOJETOBOH COJTHM KyHWUJIU — pa-
KeTy cJieIaeM.

— Hy, nmobexxum, — TOJBKO YTOOBI OJXHUM JOyXOM. Y

MeHs MaTh B 6aHI0, KCTaTH, yIILIa.

Ioneciuch. fmka Oexkanm POBHBIM, pa3MepPEHHBIM IIa-
oM, Kak HACTOAIIMH OeryH-cropTcMeH. Basibka ke He
MOor u TyT oboiTuch 6e3 BbIKpyrac. OH TO ydamiana, TO
yMeHbIIIaJl IIar, IOIYTHO MOoApa)kajl TO (BIPYAHBIO MO-
TOPA, TO IBIXTEHHIO IOKOMOTHBA.

BoT u noBOPOT HaZ, PEUKOIO.

— A ny, mogpgaii mapy... Ty-tyy!..

N Bapyr Banbka-nmapoBo3 Ha IIOJTHOM XOAy JajJ TOp-
MO3, OCTAaHOBWJICS KaK BKOIIAHHBIN U fAmka.

Banpka wusymsieHHO nocMorpesn Ha fAmky, Amka Ha
Banpky, moroMm 06a HOBEpHYJIM TOJIOBBI B CTOPOHY pa3Ba-
suH «I'padckoro». COMHEHMI — He MOIJIO OBITh HUKAKHX:
B YIJIOBO¥ KOMHATE BTOPOTO 3TaKa FOPEJ OTOHb.

— Oro! — mporoBopun fAmka, BBIXOASA U3 OIENEHe-
HUA. — JTO YTO XKe elre Takoe?

— A xe rosopua! A rosopwa, uto [eprau 3axkuras
oroHb. Thl BUZEs, Kak OH CMYTWICS, KOIZla f €ro CIPOCHUJI
PO OT'OHB?

— Jla 4dero ke eMmy IOBepxXy miatarbcsA? UTo OH Tam
3aresy1? 3Haellb YTO, JaBall TMOJKpazeMcs W TOAIJIAIUM,
4ero elfe OH TaM BbIlyMaJl.

— DBos3HO0 9TO-TO MOATrNAAAAT, fAIIKa.

— Bor eme, yero 6oa3H0! Yaii, oH ¢ HaMu 3a01HO. Jla
U KapTOYKa-TO TOXKe HyKHAa. IIOJTMHHUKU TOXKe He Kax-
npii geHb obemator. Cerogusa 6Oarbka moobemas, a Ha-
3aBTpa BO3bMET U pa3/lyMaer.

U o6a Maspuyrasa MpUILyCTUIUCH OISATH IO TPOTIKE.

VK KakoH CTpPaHHBIH W NPUYYJIUBBIA HOYBIO 3aMOK!
OrpoMHBI€e JINTIBI CIIOKOMHBIMU BEPIINHAMU UyTh-UyTh
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He KacaioTcs JiyHbl. Cepblll KaMeHb pasBaJIMH He Be3Jle OT-
JIMYUIh OT HOYHOTO TyMaHa. A YepHBIA 3apoCHIui mpym*
B KOTOPOM OTPJKAIOTCA 3BE3/[bl, Ka)KeTCA IVIyDOKOH IIpo-
MIACTBIO C CBETJIAYKAMY, PACCHIIAHHBIMH I10 JTHY.

Kak crpaHHO Bce HOYBIO, Kak OyaTo OBl BCEe BEIU IIe-
PeABUHYJINCH €O CBOMX MecT. Bce IpUXOAWTCS Pa3bICKU-
BaTh CcHavaysa. VY crapas JjMma JIEKUT Kak OyAaro Obl He-
TaM, T7e JIeXKasa, ¥ 3apoclilee IUTIOIIOM OKHO He Ha MecTe.

— 3anesai, Baabka.

— ATwI?

— W s ceiiyac, TOJIBKO OOTHMHKU CHHMY, 4YTOOBI He
CKpUIIEJIH.

TUXOHBKO cCTymass OOCHIMHM HOTaMH IIO XOJIOJTHOW Ka-
MEHHOH JieceHKe, fllka Havajn mpoOUpaThcs HaBepx, Ha-
MepeBasCh y3HATh, YTO UMEHHO JeJaeT TaM B TakKylo
MMO3HIOI0 Iopy Jeprad.

OH mouTH Jo0pasicsi A0 BepxXHEU CTYNEHbKH, Kak Basb-
Ka HEOCTOPOXKHO CTYNWJI Ha KaKylO-TO JOCKy, KoTopas
IIpefaTeIbCKU FPOMKO CKPUITHYJIA.

W ToTuac ’Xe, K HECKa3aHHOMY Y»Kacy MaJIbUyTraHOoB,
IyXol 0ac, HUKAaK He MOTIIHN NpUHAIekaTh Jleprady,
CKasza:

— A kak OyaTo ObI BHU3Y YTO-TO 3aIIyMEJIO?

W ppyroii roJioc, TATYYHH U PE3KUE, OTBETIII:

— Hexomy Tyt 1rymets. KTo cioa HOUbIO 10OJIe3€eT?

— Hapo Bce-Taku 3aropoguTh OKHO, — IIPOAOJIKAI
nepBbIii. — Cxofu BHU3, s TaM POTOXY BHEN, a TO MO-
JKeT YBUIATh KTO-HUOY/b COET CO CTOPOHBI PEYKH.

IIpu sTHX CJI0Bax MaIbUyTaHBI elle OOJIbIIe Ieperry-
TINCch, TaK Kak BHU3 HYXHO OBUIO CIyCKaTbCcAd MHUMO
Hux. OHM XOTenu y:Ke OBLJIO HANpOJIOM KUHYThCS K OKHY,
HO BTOPOU T'0JIOC OTBETHJIL:

— OO0otizleTcss HA CETOHSA U TaK. Y MEHS CBEUYKH HETY
3aIllaCHOH BHU3 U/TH.

Torza mezeHHO pebsaTa HAYaIu ISATUTHCA Ha3a/l,

Onu BBIOpasIMCh K OKHY M, BBICKOYMB Ha 3€MJIIO, BO
Bech Jyx Opocuiuch 6exaTh, OCTaBUB Jlaske HenojobpaH-
HBIMU SIITKUHBI CIIpATaHHBIE OOTUHKHU.

XIII

JloGexkaB /10 OropozioB, pebATHUIIKY, He 00Cyxaas Bce-
o CJIyYUBIIErocs, YCJIOBUWJINCH BCTPETUTHCSA 3aBTpa IIO-
paHbllle ¥ pa36eKaauch 10 JOMaM.
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Amka HBIPHYJI TOJ OJEsAJI0 U, YKPBIBUIUCH C TOJIOBKOH,
MIPUTBOPIJICS YCHYBIIIHMM.

Botiesn oter u cripocus1 y MaTepu:

— Cour yxe fmka-ro? He nHamesn, BumHO, ¢oTorpa-
dwuro. Ix, U KaJb, €3KeJIU He Hau/ieT!

— Jla Ha 4yTO OHa Tebe? — OTO3BAJACh H3-TOJ OfesIa
3achIllaBIIas y>Ke MaTh.

— Bor B TOM-TO u Aeno, 4To ecThb Ha urto. PoTorpa-
dusa 3aBasib 3aBaIbI0, €d TATAK IIeHA, a MHE 3a Hee IIs-
Tepky mocyaunu. Cuxy s, raseTy 4YHTAal0 B CTOPOXKKe.
I[TogxomuT KO MHE KaKOM-TO HEW3BECTHHIM 4YeJIOBEK.
A cpagy yragan, uro unpuexuil. IlozmopoBasica OH
u cropamuBaer: «Bwer Oymere Maxcum HedemoBuu Ba-
OymkuH?» — «f», — roopwo. — «QOuens npuarHo! Xore-
Jloch OBl MHe C BaMHM IIOTOBOPUTbH. EiKesM BBl He 3aHATHI,
TO, MOKET OBITh, 3alLIX ObI BBl CO MHOM B COCEAHIOI0 Yaii-
HyI0, «30JI0TOe JIHO», a TaM 3a OyTHUIKOH NHHBa 5 U3JIO-
KU Obl BaM CyTh Jiejia». A A Kak pas JOMOU coOupasics
yxke. «YTO Ke, — TOBOpIO, — MOXHO M 3aiiTu. Ilorogure,
s TOJIBKO KapeTHUK Ha 3aMOK 3amlpy». 3allUTd Mbl B YaH-
Hyl0, MOAAaJdd HaM IMapy NUBa, W NPHUCTYOWJI OH K Jey.
OxkaspIBaercs, MpUeXaJl OH C TOBAapHIEM U3 Topoja oOT
KaKoOro-TO 00IlecTBa IO HU3YYEHUI0 PYCCKOH crapuHbl. To
€CTh HW3Y4aloT OHU pa3Hble CTapble IIOCTPOMKHU, YCambObI
u 1epkBu. Kakoll apxuTekTop cpaboTay, B KakOM TOAy Ja
B KakoMm cTwie. M BOT 3aMHTEPECOBAJIUCHh OHU UM rpadckum
uMeHueM. fl OOBACHHUI eMy, YTO XOTA U MHOTO JIET CJIy-
KU1 y rpada caioBHMKOM, HO ycaabba cama JIeT 3a CTO
ele JI0 MeHsA IOCTpoeHa Oblja, TaK 4YTO HACYET apXUTEK-
TOpa CcKazaTh HHU4YEero He MOry. BOoT uTo kacaeTcs opaHike-
pell W mapka, — 3TO BCce OBLIO IOJi MOUM HaOJIOEHUEM.
Cran oH TOrZa MeHs pacclpaliuBaTh, Kakuhe pacTeHHsd
BBIpAIIMBAIN Jla Kakue LBeThl. fI oTBeuaro eMy U ymoms-
HyJ1 K caoBy mpo mnainbMmy. OH He Beputr: «He wmoxer
B DOTakOM KJIMMaTe Ha BoJie TMajdbMa I[IPOU3PACTATH».
«Kak, — roBoplo, — He Moxer? f Bparb He Oyay —
y MeHd U 10 cuio mnopy ¢ororpadusa c Hee COXpPaAaHUIACHY.
Kak 3absecrenu y Hero rmiaza.. «Ilpomaiite Ham 3Ty ¢o-
Torpaduio, — ImpezjaraeT OH MHe, — MBI BaM 3a Hee
pyoneit mare gagum. Bam oHa HU A1 4yero, a HaMm JJIA
KoJUleKIuu». f Tak W axHyJ — 3a BCAKYI0 JPAHb Ja IATh
pyoneit! Hy, mymaio, BepHO y»K, UTO He B3Haellb, I7e de-
JIOBEKYy yAada BbImaziaet. VI moobemnajicsi eMy IPUHECTH...
Jla BOT TOJIbKO HUTZIe HAUTH HE MOTY.
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— Jlypaku JtomuM, — cKaszaja, 3eBas MaTb. — JleHer
UM JeBaTh, YTO JIM, HeKyAa? B mpomwioM roge Toxke Xy-
JOKHUK KakoH-To ¢ ChIUMXU IOPTPET PHUCOBATh B3SJICS,
Jla ellle MO IIeJIKOBOMY 3a JieHb el Iwiatwia. Hy B3sim Obl
XOTh TIpeZiceiaTesieBy >KEHy CPUCOBaJ HJIM €eIlle KOro IIo-
npurisgHei, a To Chlunxy — Ja Ha Hee W 0e3 TMoOpTpeTa
CMOTpPETH OTOPOIIH OepeT!

— A THl TOWINU BCe-TaKM KapPTOUKY-TO, MHATEPKU IIOJ
3a00poM He BaIAlTCI. Bou flilke K OCEHU MAJBTHUIIKO
CIIPABJISATh IIPUJIETCSI, U3 CTAPOTO-TO OH BOBCE BHIPOC.

«99X, U Ay-ypaku Mbl! — moayman fiika, OCTOPOXKHO
BBICOBBIBASICH HU3-TIOJT oOflesyia. — IX, U Tpychl!! UM uero
uemyraiuch? MupHble Jjioau ycaapby obciemyior. Jla ere
Jo0pble Kakue, OTIy MATh pyOsei obGemanuch. Ham GBI
BMecTO 4yeM OexkaTh, HaJl0 Obl HaBePX K HHUM BBIODATHCS.
MoskeT OBITh, TMOCOOMIM OBl B YeM-HHOYAb — TJIS/IHUIID,
0 JABYTPUBEHHOMY 3apaboraymu, a Mbl Oexartb. U uero-
TOJIKO HOYBIO CO CTpaxa He MOMEPEITUTCs! »

Amka HATIHYJ TIOKpemde Ofes0 € YC/IBIIIaa, Kak
OTeI TOBEPHYJI BHIKJIIOUATE b, BHIKJIIOUAS CBET.

fAmka moBepHysicA Ha OGOK W 3akppul Iv1aza. Tak OH
mpoJiexXasl MHUHYT pecAaTb. Ciazkasd [gpemMa Hadaja OXBa-
THIBATh €ro, W €ro MbBICJIM HAUYMHAJINA CMENIUBATHCS, MEJIbK-
HYJ yKe KyCcOueK KaKOro-TO CHA, KakK BIPYT OH YCJIbI-
IajJ, YTO YTO-TO THUXOHBKO CTYKHYJIOCh 00 TIOJ, TOYHO
OoOBaIWIJICA C TIOTOJIKA MAaJIeHBKHH KyCOYeK IITYKaTypPKH.
Uepes MUHYTY OIATh UTO-TO CTYKHYJIO.

«JlomkHO OBITH, Bacbka-KOT B TeMHOTe OanayeT», —
moayMasn SflIika W CIOyCTHJI PYKy K TIOJY, OTBICKHBAs
uT0-7100, YeM MOKHO OBl OTHYTHYTH KOTa. 1 B Ty xKe MU-
HYTy OH IIOYYBCTBOBJI, YTO MpPSIMO K HeMy Ha OJesiyio
ynaj HeOOJIBIIIOH, C TOPOIIHUHY, KAMEIIIeK.

«KTo-TO uepe3 OKHO Kujaercs. Yke He Baspka Jin...
Ho 3auem ke 5TO OH Tak HO3HO?..»

flmka BBICYHYZICS B OKHO. Bossie uepHoro 3abopa oH
ejle pasmiAAesl mpsuylierocad B TeHU Basnbky. fAmka max-
HyJI €My PYKOH, UYTO JOJDKHO OBLI0O O3HAYaTh: «YXOHH,
BBIMTU He MOTy, OTell C MaTepbi0 TOJBKO 4TO Jeram». Of-
Hako Baspka ympsAMO 3amMoOTal TOJIOBOM U  IIPOJIOJIKAI
IIogaBaTb CUI'HAJI, BbI3bIBAA HH_IKy.

«Bot, mec Tebs 3abepu! — moayManm 00eCOKOEHHBIN
fAmka. — YTo y HEro MOIJI0O 35TaKOE CIYYUTHCH, YTOOBI
BBI3BIBAThH B IIOJIHOYL? »
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OH OCTOpOXKHO HaTAHYJ IITaHbl W npuciaymanca. Ce-
ctpenka Hiopka kpenko cmana. B cocemneill koMHarte IIo-
XparbIBaJ OTell, HO MaTh elle BOpoJasiachk ¢ 60Ky Ha OOK.

fmka OGecuryMHO B300pajsicsi Ha NOAOKOHHUK, HAIIyHa
PYKOI0 YCTYII W THXOHBKO CIIyCTWJICA Ha BBIEMKYy QyH-
namenta. I[lo BeleMke OH [joOpasici 7O yIyIa W TOJIBKO
37eCh y)Ke CIPBITHYJ B MATKYI0 3eMJII0  KIYOHUYHBIX
I'PAJZIOK.

— TBr yero? — HamycTwicsi oH Ha Banbky. — Pas-
Be 5 BeJsies1 Tebe 1o HoyaM OyIuTh?

Bmecro orBera Basibka B3BOJIHOBAaHHO  IIPUJIOXKHUJI
naspLbl K Ty6aM u nmotaniui fAmkKy 3a pykas.

— Tak wero xe TBI? — HeTepIeJIUBO IEePeCIPOCUT
flmka, ocraHaBiWBasAch BOzye 0aHW W HE IOHWMAas BO3-
Oy’kneHHOro cocrosgHusA Bampku. U TOTUac ke NHOHAN Bee
WY, BepHee, HUYEro He IIOHAJ — Y CTeHbl OaHU OH YBU-
JleJ IpUBA3aHHOI0, OTKYZa-TO B3ABIIerocs Boska.

— f TOJBKO XOTes JIOKUTBCA CIaTh, BBIIIEJ OIIpa-
BUTBCS, — pacckasplBas Banbka, — CMOTpIo, OEXHUT BO
Becb Max cobaka — U npaMo kKo MHe. f moxymasn, dTo
GemieHas, Jla co cTpaxa NpsAMO Ha 3a00p cKakHyJI. U BUKY
BJIpYT, 4TO 3TO Bok.

— Jla 3auem xe ero /leprad BBIIIyCTHII?

— He 3Harw.

— Bot emie HoBaa HamacTh... Iagu-xka, ga Bosak-To
Becb MOXHATBIM, OH B Bojle rze-TO ObUIL.. UTO Xe ¢ HUM
Jies1aTh cefuac?

— JlaBail mpHUBSIKEM ero moka B 0aHIO.. A yTpoMm Ha-
3a71 cBezieM. OH, MOXKeT ObITh, BBIpBaJsics y Jlepraua.

[IpuBazanu cobaky B O6GaHe.. Eme pa3 ycJaoBHINCH
BCTPETUTHCA MOPAHBIIIE YTPOM U ONIATH PACCTaJIUCh.

flmka TeMm ke IyTeM Hayaj npobuparbes AOMOH. Yixke
BO3JIE €aMOrO OKHa OH O0epHyJcsg, U €My II0Ka3ayoCh,
YTO BepXYIlIKa CHPEHEBOIO0 KyCTa, pOCIIero B cagy BO3Jje
6aHHM, KaK-TO HEECTECTBEHHO CWJIBHO B3/POTHYJA, TOYHO
ee KauyHynu cHu3y. HeoObsicHUMOe OeCIOKOHCTBO OBJajie-
JIO OoT4ero-to MasipuyraHoM. OH 3abpajici B KOMHATy,
caM He 3Had 3a4yeM 3alep OKHO Ha 3aJBHXKKy U JIOJITO He
MOT yCHYTb, Pa3ZlyMbIBas O CJIy4UBIIEMCA.

JoykHO OBITh, MOTOM OH 3aCHYJI OYeHb KPEIKO, IOTO-
My 4YTO IIPOCHYJICA KAaK-TO BJPYT, PBIBKOM, OT CHJIBHOTO
1IyMa U Jjias.

— fAmxa, — xpuuajza Mmarb, — fIKa, Jla MPOCHHUCH
JKe ThI, TbSIBOJI!
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Sl1ka BCKOYIUII, HUYEro He coo0paskas.

Jlaii Bce ycwimBajics. ITO y:Ke ObUI He MPOCTOHM Jiail
cobaKy Ha MPOXOAAINEro IIyTHHMKA, a OTYasHHAs TPEBOTa,,
Ilepexo/iAmias B OCTEPBEHEIBIH BUAT.

Hedenplu, cxBaTUB CO CTEHbI OXOTHHUYBIO O€pAAHKY,
IIOCIIENITHO BBIOEKAIT BO JIBOD.

Yepe3 NOAMUHYTBHL JIal cpady o0oOpBajcA, W IOYTH
TOTYAC JKe Pas3/ajics TPOXOT BBICTeIa.

fmka He noMmHA cebs BBICKOYMI BO JABop. Haserpe-
4y eMy IIONajJoCch HECKOJIBKO uYesoBeK coceziel. Kro-To-
TOBOPUJI:

— B Oanio mnpobpajyica KakOU-TO 4YesioBeK. JlOJKHO
66T, BOp. OH paHua HOXXOM cobaky. Hedenpru BbICTpe-
JIWJI, Ja MUMO.

— A zaueMm ke OH mpobOpasicsa B 6aHio? 3aueM OH Ha-
maj1 Ha cobaky?

— Y3k He 3HAI0 3a4UeM, 3TO BBl Y HETO CIIPOCUTE.

«Hy u Houka! — mozpymasn omanensiii fmka, 6Gpocasch
k 6aHe. — Hy 1 HOUYKa Cero/iHs, HEYETO CKa3aTh».

XI1v

Vaapom Hoxka Bosik 0BT HEOIACHO paHEH B BEPXHIOIO
vactp men. Oten ¢ Marepblo yuyuHWIn ke crpoxkaii-
IIUH JIOTpOC O TOM, KaKMM o0Opa3oM «oTpaBjeHHas» coba-
Ka ouyTHjach B 6aHe.

Bocnosib3oBaBmInch 0GJIATONMPUATHHIM MOMEHTOM, fIIIKa
YHCTOCEPEYHO CO3HAJICHA, YTO BOJIK ObUI CHOpATAaH UM [0
IIOpHl [0 BpEMEHH, U yMoJ4aJl O TOM, IZle MUMEHHO CKpDBbI-
Bajica Bosk. W Tak kKak HCK K Bosky He ObUT yTBEp:KIeH
cyzbel, a KpoMe TOro, cobaka Ioka3zaja ce0s HACTOAIINM
repoeM, obeperasg B IPOIIEJIIYI0 HOYb JIOM OT HEH3BECT-
HOTO 3JIOYMBIIIUIEHHUKa, TO BoJsky Obuta 0OBsABIEHA aM-
HUCTHA.

Berperusinuch ¢ BasbKoH, KOTOPBI ObLI OCBEZOMJIEH
y:ke 000 BceM cayuuBlIeMcs, fIIka IoTamuyg ero B caf
U TaM, OCTAaHOBUBIIUCH B YKDOMHOM MeCTeuKe, CyHYJI Dy-
Ky B KapMaH.

— Cwmotpu, Banpka! Buepa MBI HOUYBIO He pasIiLAfe-
JI, a CerofHsA YTPOM f HaIllleJl 3TO, IPUBA3aHHOE K OIIEeH-
HUKY Bosika.

VI Basbka yBuJEed OOPBHIBOK KapTUHBI — HUKHIOIO
yactb ¢otorpaduu ¢ naspmoi. Ha 060poTHOI cTOpOHE OBLIH,
OUEBH/IHO, BbIUEPUYEHBI KakuWe-TO OYKBBl, HO  paso-
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O6paTh UX OBLIO HEBO3MOXKHO, IIOTOMY UYTO KpPOBb, CTEKaB-
mas ¢ Imen paHeHoro Bosika, 3amavykasia BCIO 3Ty CTOPO-
HYy KaPTOYKH.

— Kak oHa nonasa Ha mero Boaky?

— Jeprau mnpuBsasaj! OH 4UYTO-TO XOTesJ HamIucaTh
HaM... Moxer OBITh, C HUM CJIYYWIOCh KAaKOe HECUACTheE.
Mo:xeT, KaMeHb KaKOH ymaja cO CTeHbl U IIPUAABUI €ro
WJIK HOTY OH B TEMHOTE CBUXHYJI cebe.

— A moueMy TOJIBKO ITOJIOBUHA KAPTOUKH ?

Huuero He pemuB TONKOM, pebATa HAMPaBWINCH
k «I'padcrkomy», 4TOOBI HA MeCTe pacCIpocUTh 000 BceM
Heprauda.

Bozne mopocmeit 1wmromom creHbl  fmka  ocTaBHUI
Banpky paspIiCKUBAaTh OCTaBJIeHHbIE BUepa OOTHHKH, a cam
10J1e3 HAaBepX.

B TemHOU KJIAaOBOM OH 3a)Ker COHYKY, U Cpasdy Ke
eMy Opocwiuch B ra3a OKypku. OH HOAHSJI OAUH. ITO
ObLI TAaKOU K€ CaMbld OKYPOK, KaKOW OH HaIlleJl HEeCKOJIb-
KO JTHEH TOMY Ha33aJl B BEpXHEH KOMHATe.

«39TO0 WCcaenoBaTeNd-yueHble ObUIN YK€ U 371eChb», —
[I0IyMaJI OH.

Cnuuka nortyxia. OH 3aker BTOPYIO U JIepHYJ JBepb,
BeIYIIyI0 B IMOJIyIOABAJ, — B IOABaJie HUKOTO He OBLIO.
Torpa fmka BbIOpasics OOpaTHO W 3aCBUCTEN YCJIOBHBIM
curHasioM. ['yikoe 5x0 [gecATKaMu (ayJbIIUBBIX IIEPECBU-
CTOB OTBETUJIO €My, HO Jleprad He OTBeUaJl.

Crasio ssicHbIM, uTO [leprau ucues.

XV

IIpormio pBa gHA. Pebatumku mocrpownu  Boisky
KpeIKyl0 KOHypYy, IIOCaJllyIi €ro Ha Lenb, U Boak odunu-
QJIBHO BCTYIIWJI B JIOJKHOCTD CTOPOXKa AIIKUHOTO JloMa.

O [lepraue He ObLIO HU CIIyXa.

— Tlopmancs kyma-HuOynp gaibllle, — TOBOPHJ Basib-
ka. — [lomHuIb, OH B IIOCJIEHUE JHHU BCe 3aroBapuBal
06 stom. OHH Benp Takue: KycoKk xjaeba 3a mazyxy —
U IIoIIeJsI Ky/ia Iyiasa IIaiAarT.

— A mouemy ke OH He mompouaicsa ¢ Hamu?.. U gro
OH IHicaJI Ha 00paTHOM cTopoHe dhoTorpadum?

flmka BBIHYZT OOPBIBOK KapTUHBI, IIOBEPTEJ €ro M, pe-
IIUB, YTO 3/leCh HUYETO BCe PABHO He pasbepemib BBIKU-
HyJI KApTOYKY Ha TPaBy.

— Iloiigem kynartbes, Baybka.
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Yepe3 JlecATh MHUHYT IIOCJIE TOTO KaK PeOATUINKH yOe-
J)Kajvu, U3 KaJIWUTKU caza Bbimien Hedeasru. B pykax o
Jlep’kasl KpPUBOU Ca/IOBBIM HOMK, KOTOPBIM 00pe3as Ccyxue
BeTBY, U JIONATY.

Bo nBOpe OH OCTaHOBWICA KakK pa3 BO3JE TOTO MeECTa,
I7le HeJlaBHO pasroBapuBaIu pedsaTa, W CTajJ 3aBEepPTHIBATH
Urapky. Barisx ero ymasm HedasHHO Ha KapTOYKy, Ba-
JISIBIIYIOCS HA TPABeE.

— Wb, pebsiTa onATh HACOPUJIH, — IIPOBOpYAJ OH,
nopgHNMas oOpbIBOK. OH IIOBEPTeN HAXOAKY B PyKaX, BBI-
HyJ OYKH W, IPUCMOTPEBIINCh K IOAHATOMY KJIOUKY, Pa3-
BeJl pykamu: — AX Tbl, AbABOJIATAa Bbl 3Takue! f-to wumry,
umy ¢otorpaduoo, MO JiBa pas3a Ha JIHIO YeJIOBEK 3a Heu
HaBeslpIBaeTcsA, a OHU pasopBaIn ee. IIpomasa Temepp Mos
msaTepka... KoMy TmoHamobuTcss 5STakuil 0oOpbIBOK? — OH
CYHyJl KapTOUKy B KapMaH U, TSKeJIO B3/I0XHYB, IIOIIes
JIOMOH.

Korma flmka u Basibka BO3Bpamaimch AOMOU K o0eny,,
TO, ellle He JIOUJsA J0 BOPOT, yCJIbIXanu Jiad Bosika U Kpuk
oTmaA.

— Jla 3aMOJIKHH K€ Tbl, OKASHHBIM, HUIIb KaK pas3bsi-
puics!.. [TpoxonuTte, mpoxoaute. He 6oiiTech, OH Ha IEIH.

Kaynutka pacmaxHysach, W HaBCTpeuy pebaTaM BBIIIes
KaKOH-TO He3HAKOMBbIN uyesoBek. HeBBICOKMU, cjlerka cy-
TYJIbI, ¢ HEPOBHBIM DSAJIOM MEJIKUX 3Y0OB, OCKaJIUBIINXCS
B JIOBOJIbHYHO YJibIOKy. IlpaBas pyka ero ObLia IiepeBsi3a-
Ha OMHTOM.

OH wuckoca IOCMOTpE]I Ha MAaJbYyraHOB U KPYTO IIO-
BEpHYJI Ha IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY TPOTyapa.

Bo gBope fAmka CTONKHYJICA € OTLOM, [Iep>KaBIIUM
B PYKe HOBEHBKYIO XPYCTEBIIYIO OYMaKKy.

fmxa 6BICTPO HOCMOTpesI Ha TpaBy Bozjie 3abopa.
BpomrerHoro um o6pbIBKa ororpaduu He OBLIO.

Ilocte obema oH mpolnes B caj, Jier W 3aZyMaiCcA.
N uyem Oospllle OH AyMaJI, TEM HA30WIUBEE TPUBA3BIBA-
Jlach K HEMY MBbICJIb, UTO BCE COOBITHUS IIOCJIETHUX JTHEU
HE CJIy4alHbI, a UMEIT MeX CO0D0I0 KpPENKyI CBA3b U UTO
CBA3BIBAIOIIMM 3BEHOM BCErO CJYYHBIIErocs U €CTh 3Ta
camas dororpaduyeckas KapTouka.

XVI

Kak pa3 B 510 BpeMmsa oreny AmKH NOJIy4dMs OTILYyCK
u cobpasncsi ¢ Marepbl0 IOTOCTUTh HA TPU AHA B TOPOZ,
K cTaplien 3aMy>KHeH JJ0UepH.
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IToxo3zsaiicTBOBaTh B JOM Ha 5TO BpeMsA IPUTTIACHIN
tetky Jlappio. Ho Tetka [lapps ObuLia yKe cTapa, K TOMY
’)Ke Ype3MepHO TOJICTA W HEMHOIO IJIyXOBaTa, U IIO3TOMY
MarTh €ellle ¢ yTpa MPUHIACh HAKAYUBaTh SIMKy:

— Jla cMoTpu, 4TOOBI JIOKUTHCS PAHO U JIBEPU HE I03a-
ObIBaTh 3amuparth... Jla k¥ Hropke He mpucraBaii, a TO IIpuU-
eny — B30yuky 3azam. /la exesu s 3aMedy, 4TO ThI, Kak
B IIPOUUIBIA pa3, IKad C BapeHbEM TBO3JIEM OTKPBIBAJ,
TO TOI/la Jydllle 3apaHee Oerm u3 goma. — I Tak nasee.
CHavaja NepevncssUINCh BO3MOXKHBIE SIITKWHBI IIPECTYTI-
JIeHUs, 3aTeM IIeJl IepeuyeHb HAaKa3aHWM, KOU BOCIIOCIIe-
JIYIOT 32 STUMH IIPECTYIUIEHUAMU.

flmxka Ha Bce OTBeYAJl KOPOTKO:

— Jla Her, mam. /la uto THI mpuBsa3asack? Tel ObI elne
3arozil mo Imee MHe Harpeckana. Ckazaa, 4To He Oyny —
3HAYUT, U He Oyy.

Ho enBa TOJIBKO CKpBUIACH IIOBO3KA, YBO3WBIIAs HA
CTAaHITMIO pojuTesiel, Kak fmka yparaHoMm IoOMYasCs
B CaJl, BBICBUCTBIBAs BCETZla TOTOBOTO IIOSIBUThCA Basbky.
W BaBoeM OHM HAYaM TOTOTATh M CKaKaTh IO TpaBe, Kak
MOJIOZbIE 2KepebsATa, BHITYIIIEHHBIE Ha BOJIIO.

— { Tenepp x03saMH B Jlome! — ropzo 3asgBui -
Ka. — YX, Kak BeceJlo, KOIJla OTell C MaTepbhl0 H3peJKa
yeskaroT! Yk Mbl ¢ TOOOH 3a 3TH JHU BBIAYMaeM YTO-HHU-
Oynb BeceJioe.

— JlaBayi, fAmka, 3Mes IIycKaTb... C TPEIIOTKOH ce-
J1aeM.

— Ac TpemoTKOM MUJIHMLINOHED He BEJIUT, IIOTOMY YTO
Jomaau ImyramTcesa. /la u 6e3 TPEmOTKH He BEJUT, UTOOBI
TesieOHHBIE IIPOBO/IA HE IIyTaTh.

— A MBI B 11oJ1e 1T06eKuUM, OIasIblIIe.

Pabora 3akumesa BOBCIO; JOCTaJM CTaKaH MYyKH, 3aBa-
pwiu kiebicrep. flmka IpHUHeC OTI[OBCKYIO Ta3eTy M Moua-
JIy, BBIIEPHYTYIO U3 II0JIOBUKA, a Basibka — fpaHKU.

Korga flmika HajaXUBaJl yXKe «IyTa», TO €CTh TPU HHU-
TOYKHU, CBOZAILIMEcA y IIEHTpPA, Ha IJIa3za eMy IIOIajoch
HHTEpeCcHOEe 00bsABIIeHNE. TaM ObLIO HAITHCAHO:

Popurenn manpumka JImurtpus EskunHa ybGemurenbHO
MPOCAT HAIMKCABIIETO O HEM B3aMETKy B POCTOBCKOH
razete «MosoT» coobmuTh ChiHYy Hamn ajpec: CaparToB-
ckas ry0., coBx03 « KpacHbIi maxapb».

— Marp uecTHad, Aa Beab 3TO ke Jlepraya pasbICKU-
Bator! — axuyn fAmka. — IloMHUIIB, OH TOBOPWJ HaM,
YTO IIPO HEro KTO-TO B ra3eTe HAIlKCal.
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— A Jleprau-to HH4Yero u He 3HaeT. MoKeT, HUKOIZAa
U He Y3HAeT BOBCEe — pa3Be JKe eMy IIOIIa/IeTcs ra3eTa?

— W xynma on mpoBamwicsa! Her 49ToOGbI 1OMOXKIATb...
JKanmko Bce-takm, Basbka, Jleprawa. OH x0Thb u Oecmpu-
30pHBIA, a xopomui 6Opul. OH 3a Hac 3acrymaiuca. Boiky
Ko3sa cBapwi.. MHe poratky Hajagwia. U BOT yIoes..
A kax 05l OH paz 6611, Basibka!

OkOHUYMB 3MeH, pebfATa [Oajii €My IIOJICOXHYTh, IIOTOM
3axBaTIIIH ¢ c000i1 Bosika 1 mobesxanu B moJie 3aIyCKaTh.

Ho, mecmoTpss Ha TO, YTO 3Me€H POBHO IIOIIEJ BBEpX
U Beceso 3aryZesl TPEIIOTKOU, PACIyTHBas 3BEHAIINX >Ka-
BOPOHKOB, HAcTpoeHHe y pebsAT ynayno. Beuio skanko [lep-
raya u OOMZHO 3a TO, UTO TaK HEOXKHUJAHHO U HEJENo
yIIeJ OH OT cBoero cuactbsi. B Cubupb cobpasics, Kakyrwo-
TO TETKy pas3bICKUBaTh. A T7le eme ee 06e3 dammiuu pa-
3prmemsb? A TyT 70 CapaToBCKOl ryOepHIH JJayIeKO JIN?

3Mel, HEOXKUJAHHO KO3BIPHYB, OBICTPO IIOLIET KHHU3Y.
flmka 4ro OBUIO MOYHM IIyCTHJCSA OeKaTh, HATATHUBASA HUT-
Ky, HO HHYEro He IIOMOIVIO. 3MeHl elle pa3 KO3BIPHYJI
U KaMHEM yIajg KyZa-To Ha JiepeBbs mnosaau «I'padcko-
TOo».

Crasm  crAruBaTh KIYOOK HUTOK, HO HUTKHU BCKOpE
obopBanuch. «3JX, He 3azana Obl Mare! — mopyman fm-
ka. — Kiuybok-To Beap y Hee Ha Bpemsa 0e3 cmpocy
B3s1. [Ipuzercs uaTu 3Mel pa3bICKUBATD».

ITobexanu. 3MeHd cuzea BBICOKO B BETBAX OJHOTO H3
JlepEBbEB  POINM, KOTOpas HaumHayiack OT «I'padckoro»
U npuMblkasia kK MpayHoMy Kyaumosckomy Jiecy. fAmka
XOTes yxKe OBbUIO JIe3Th Ha JEPeBO, KaK BHUMAHHE €ro
OBLIO ITpUBJIEYEHO JIaeM BoJika.

3auHTepecoBaHHbIN, flmka mobexxan HAa Jadl W YBH-
Jlaj, yTo BosK mpeIraer B KycTax BO3JIe y3€HBKOW TPOIKU
U, PaZOCTHO IIOMAaxuBas XBOCTOM, TpeIUIeT 3y0aMu Ka-
KOU-TO YEPHBIU ITPEMET.

PebsaTa BbIpBasin y Bosika ero HaxoJKy W IeperJisHy-
smuchk. JTo OBLJI0O He UYTO WHOE, KaK 3aTpellaHHas U Iepe-
ImavykaHHAas B caxke pypakka [lepraua.

— Bampka, — ckagzan fAmka, HEMHOro IIOAyMaB, —
a MoxkeT ObITh, Jleprau BoBce U He yOexkan? MoKeT, OH
IIPOCTO UCIyTJICA KOTO-HUOyAb U IpsdeTcs Ife-HUOyab
371€Ch, IO-cOCceCTBY? fl 3HAK0, TYT HEAAIEKO MIAJIAII €CTh.

— A Koro emy Iyratbcsa-To?

— Koro! /la xorss 6Bl BOT 3THUX, YTO IO ycaabbe Jia-
3aI0T.
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— Tax TbI 3xe caM TOBOPUJI MHE, UTO 5TO yUEHBIE.

— 3Haw, yTo roBopmi. /la BOT UYTO-TO Ka)KeTcA MHe
Temepb, Basbka, YTO OHM, TOXKaIyH, HE COBCEM YTOOBI
yUeHble, a KaKre-HUOY/b IpYTHeE.

Mexnay Tem BoJjk, THXOHBKO, PaZIOCTHO IIOBU3THBaf,
Gerayn mo TpomKe, OOHIOXMBAasd ee W He Ie€pecTaBas IOMa-
XHUBaTh XBOCTOM.

— Cwmorpu, Bosk-To kak paayercs. YecTHoe CJIOBO,
oH Jlepraua cjes ydysl. 3Haellb 4TO, Bajabka, MOOEXKUM
3a BosikoMm, oH Kyma-HuOyab Hac mpuBener. TyT HECKOJIb-
KO Jla)ke IIajiamiefl ecTb, B KOTOPBIX Ha IIOKOCE HOYYIOT.
A ceituac He 110371HO. COJTHITE-TO BO KaK €IIle BBICOKO.

Basbka 3akosiebasnics, HO, IOCHYIIHBIM BCerJla JKeJia-
HUSM CBOEr0 TOBApUIIA, COTJIACHIICS.

— A ny, Bonx! — U Amxka momaxay mepea ero HOCOM
HdepravoBoii ¢pypazkkon. — A Hy, uniu!

Bosik, BBICOKO TMOJINPBITHYB, JIM3HYJA SIIKy B JIUIO,
Kak OBl ITOKa3bIBasi, YTO ITOHMUMAET, YEero OT HEero XOTST,
VTKHYJICSI HOCOM B 3€MJIIO, TOBEPTEJICA U, pa30M HATAHYB
0edeBKy, MPOTAHYTYI0O OT OIIeHHUKAa K SAIMIKUHOA pyKe,
MTOTAIIMJI MaIbUyTaHa 3a COOOMH.

— Wb, kak nrobut o [eprayva.

— Eme 6b1! [leprau OAHOTO Msca €My CKOJIBKO CKOP-
MMWJI JIa CIaTh ¢ OO0 Beerga Kiai.

CKOJIBKO BpeMeHHU IIPOJOJDKAIOCh 3TO OBICTPOE IpOo-
JIBIJKEHHE TI0 TPOIKe, CKasaTh TpyaHo. Ho, MOMKHO OBITH,
HEeMaJio, IMOTOMY 4YTO /IepeBbs Yy:Ke Haudaau oTOpachIBaTh
JUIMHHBbIE TEeHW, a pebsSTa IOPSAAKOM BCIOTENH, KOTAa
BosIk HEOXKHUJaHHO OCTAHOBWJICS, B3aBepTesics, OOHIOXHMBas
3eMJII0, W PEIIUTEJHbHO 3aBEpHYJ IPAMO OT TPOIKU
B JIEC.

Yepe3 nosuaca fIike ompeieIeHHO CTajI0 SICHBIM, YTO
B TOU CTOpDOHE, KyZa pBeTcsd BoJIK, HET HU OJHOTO MECTa,
rae Obl MOXKHO OBLJIO YKPBIThCA Jleprauy, KpoMe TOJIBKO...
KPOMeE TOJIbKO «OXOTHHYBETO JOMHUKA».

ITocrpotika, u3BecTHasA IO/, Ha3BAaHUEM «OXOTHUYBLETO
JIOMUKa», HaXOoAWJach BepcTax B cemu OT «I'padckoro».
BhICTPOEHHBIN KOTZIAa-TO IIO0 MPUXOTH rpada BAAJH OT IIPO-
€3’KUX JIOpOT, Ha Kpaio OTPOMHOro 060Ji0Ta, OH OCTaBaJICs
TIOYUTH HETPOHYTHIM M MO cui0 mopy. IlpaBma, Bce, 4TO U3
HEro MOXKHO OBLIO YHECTH, OBLIO PACXHINEHO 3a TOABbI BOK-
HBI, HO CaM JIOMHK, CJIOKEHHBIH W3 BaJIABIIUXCA B HU300U-
JIVIH TJIBIO CEPOTO KaMHs, YIesIe.

ITocne peBOJIIOIIUHM KTO-TO U3 COXKIKEHHBIX KPECThSIH
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X0Tes1 OBLJI0O TPUCHOCOOWUTh OMHUK IIOZ JKHJIbE, HO MECTO
OKa3aJIoCh COBCEM Hey/I0OHOe: C OJHOH CTOPDOHBI — Ka-
MeHb, C Apyroii — Oosora. Tak u He Bceawicsi B JOMUK
HUKTO, ¥ 32pOC OH COPHOH TPABOIO /1A CHIPBIM MXOM.

Ilesble TyYM MOIIKAphl HOCWINCH MEX JI€PEBBEB.
CoJiHIIE TIJIOXO MPOTPEBAJIO CKBO3bH TYCTYIO JIUCTBY BJIAK-
Hyo 3emio. He 3axoawnu crooya u 6abel 3a rpubamu, Immo-
TOMY YTO PpOCJIU 37€eCh OJHU MOJIOUHO-O€JIble CKPHUITHIIBI
J1a OTHEHHO-KPACHbIE MyXOMOPBI.

W TONBKO paHHEN BECHOH Jla K OCEHH, KOI/la paspela-
Jlach OXO0Ta, MOXKHO OBUIO YCJIBIIIATH TJIYXO€ 3XO BBICTpE-
Jla OAMHOKOTO OXOTHHMKA, IPOMBIINUIAIONIET0 3a YTKaMH.
Jla m TO pemko: CBOMX OXOTHHKOB B MeECTE€UKe OBLIO Majlo,
a 1o Topo/ia OTCIo/A JIAJIEKO.

K sToMy-TO moMuKy Bosik 1 mmoTarus 3a coboit pedsT.

Hemnoro He pmoxonms pmo Mecra, flmka ocTaHOBWICA
Y, TmepenaBas Baymbke O6eyeBKYy OT OIIeHHHKA Cco0akw,
CKaszaI:

— Ocranbess 37ech. CAmb BOT 3a 3THUM KaMHEM Ja
CMOTpPH, 4TOOBI BOJIK He Jlasiyl. A A TOHIY BIIEpES U OCTO-
POKHO pasBenar. A TO KTO €ro 3HAeT, Ha KOro ele Ha-
pBembes. B ciydae ywero — Hazaz crpekayva ImyCTHUM.

Basipka chexkuiica. BumgHo OBLIO, UTO B3TO IpPUKA3aHUE
eMy He IO Jyllle, HO OH 3HaJI, 4to flmike BO3pakath Oec-
MOJIE3HO, /14, KPOME TOTO, W JIOMUK 3a ITOBOPOTOM, COBCEM
panoM. OH TIpUCTPOWJICA MEXKAY JABYX OOJIBIIUX TJIBIO
U IPUTSHYJI K cebe HETepIIeInBO pByIerocs Bosxka.

3aBepHYB 3a TOPOCIIMN KyCTapDHUKOM XoaM, fika
VBUZENT KPBINIy «OXOTHUYBETO JOMHKa». IIpsyace 3a
JINCTBY, OH IIPOOPAJICS BIUIOTHYIO U ITPUCITYIIAJICA.

Kpome :KyxKaHbsI KOMapoOB, KBaKaHbs JIATYIIEK [Ja
TOCKJIMBOTO IHCKA KAaKOWU-TO OOJIOTHOM IHYYKKW, OH He
VCIIBIIIAJI HU OJHOTO 3BYKA, KOTOPHIA MOT OBl €My IOA-
CKa3aTh, UTO JJOMHUK O00HTaEM.

Torga Amka OCTOPOXKHO TIPHUOJHMBUICA K KPBUIBILY,
HeZIoyMeBasi, YTO HMEHHO 3acTaBWIO Boyika Tak HacTOU-
YUBO TAHYTh K 3TOMYy Mecry. OH MOTAHYJN PY4YKy JBEpHU
U OYyTWICA BHYTPH JIOMUKA. B TepBOll KOMHATe HUKOTO
He ObLIO, HO 3a TO, YTO JIIOJW OBLIM 37IeCh HEJaBHO, I'OBO-
pWIN OYHCTKH OT KoJyIbachl, OyTBUIKA H3-TIOf] BUHA U OKYyp-
KU, pa30pOoCaHHBbIE 110 MOJY.

OH NHOAHANM OAWH OKYPOK U OmATh 0e3 Tpyzaa y3Ha
BCE TOT K€ COPT MAIUPOC C 30JI0THIMH OYKBaMH, KOTODBIE
OH JBAKJIBI HAXOWJI B «I'padcrom».
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«Oro, — moaymMan OH, — HAIIU-TO WUCCJIE0BaTeN
U 37lech YXKe, KaKeTcs, yclleau MoObIBaTh!» B cocenHei
KOMHATe Jekaja oxallka ceHa. Torma oH 3amifHysJ B Ma-
JIEHBKYI0 OOKOBYI0 KOMHATY. 37€Chb OH Cpa3y HAaTKHYJICA
Ha SIOUK C KAaKUMHU-TO WHCTPYMEHTAMH M [JBa HEHU3BECT-
HBIX IIpeJIMeTa, II0X0KUX HEMHOT'O Ha CHAPS/IBL.

«YTOo 3TO BCce MOXKET O3HauaTh? — mnoayman fAmka. —
9, nma Jaydine, TOXKaJIyd, OyZeT yOpaThCsA OTCIOAA IOMATb-
e, a TO, 4Yero Jo0poro, MOAYMAIOT ellle, YTO 51 CIepeTh
YTO-JTU00 TIPUIIES».

Ul oH IIMBITHYJI 0OPATHO K KPBLIBILY.

XVII

A rzie ke, B caMmoM JieJie, ObLI B 3TO BpeMs Jleprau?

OTnpaBUBIINCh, Kak OOBIYHO, BeUYepOM B IIO/BAT
«I'padckoro», k¥ Bonky, oH Bckope 3acHyn. IIpocHyscs oH
OIATH OT JIETKOTO phIYaHbsA cobaku. Ha »3TOoT pas mym
HaBepxy OBLI CJIBIIIEH COBEPIIEHHO OTYETINBO; OH TO
YCUJIUBAJICSA, TO CTUXAJL.

Haxoner maru mOC/IBIIIAINCH B COCETHEH C IOABAJIOM
KJIa7I0BOH. B y3eHBKyIO IEeJb >KeJe3HOH JBEPHU IPOCOYMII-
cs CBeT OT 3aXKeHHOW cBeun. KTO-TO 3amapkas HoraMu
[I0 KaMEHHOMYy IIOJy, IIOTOM 3allypliajio OpoIleHHOe Ha
IIOJI CEHO, W CJBIIHO ObUIO, KaK YeJOBEeK yJercss Ha OXxall-
KY OTJOXHYTb.

«Koro eme 3T0 mpuHecio cioga?» — mnoxayman /Jlep-
rau. U, morpemaB Bosika, u4toObl TOT MOJUasn, J[lepray,
MIPOKPAaBIINCH K JIBEPH, 3aIJIAHYJI B IIIEJIb.

W xoTa cBeua TycKJIO oO3apsja KaMeHHBIE CBOZbI KJjla-
ZI0BOH, /leprau cpasy y3Has yeJIoBeKa.

— I'pad, — mpormenTtas OH, YyBCTBYS JAPOXKb B KOJIe-
HiAX. — ['pad BepHysca Kk cebe B CBOe IIOMeCTbe, HO 3a-
yem? Yero emy 3aech Hajo? — CrpamrHas MbICTb 000-

’Kry1a mpu 3Tom Jlepraya...

Bor mouemy oH Buzen rpada u Xpsm@a Ha CTaHIUU
miaBHOU JsmmHMKM. OHM caMu Halpap/sAINCh B MeECTeUKO,
a oH, [leprau, He HalleJl HHKAKOTO MecCTa, KyJa yOekaThb
Obl HajZie)XKHee, KaK crooJla Xe, B Mecreuko. fcHo, pas
rpad 37ech, To XpAll rae-HuOyAb HEIlOTaJIEKYy.

Ho uro ke pgenath ceiiuac? Bosk erne caep:ruBaercs,
9TOOBI HE 3ay1aATh, a rpad W He cobupaercs yXoauTb. Mo-
JKeT OBITh, OH JIa’Ke HOUEBaTh 3/1eCh OCTaHeTcs? A Ha
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paccsere, €CId OH 3aMeTHT JBEpb, BEAYIIyI0 B IIOJABAJ, U
sarAHeT coga? Torpa uro? Torma KoHe.

IInans!l GercrBa M3 5TOH JIOBYIIKH OAWH 3a JAPYTUM IIPO-
MeJIbKHYJIW B TosioBe [lepraya. Hert.. HU4Yero He BBIXOJUT.
Torga on gocran ¢otorpaduio, BBITAIIUI OTPHI30K KapaH-
Jlalia, 3aBajiABIIMMCA cpefu Ipodyedl Mesjouyd B KapMase,
1 B TEMHOTE Hayraj, Halucast:

«fmka, a 3aneprT... XpAw, 37ech, B «I'padckom», cka-
KU B MUJIAITAIO»...

Jeprau- mpusasan ¢oTtorpaduio K OIIeHHUKy, IOATa-
m1 Bosika K y3€HBPKOMY OKHY M IIPOCYHYJI TyZa co0adbio
TOJIOBY.

Bosik He 3actaBuI cebs yIIpaIInBaTh.

CnpimiHo OBLIO, KaK OH OYXHYJICA B BOAY U IOIUIBLI,
HAMPAaBJIAICH K IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOMY Oepery.

Jeprau 3abuscsi B yroJ, CBEpPHYJICA W B3akuaan cebds
ceHoM. «Bce-tTaku 6e3 cobaku Jierde, — MOAyMaa OH, —
a To oHa 00s3aTeJILHO Bblajia OblI JIaeM».

HeckosbKMMH MHHYTaMU TI033K€ B COCEHIOI KJazo-
ByI0 OBICTPO BOIIIEJI €Ille KTO-TO, W IO rosiocy Jleprau cpa-
3y y3Has XpAuia.

— TIpad, — ckasanm OH OTPHIBUCTO, — YTO-TO HeJIa-
HO... 3Jlechb TJie-TO JeraBble... fl WAy MHUMO WpyZa, CJIbI-
1y — OyJTBIX YTO-TO OT CTEHKU. IJIsKy, cobaka IIJIbIBET;
s K HeW.. TOMOXKAaI, TMOKa OHAa CTaHeT BBIOMPATHCA... OC-
BeTws1 ee (oHapeM — TJIKY, y HEH K Illee KaKOU-TO Ia-
KET TpUBA3aH... fl y)Ke BBIXBATWJI PEBOJIbBED, UTOOBI ee
yXJI0TIaTh, HO OHA Kak OellleHas pBaHyJach B KyCThl M HC-
yessa... IlocToi... cobaka ymaja B BOAY OT B5TOM CTEHBI...
ITorosu-Ka, a Ky/ia BeJIeT 3Ta JKejie3Has JIBEPH?

Ilpu »sTux cynoBax Jleprau emge OOJIbIlIE CHEKUICS
M II0YTa YTO OCTAHOBMJI AbIXaHUE.

B cocenmeli KoMHATE O YEM-TO IIIEIIOTOM COBEIIAIUCE.

Ilotom BApPYr [ABeph pa3oM pacnaxHysach. CHavana
Ieprau He pasrmiAfesn HUKoro. Ho MOTOM OH YBHZEN, YTO
oba HajeTYWKA TNPELYCMOTPUTENHHO YJIEIIUCh Ha IO,
OYEBU/IHO, OTIAacasiCh, YTOOBI TOTYAC W3 PACKPBITOM [ABEpU
He 0abaxHyJ 1O HHUM BBHICTpes. B pykax y HuUX ObUIM Ha-
TaHbl.

— Hert Hukoro, — ckasai rpad.

Onmuako XpAmn[ [AByMA MNPbDKKAMU —OUYTHJICS —BO3JIE
BOpOXa CeHa, JIeKAaIlero B YIVIy, W CWIBHO IIHYJ €ro
HOTOIO.
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3JI0pafiHBI KPUK BBIPBAJICS Y HETO, KOIZIA OH YBUJET
iepez; co060I0 C:KaBIIErocs B KoMouek /leprayua:

— A.. Tak TBI BOT TJ€... TaK Thl CJIEJUIIb 332 HaMHU...
JIOHECEHHE KOMY-TO ¢ CODaKOd IOCHai, B MIJIHIIHIO, YTO
au?.. Ubs 970 ObL1a cobaka?..

N Xpam co Bcero pasmaxa yzaapun [epraua. Tor 3a-
maTajacs W, Jejlasg OTYasHHYI0 IIONBITKY €cJId He OIpaB-
JIaThCs, TO BBIUTPATh BPEMS, OTBETHUII:

— 1 He B MWIMIHIO NHCAJ, a MaJIBUMIIKAM 3HAKO-
MBIM, 4YTOOBI OHHM 3aBTpa He IPUXOAIIN CIOAa, IIOTOMY
YTO 3JIeCh €CTh KTO-TO UYy:KOHW. IDTO UX cobaka, OHH 371eCh
ee IpATaJIU.

— A... 1 3HaO... KTO TakwWe... — Iponeawn Xpsm, o0-
pamasicy k rpady. — OHU Ha JHAX BCe BpeMsA BePTEIUCH
TYT, OKOJIO ycanbObl. OfMH U3 HUX CBIH TOTO CAMOTO CTO-
poka... Hy, 3Haemp Kakoro.. K KOTOpoMy s Bce 3a ¢o-
Torpaduen XOxKy...

— Ilocroii, — mpepBasn ero rpad, — B3amKCKa-TO Bce-
Takd MOXKET B MWJIMIUIO IIONACTbh... UepT 3HAaeT, YTO B HEU
STOT 3MeeHBI Hanwcayg. Ee Hazmo BepHYTh BO 4YTO OBl TO
HU CTajl0.. WHa4de Bce /€0 MOXKeT pyxHyTbh... Cobaka,
JIOJ’KHO OBITh, /IO yTpa IO JiBopy Opoauth Oygert... Ilompo-
Oy#i mpobepuch BO JIBOp U yOed ee... U COPBH HAIMCAHHOE
Ha OIIEHHUKE... 3TO BeIb HE IIyTKa... MbI emé HHYEro
JKe He C/IeNTaTH. ..

Xpsg yaapui enle pa3 [lepraua u ckasai 3710:

— Bor emge, myraiicsa Teneph ¢ cobakoit!.. CBoero ne-
ja masno, yto jau... Hy magHo... OcraHbes 37ech... Jla cBs-
KM PYKH JTOMY TajieHbiny.. M cmotrpu Oyap Hadeky...
B ciyuae uyero.. cTykHemb, a caM Ty a IOAAIIbCH,
TaM U BCTPETUMCS.

W on ucues.

Bepuynca Xpsam gaca udepe3 mosropa. OH ObLT paso-
3JI€H, U IIpaBas pyKa ero ObLIa BCA B KPOBU.

— IIpoknarasa cobaka! — ckasan oH. — Ee 3amepiu
B OaHmp... f mpobpascsa Tynma, yaapwi ee HOXKOM, HO OHA,
Kak ocTepBeHesasd, BIWJIAach MHe B DyKy.. TyT cozom
MOHAJICA, KTO-TO JAaske 0abaxHys MHe BJIOTOHKY, Jla cya-
CTbe MO€, YTO MHMO.

— A zanucka?

— Kaxkasa, x uepty, 3anucka! Tam K OIIEHHUKy Lejas
KapToukKa IMojiBellleHa ObUta. fl pBaHyJ — IOJIOBUHY CO-
pBaJI, a IOJIOBUHA TaM ocrajack. Ha, cMOTpH...
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I'pad mocmoTpesn Ha MOAAHHBIN eMy OOPBIBOK M KpPHUK-
HYJL:

— Chaymai, ga Thl 3Haellb, YTO 3TO Takoe? ITO-TO
U ecTb IIOJIOBUHA TOU camou ¢ororpaduu, KoTopas Ham
HY)KHa; HO TOJIBKO BECh HH3 €e, KOTOPbIH HaMm O0oJible
BCErO HYyXeH, ocTayica TaM.. Kak oHa momana k Tebe? —
CIIPOCHUJI OH, pBaHyB [Jlepraua 3a mievo.

Jeprau oTBeTHII.

— 9%, Tel! — sAmoBuUTO ckazan rpad Xpsamy. — Ilobo-
siess cobaubero ykyca. Hy uto Obl Tebe ee BCIO cOpBaTh!
U Bce geno 6bUIO OBl KOHYEHO... A Temephb UYTO... BECh yda-
CTOK OpaH)Xepel IepephIBaTh, YTO JIH...

— 9%, TBl TOXKe XOpoIl! — OrpBI3HYJICA O0O03JIEHHBIN
Xpsam. — Bame cusrenscrBo! Xo3sauH ycagsbpl — U He
MOJKET ITOKA3aTh MECTO, I7le aJIbMa POCJIa.

— ypak! Jla xorga Hac My:KU4Ybe H3 ycajibObl BBI-
THAJI0, MHE BCET0-TO-HABCETO ABEHAIATD JIET OBLIO.

— A ubd 3Ke 5TO poXKa Ha KapTouke?

— 910 crapmmuii O6patr Mou. fI Ha Hero O4YeHb IMOXOXK
Obu1. Jla ¥ Bed Halla ceMbsl CXOXKa cOOOM ObLIa, BTO y HAC
dammipHBIE HOC U TOAOOPOMOK... Hy, a dYro ke Temepn
JeaTh?

Xpsg noayMa U CKas3at:

— Hazmo moka Ha BCAKWHM ciydall CMOTATbCA OTCIOZA.
Tam nepex/ieM IeHEK, a TOT/AA BUIHO OyZeT.

— A sroro? — U T'pad MOTHyn TrOJIOBOM, YKa3bIBas
Ha IIpUTAUBIIErocs B yriry Jleprada.

— 3Jtoro Mel ToXKe ¢ coboil Bo3pMeM. fl ero eme cHa-
yajia JOIpOIIy XOPOIIEHbKO, KaK W 3aueM OH 3/IeCh OUy-
THJICAL.

Hasetunku ObICTpPO BBIOpATINCh HAPYXKY, W, IMOATAIIKU-
BaeMblii nHKaMu, [leprau mobpes MmO YKa3bIBaeMOH eMmy
TPOIIMHKE B JIEC.

Onna w3 BeTOK 3amenmia ero Gypakky m Opocuia ee
Ha 3ewto. [lomaATh ee [leprau He MOr, HOTOMY UTO PY-
KU ero ObLIIN KPEITKO CBS3aHBI.

XVIII

[To wmHCTpymMeHTaM, pa30OpOCAHHBIM HA IIOJIy «OXOTHH-
Ybero JOMHUKa», B KOTOPBIH ObLI IpuBeneH Jlepray, OoH IIo-
HSUJI, YTO HAJETYUKH HPHUOBLIN CIOAA /IS KaKOTO-TO Cepb-
€3HOr0 JieJ1a.
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Ero BroskHysiu B OOJBIIyI0O KOMHATy, U OH IIOJIeTell
B YTOJI.

OnoMHHUBIINCH HeMHOro, Jleprad HadajJ OCMaTpUBaThb-
ca. Ero cpasy »xe M3ymMmio TO, YTO OKHO, BBIXOJfAlllee Ha-
PyXy, ObLIO pacnaxHyTo WM He uMeso pemerok. OH Ipo-
CyHyJ1 TyAa TOJIOBYy, HO HOYb, 4YepHas, HeIpoIjAaaHasd,
CKpbLJIa OYePTaHUA BcexX IIPpeJIMeTOB.

N cpaszy ke [leprau 3samyman OexaTb. B MOJycrHUB-
el paMe BBINIMOJIEHHOTO OKHA TOPYaJ HEOOJBIIOH OCKO-
JIOK CTeKJIa.

IlpucsoHUBHINCH K IIOJOKOHHUKY, OH HadajJl IepeTu-
paTh CBA3BIBABIIYI0 €ro BEpPEeBKYy 00 OCTPHIA BBICTYII,
VAUBJIASACH B TO 2Ke BPEMs, OTUEro 3TO OOBIKHOBEHHO XUT-
pBIi U IIpeAyCMOTPUTEJbHBIN XpsAll cAenaj Ha 5TOT pas
TaKyl0 OIUIOIIHOCTh M OCTaBUJI ero B IIOMEIeHWH, U3 KO-
TOPOTO MOKHO 6e3 0cob0ro TpyzAa yOeKaTh.

Mexzay TeM B cOCeIHEH KOMHATe II1a epeOpaHKa.

— W pepHysn d4epr TBoero Iamamry, — TOBOPHJI
Xpsam, — cBA3aTbCA C dToW manbMoi! Ilogymaeris,
IpuUMeTa Kakas: cerojiHd ObLia, a HaszaBTpa crHuwia. Hy,
B3sJ1 OBl XOTh, Kak IPUMeTy, KaMeHb KaKOH... Hy, XOTb
ecJii He KaMeHb, TO COJIUJHOE [IEPEBO — JIMIY JHOO
nyo, a to manpmy! U Kak y Hero He XBaTWJIO COOOPa3UTh,
YTO HE CTaHyT 0e3 HEro MYXUKH 35Ty NaJlbMy, KaK OH,
Ha KaXAyl0 BUMy B CTEKJIO oOcCTpauBaTh M IIPOIAJET
OHa B ITepBHIN ke MOpOo3!

— [Ja k1o ke 3HaJI-TO, — Bo3paxkan rpadp. — Kro xe
TOrZa JAyMaj, YTO BCe 3TO Hajzoaro u Bceppe3! Jla He
TOJIBKO OTell, a HUKTO U3 HAIlUX Tak He AyMas. Bce pac-
CUUTBIBUIM, 4YTO IIPOJIEPKUTCA PEBOJIOLUA MecAll... JBa...
a TaM Bce ONIATH IOW/eT mo-ctapoMy. Bexmp Ha Geiyio
apMUIO KaK HaJlesJIUCh!

— Botr u nponazesanucek. He craHere ke Bechb caj Ile-
pekanbiBaTh! TyT Tebs Bpas Ha IOJO3pPEeHHE BO3BMYT. ITO
Bce Haji0 OBICTPO M HE3aMETHO — HaIlleJl MeCTO, BBIKOIAJI,
BCKDBLI U yJjenerviBail... f BOT aymaio, Henb3s JIM CTapu-
Ka-caJiIoBHUKA B ycaab0y BBI3BATh... IIycTh IPsAMO IOKa-
JKeT MecCTo, I'/le pocJia IajbMa.

— OmnacHo... foragaTbcsa MOXKeT.

— Ham 6bI OH TOJIBKO IOKa3as, a TaM... — TyT Xpsr
IIPUCBUCTHYJIL.

— Hy, a c aTuM uTO fENaTH?

W leprad noHsAJ1, 4TO BOIIPOC IIOCTaBJIEH O HEM.

— Coartum?.. A BOT aBall 3aKyCUM HEMHOTO /1A
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OTJTOXHEM, a TaM 5 IOIPOIILY €T0, Ia U TOJIOBOU B 60JIOTO...
YV MeHA ¢ HUM cUeThl cTapble. Bce paBHO U3 HErO TOJIKY
He BBIIZIET. BOT Torma co crpems ybexkas, CKOTHHA.

«Doxupaiica! —momymain leprad, CTpSIXUBAs C PyK
nepepe3aHHble BEpeBKU. — TOJIBKO ThI MeHA U BUJiea!»

OH 0CTOPOKHO B30Opasics Ha IOIOKOHHUK, cOOUpasich '
MPBITHYTh BHU3, KAK BHE3AITHO 3aIIaTAJICA U CYAOPOKHO
BIIENIWJICS PYKaMH 32 KOCSK PaMbl.

Hebo uyTh-uyTh mOCEpeJio, 3Be3bl Yraciaud, U MpU CJIa-
OBIX BCHBIINIKAX IIPEIPACCBETHON 3apHUIbl Jleprau pas-
JISIIeST TPSAMO TOJA OKHOM OTBECHBIH TJIyOOKHiE OGpBIB,
BHU3Y KOTOPOTO U3-3a TYCTO PAa3pPOCHIUXCA KEJIThIX KyB-
IIUHOK BBITJISABIBATIA NPOOJIECKH BOJABI, MOKPHIBABIIEH
KOe-T/ie BSI3KOe, MaxXHyIIee THUIIBIO 60JI0TO.

W Tosbko Temeph MOHANM [leprad, mouyeMy €ro OCTaBHIU
06e3 mpuCMOTpa B KOMHATE C PACHaXHYThIM OKHOM, U TOJIb-
KO Telepb IOYYBCTBOBAJI BECH Y?KAC CBOETO MOJIOKEHUS.

Ho rogpl, mpoBefieHHBbIE B TOCTOSSHHOH OOpbbe 3a cy-
II[ECTBOBAHHE, HOUYEBKU IIOJ] MOCTAMH, OIIACHbIE IIyTelle-
CTBUS TIOJ] BarOHAaMH U BCEBO3MOXKHBIE MPEISATCTBUS, KO-
TOpble TPHUXOJIUJIOCH IPEOJIOJIEBAaTh 3a TOABI OpOAsKHUUE-
cTBa, He mpouwtu s Jlepraua GecciemHo. Jleprau He Xo-
Ten emle craBatbes. CTOs Ha IMOJOKOHHHKE, OH Hadasl OC-
MaTpuBaThCsi. VI BOT BBEpXy, HaA OKHOM, BBIXOASIINM
K OOpBIBYy, OH 3aMETWJ APYroe, MaJIEHbKOE OKOIIKO, BEAy-
mee Ha dYepgak. Ho 70 Hero, gake BCTaB BO BeCh POCT,
Hdeprau He cmor OBl JOTAHYTHCA IO KpalHed Mepe Ha
MOJITOpa apIIUHA.

«3JX, el U TaK U DTAK JIETETh B TPSCHUHY, — IOAY-
MaJI, TOPBKO C)KaB TyObl, [leprauy, — ecIu W TaK U BTaK
MPOIIaIaTh, TO JIYYIIl€ BCe-TAKHU IOMBITATHCI».

[Iman ero cocTost B TOM, 4YTOOBI PACHaXHYTh IIOJIO-
BUHKY Hapy»KHOM paMbl [0 OTKasa, B300paThCsi Ha BEpX-
HIOI0 TE€PEKJIAJINHY, YXBATHUTHCSA 32 BBICTYI CJIYXOBOTO OK-
Ha ¥, OpoOpaBIINCh HA YepAak, OexaTh OTTyAa Yepe3 BbI-
XOJIHYO JIBEPB.

B gpyrom wmecre [leprau mpojmernan Obl 3TO0 6e3 oco-
OeHHOTO TpyZa — OH OBLI IENOK, JIETOK U TUOOK, — HO
371eCh Bce 71eJI0 ObLJI0 B TOM, UTO paMa Oblla OYeHb BETXa,
c1abo Jepikanach Ha METJIAX W MOTJIAa He BBIEPIKATh TS-
JKEeCTH MajIbUyTaHa.

Bce ke gpyroro BIxozia He OBLIO.

Hepraq pacCraxHyJ OKHO 10 OTKa3a U 3aTOJIKAJI Ka-
KYI0-TO JE€PEBAUIKY MEXAY IIOJOKOHHUKOM U HIDKHEH
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meTyiel, 4YToOBl OKHO He xfbamo. OH 3arIfgHYJ BHUS,
U eMy IOKa3ajoch, YTO 4YepHasd IacTh XUIIHOH TPSICUHBI
IIMUPOKO pPas3WHyJach, OXKUJIasd MOMEHTa, KOrZla OH COpBET-
cs. OH oTBeJI T71a3a U 60JIbIle HE CMOTPEJT BHU3.

IToroM C OCTODOKHOCTBHIO IIMPKOBOTO THMHACTa, B3Be-
IIMBAIOLIIET0 MaJjlellliee JIBHJKEHHE, OH CTYIWI HOTOI0 Ha
HIDKHIOIO TepekyaiuHy. Cpasy ke pasgajicd JerkKui, HO
3JI0BEIIMH XpycT, W paMa 4yThb-uyTh ocesna. Torpa, uemn-
JISIACh 3a BBICTYIBI HEPOBHO CJIOXKEHHOHM CTEHBI, CTapasch
HACKOJIBKO BO3MOXKHO YMEHBIIUTh 3THUM CBOI0 THXKECTb,
OH TOAHSJICA Ha CPEeAHIOI IepekyaafuHy. OnATh YTO-TO
XPYCTHYJIO, U HECKOJbKO BHHTOB BBLIETEJI0 U3 IIETeb.
Heprau 3akauvasicsi ¥, BIMUBIIUCH MaJbIlaMHd B CTEHy, 3a-
Mep, OXHAasg, YTO BOT-BOT OH IIOJIETUT BMECTE C PaMOIO
BHU3.

Teneps ocTaBaJioCh caMoe TpPY/HOEe: HAJ0 OBLIO 3aHe-
CTH HOTy Ha BEPXHIOID IEPEKJIAINHY, Pa30M OTTOJIKHYTHCA
U YXBaTUTbCA 32 BBICTYNl CJIIYXOBOTO OKHA, KOTOpOe OBLIO
yoKe TIOUTH PALOM.

Horu [lepraua HampyXUHWJIUCH, Majblbl, TOTOBbIE
MEPTBOU XBATKOHW B3allENUTHCA 34 BBICTYI, IIMPOKO PACTO-
nelpwinck. «Hy, — nogymai on, — mopal..»

W oH pBaHyscs ¢ GBICTPOTOI0 3Me€H, IOYYBCTBOBABIIEH,
YTO KTO-TO HACTyIWJ el Ha xBocT. Paznmancs CcUIbHBIN
TpecK, U COpBaHHAasA TOJYKOM paMa Hayajga MeAJIeHHO IIa-
JlaTh, BBIIEpPTUBas CBOEH TsXKECThIO IIOCJIEeIHUE, elle
He BbUJIETEBIIINE BUHTHL.

N [leprau, 3amos3amoImuil yxKe B CJIYXOBOE OKHO, YC-
JIBIXQJI, KaK OHa TIJIyXO IUTIOXHYJIach B 3adyaBKaBIlee 00-
JIOTO.

BribpaBmivch Ha uyepsak, Jleprau Opocwyics K BBIXOJI-
HOU naBepu. Ho efBa TOJIBKO OH TOJIKHYJ JBEpb, Kak IIO-
HsJI, YTO OHA 3aKpbITa CHapy:KU Ha 3aCOB U OH OIATH B3a-
MepTHU.

OH Jier TOrZa Ha MBUIBHYIO 3€MJIAHYIO HACTUJIKY... Ka-
JKeTcs, BIEPBBIE 3a BCE TOJbI OECIPHU30PHOCTH IOYYBCTBO-
BJ, YTO CJIE3bl OTYAsSHUS BOT-BOT TOTOBBI OPBI3BHYTH U3
€ero Iyas.

Mexay TeM TpecK COpBaBIIeMCS pamMbl BCTPEBOXKUII
HaJIETYMKOB. BHU3Y MOCIBIIIAINCE TOJIOCA.

— OH BbIOpOCHIICS B OKHO, — TOBOPIJI Tpad.

— On pgywmasn, HaBepHO, 4TO BBIILIBIBeT. Hy, oTTyzna
He BblIILIbIBellb! UYyBcTByemnb, Kakasg IOAHAJIACH BOHB?
ITO pacTpeBOKEHHBIN OOJIOTHBIH ra3 MOAHUMAETCA. ..
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— A Kax Xe Telepn?

— UYrto «kak xe»? IloToHysn, Tyzma emy u zopora. f xe
H caM Iocjae JAOIpOca XOTeJ €ro I0 3TOMy »Ke IyTH OT-
IIPaBUTb.

XIX

Majso-nomany k [leprauy, NOHABIIEMY, YTO HaJIeTUU-
KH €ro CYWTAlT MOTUOIIMM, Hayajga BO3BPAIIAThCSI COB-
ceM OBbLIO yTpaueHHAsI HAZIEeXK/1a Ha CIIaceHHe.

C paccerom Xpsamng u rpadp wucuednu Kynaa-to. Jleprad,
*BOCITOJTb30BABIIINCH UX OTCYTCTBHEM, HCIPOOOBAT BCE CIIO-
coObl BBIDBAaTbCA M3 CBOEH TEMHHIIBI, HO JBEpPb ObLIa
Kpellko 3amepTa CHapyKd U He I0JjlaBajlach HUCKOJIBKO.
Pa3zobpars ke KphIILy ObUIO TOXKE HEUEM.

IIpomen eme AeHb. Jleprad OBLI TOJOEH W H3MYy4eH.
3a 3TO BpeMs OH CBEJI TOJBKO KYCOK xJieba, CIJIydaitHO
OCTaBIIWMCcA B KapMaHe, J1a BBIIWI JIB€ IPUTOPIIHU BOJBI,
[IpOCAYMBABIIEHCSA 4Yepe3 INeIb KPBIIK BO BpPEMS HOYHOTO
AOXKAs.

Ha Tperuii meHp HaneTyuku BepHyauch. OHU OBUIH
YeM-TO PaZl0OCTHO BO3OYKEHBI.

— TI'saBHOe, — pacckaspiBasl XpdIll, — CTapUK IIOKa-
3bIBaeT MHe OOpBIBOK (ororpaduu, a caM TOBOPHT:
«MaIbUUIIIKA U30pBajid, HA TpaBe TOJBKO IOJIOBUHY Ha-
mesn». f Tak 4yTh He moOACcKO4YMI. «Bce paBHO, — TrOBO-
pio, — JaBaiiTe XOThb MOJOBUHY». W korzma nanm s emy obe-
IIAHHYIO [IATEPKY, TAK OH YyTh HE 00aJIJIeJT OT PaZiOCTH.

— 3Hauurt, ceroaHs!

— Cerogusa. Jlomanp s y»Ke [0CTajl... MBI €r0 BBIOKOM
Harpy3uM © IlepeBe3eM CI0Jla, 3aTeM HOYBIO BCKpOEeM,
U KOHYEHO.

Bcxkope o6a ymunn.

«CeroHA OHM TIPUBE3YT YTO-TO, BEPOSTHO CTAJIbHOU
SIMUK, U OyayT B3JIAMBIBaTh, — MoAyMas [leprad, BCIOM-
HUB IIPO BUJIEHHbIE WM BHU3Y WHCTPYMEHTHl. — A IIOTOM
ckpooTed... A A uro? Heyxenu MHe ocraHeTca Tak IIPoO-
mactb ¢ rojoay?» M Jlepray, coBepilieHHO 00OecCUJIEHHBIH,
Jler Ha 3eMJII0 U, IIPUKOPHYB, KaK MBIIIOHOK, K CepOH IbI-
JIY, BIIAJI B KAKOE-TO MOJIy3a0bIThE.

OnomMHWICA OH y)Ke K Beuepy, KOI/a YCJ/bIIajl BHU3Y
maryu. « BepHysimnch», — nogyMas OH.

Ho maru nHa »sTOT pas OBUIM Kakue-TO Kpaaylluecs,
HeyBepEeHHbIe, TOYHO KTO-TO IIOCTOPOHHHH THXOHBKO, HAa
LBITTOYKAX TPOOHpPAETCs IO KOMHATAM.
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Jeprau mopros3 K ABepU W 3aIVIAHYJI B IIejb. Y BXO-
Jla HUKoro He ObwIo BuAHO. OH mOMOXkAan. OUATH IOCTIBI-
IaJNCh IIar¥, W KTO-TO BBINIeJ Ha KPBLIBIO, OCTOPOKHO
03Upasch U, IO-BUAUMOMY, cCOOMPasACh 6eKaTh MPOYb.

—  Amxka, — xpukHyn BApyr [eprau, 3amara-
Biuch. — fAmka! f 31eck... 37ech, 3a1epT Ha YepaKe...

Yepes muHyTY f1ka 6611 y3Ke OKOJIO JIBEPH.

— Jleprau, — OTBeTWJI OH B3BOJIHOBAHHO, — 3/l€Ch OT-
IlepeTh HeJb3fA... OTPOMHBIM 3aMOK BHCHUT U Bechb 3apiKaB-
JIEHHBIH. .

Jeprau moxonus Ha BOJYOHKA, TOJIBKO YTO 3alepToro
B KJIeTKy. OH /iepraJi iBepb, 3/IHICA U Kycasl cebe TYOBHI...

— Ckopee Hazmo, OHM ceHYac BEPHYTHCS JIOJIKHEL...
Yro, He BeIXOZWUT? Hy, mocraHb TOra MHe CHHU3Y BepeB-
Ky, A [0 CTapoi JOpore CHyIIych, a Thl MEHsS B OKHO BTf-
Helllb...

flmka cOeras 3a BepeBKOH U TIpocyHysn ee Jleprauy
B IIeJb JBepu... BepeBka Tyro mposiesasna, U moka /leprau
MPOJIEpPruBajl ee, KOPOTKO pacckazan flimke mpo Bce, 4To'
CJIy4UJIOCH.

— Hy, Temepp... 6eru B GOKOBYI0 KOMHATY U JKIH, KaK
51 HA4UHY cIIycKaTbes... ITocToi!

PeGaTra B3nporHynm... [me-To Hepjajeke 3apikaia Jio-
majb...

— Dberun... — mennysn /Jleprad, ,— OHH BO3BpAIlAIOTCA...
bern B MmWIuMIuIO, CKa)XM, YTO 3/€Chb B3JIaMBIBAIOT AWK
Xpsamy u rpad, O6aHAuTEL.. CKa)ku, 4TO K paccBeTy OyzeT
yIKe IMO37HO... Beipyuait, fAmka...

W fAmka, ckaTUBIIUCH C JIECTHHUIIBI, Bpe3ajici B KYCTHI,
He OCTaHaBJIWBafACh, MAaxHYJ DPYKOH  IIpUTaUBIIEMYCs
Banpke... U, HeB3upasd Ha BETBU [lepeBbeB, OOJIBHO XJie-
IIylIye JIMIO, IlepellyraHHble pebsATa mo0exaau K Me-
CTEUKy.

XX

EnBa Jleprau ycmesn TpoJepHYTh K cebe dUepe3 IIeJib
TOJICTYI0O BEpPEBKY, KaK K JOMHUKY mozomiesn rpad u Xpsi,
JIEPKABIIHH y3/Iy HABbIOUEHHOH JIOIIAH.

Tskes0 Tomas HOTaMM, HAJIETYHKH BHECIU HeGOJIBIION
KBaZ[paTHBIM TpeMeT B KOMHATHI, U II0 TOMY, KaK TsIKEJIO
CTYKHYJIOCh 4TO-TO 00 mos, /Jleprau moramajicsa, 4YTO 3TO
HECTOPAEMBIH AIIUK.

3ateM B NIpOJOJKEHHWE BCEH HOYM BHU3Y ObLIA CJIBIII-
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Ha BO3HfA, CKPpUI U KAaKOe-TO IIUIIeHbe, IOXOXKee Ha IIyM
Pa30XKEHHOTO IPHUMYca.

OueBUIHO, [1€JI0 TOABUTAJIOCH MEJJIEHHO, IOTOMY YTO
HECKOJIBKO pa3 CHU3Y JIOHOCWIHCh OTYasHHbBIE pyTaTelb-
CTBa.

Hacryman paccBeT, a moMollp Bce He MIPUXOAWIA.
N Tenepp yxke Jlepraua He CTOJIBKO 3aHMMaja MBbICIb
O TOM, CKOpO JIM €My HpPHAETCs BBIOPATHCS, CKOJIBKO Cy-
MeeT JIM TPUOBITH BOBPEMsA MWJIHIIUA U 3aXBaTUTh IPO-
kinAaToro Xpsia, TMpexkae YeM HaJeTYNKH  B3JIOMAalOT
AIIUK U CKPOIOTCA OTCIO/1A.

PaymocTHble BOCKJIHMIIAHUA, Ppa3faBIIMEC CHU3Y, IOJI-
ckazanu Jleprady, 4TO HaKOHeIl-TO SAMIUK BCKPBIT. Ilocie-
JIOBJIO HECKOJIPKO MHUHYT MOJYaHHSA W TOPOIUIMBOA BO3HH.
BHusy, HaBepHO, pacCMaTPUBAJIH COZIEPKUMOE AIIHNKA.

— Y, xxapko... I B3BMOK Bech, — cKazay Xpsil.

— VY MeHA TOXe fA3BIK UyTh He pacTpeckaicd... IIo#-
JIM Ha KJTI0Y, IPUHECH BOJIBI.

Ho Xpsm, oueBHAHO, MO COOOpaKeHUSIM, Ka3aBIIUMCS
€My JOCTaTOYHO BECKUMU, OTBETHUIL:

— Bort eme! Yero s oguH Mouay... UJieM BMECTE... a IO-
TOM cpasy ke, He Tepsid HH MHUHYTHI, 3a0epeM BCe U CMO-
eMcs, a TO JIONIA[U, HABEPHO, XBAaTUJIUChH YKE...

— Bowumbesa, kak Obl s He 3abpan Bce ga yoexxan? —
HacMelUIuBo crnpocwi rpad. — Hy jagHo, MONUIA BABOEM
MTUTbD.

B menp /leprau yBuzes, Kak OHH IIOCIENIHO HalpaBU-
JINCh K OMyIIKe W ucYe3n B Kycrax. «Ceduac BepHyTCH,
3abepyT Bce, UTO OBLIO B SIIUKE, W MCUE3HYT, — IOAyMas
Heprau. — U omate Xpsamy OyzeT Ha cBobome, U OMATH
BeuyHO 0olicA W JApOXKH, KaK Obl OH He MOMaJicA Ha TBOEM
mytu. Ix! Jla uero ke He UAYT HAIITU-TO! »

W BHe3amHO Jiep3kas MbICJIb IIpUIIa B TOJIOBY [ep-
rayva.

— A, Xpam! — mpomrentan oH. — ThI Bcera TOJABKO U
3HAJI, YTO OUTH J]a KOJIOTUTH MEHS, Tl XOTeJ COPOCUTH MEHS B
6osoto... Ilorogu ke, Xpsam! Msl c¢ TobOOH ceruac
packBuUTaeMcs.

OueBUZIHO, KaKadA-TO TropsAdYKa OmbsgHWIa J[leprava, mo-
TOMYy YTO MpeXAe OH, TPeINeTaBIINA IPU OJJHOM YIIOMH-
HAaHUW WMeHHW Xpslla, HUKOrJa Obl He PENIwIcs Ha TaKou
PUCKOBAaHHBIN IIOCTYTIOK.

OH OBICTPO CIYCTHJI BEPEBKYy H3 CJIYXOBOTO OKHA IIO
OTBECHOH CTEHE... 3aKpenus OJWH KOHel 3a CToJIO,
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MIO/I/IEP’KUBABIIIUI KPBIILY, U CKOJIb3HYJI [0 BEPEBKE BHMUS.
OuyTUBIINCh HAa TOJAOKOHHHKE OOKOBOM KOMHATKU, OH
CIPBHITHYJI U, BbIOEKaB B COCEMHIOID KOMHATY, KPEMKO 3a-
XJIOMHYJI TSIKEIYI0 JBeph W 3a7BHHYJI ee Ha KeJIe3HBIH
3aCOB.

«ITompobyiiTe-ka, mobepuTech CrJla TEMEPh!» — B3JI0-
PaZiHO TOAYMas OH, OTJIAJBIBASs KPEIKHE DEHIeTKH BbIXO-
IAIIUX K JIECY OKOH.

Emy Buanbl OBUTH HaJIETUYMKH, BO3Bpamjamoliuecs o06-
paTHo.

OH Bcran 3a ABepblo. Ha KpbUIbIlE IOCIIBIIAINCH INIa-
ru. /IBeps B37jporuya. Baaporxysa ere pas.

U ToTUac ke CHapy:KH pa3Jiayioch O3JI00JIEHHOE U B TO
JKe BpeMsl UCITyTaHHOE BOCKJIUIIAHUE:

— Yro 3a uept! Tam kTO-TO 3amepcs.

Torma /[leprau KpUKHYJ U3-3a JBEpDU C HeCKpbHIBae-
MBIM 03JI00JIEHHBIM TOPKECTBOM:

— Xpsl... Tel, cobaka, XoTes 6pocuTh MeHs B 60J10TO!
Kupatica Teneps cam Tyzma ot 3ioctu! S He orompy Tebe,
U Thl HE TOJIyYUIIb HUYErO M3 TOTO, UYTO €CThb B CTAJIbHOM
SITUKE.

I'poxoT BBICTpesia, pazjaBmuiicda B OTBeT... U IIyJd,
IIpOHM3aBIIAsA JBEPb, He cMyTwiau [epraua, mb6o oH mpe-
JIyCMOTPUTEJIBHO BCTAJI 32 KAMEHHBIH ITPOCTEHOK.

—  OrtkpeiBail Jyuine, cobaumii cbIH! — 3apeBenu
B oauH rosioc rpadp u Xpsm. — OTKpbIBail, MHaue Bce
PaBHO BbJIOMaeM JiBepb!

B orBer Ha 3TO /[leprau 3axoxoTays KaK-TO HeeCcTecT-
BEHHO TPOMKO OT BO30YK/I€HUS.

OH 3HaJ HaBepHAKA, UYTO HAJIETUYUKHU He MOTYT TOJIbI-
MM DPYKaMHu BBLJIOMAaTh JiBepb, IIOTOMY YTO BCe HX HHCT-
PYMEHTBl OCTJINCh B JOMHKe. EMy BaKHO OBLIO BBHIUT-
paTh BpeMs U 3a/lep>KaTh OaHAWUTOB, IIOKa He IpUJET IIO-
MOIITb.

Brpyr oH ymas kaMHeM Ha IIOJI, [IOTOMY 4YTO Tpad,
IIPOKPaBUINCh C /JPYrOd CTOPOHBI, IPOCYHYJ PYKYy C pe-
BOJIBBEPOM B peIlleTYaTOEe OKHO.

Jeprau moAmosn3s BIUIOTHYIO K creHe. Pyka rpada ko-
peXXuiach, CTapasch H30THYTHCA HACTOJIBKO, YTOOBI JIO-
cTaTh myJsei Jlepraya.

[Tynsa mpoHW3asa TOJ Ha YeTBEPTh OT Hero. I'pad ue-
pe3 Ccwiy HM30THYJ pPYKy elle W OIATh BbIcTpesma. Ilyns
Io/IBUHYJIach K [leprauy eme Bepika Ha iBa. Ho pyka
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rpada ObUIa He pe3WHOBAsA, W OOJIbIIE OH HE MOT ee H30-
THYTb.

Torga rpad OTCKOYMJI OT OKOIIKAa W 3abekas 3a yro,
OYEeBUIHO, HATyMaB JAPYroH IJIaH.

Bocmosip30BaBIIUCh 3TUM MOMEHTOM, Jleprady IIMBIT-
HyJl B OOKOBYIO KOMHATKYy, OKHO KOTOPOW BBIXOJMJIO Ha
6oJ10TO.

31ech OH OBLTT B CDABHUTEIHLHOH 6€30I1aCHOCTH.

— Ho mouemy ke Hamwm He UAYT? — ¢ OECHOKOMCTBOM
MpoIIenTay OH. — Beab O4YEHB-TO MOJTO s HE CMOTY IpPO-
JiepKaThest. XPsIIl 3K YTO-HUOYb /1a BBITyMAeT...

B ToM, uto XpsAIl yKe YTO-TO BBIAyMAaJ, OH yOemusics
yepe3 HeCKOJILKO MUHYT, IOYYBCTBOBAB 3allaX TapH.

OH BBICYHYJICSI B COCEJHIOI0 KOMHATy W YBUJIEJ, YTO
Ha TIOJy TOPAT KJIOYKKM HAaOpPOCAHHOTO uepe3 PEIIETKY ce-
Ha. OH XOTeJl 3aToNTaTh, HO TOTYAC K€ OTCKOUHJI, IOTOMY
YTO IyJisl yAapwjach B KaMEHHYIO CTeHYy, HeJaJIeKO OT €ro
TOJIOBHI.

«A Bemp coxryr! — B crpaxe mnoayman Jleprau. —
Bynyr 6pocaTh ceHO, moka He 3aroputrcsa mnos. Ho mouemy
’Ke He U/IyT Ha ITOMOIIb MUJTUITHOHEDPHI?»

OueByzHO, XpAIl] XOpOIIO 3HaI, uTto AenaeT. Cpenu
anmnaparoB, NMPUBE3€HHBIX HAJETYMKAMHU JIJIS B3JIOMa IIKa-
da, HaxoguwIHMCh roproumue Kujakoctu. [lmams, moOpaBIIHCh
10 HUX, 3a0ylIeBasio cpasy C yAeCATEepeHHOU CHJIOW, pac-
IUTBIBASICh TI0 TIOJIy M PACIPOCTPAHSA TsKEIBbIH, YAYILIH-
BBIH JBIM.

«IIpoman! — mnomyman, 3aawixasce, [leprau. — IIpo-
majg coBceM». JIpIM Jie3 B TJia3a, B HOC, B TOpJo. losioBa
Jlepraua 3akpyXwjach, OH 3allaTajicd W IPUCIOHUIICS
K CTeHe.

«ITponasn coBceM...» — IOAyMaJl OH ellle pa3, y>Ke COB-
CeM Tepsisi CO3HAHUE.

KosieHu ero mopgkoCWJINCh, M OH yHaJ, YK€ He YCJIbI-
IIaB, KaK 3arpoxoTajid IO JieCy BBICTPEJIBI TIO/IOCIIEBIINX
U OTKPBIBIINX OTOHb MUJIHITHOHEDPOB.

XXI

IIpocuysncss J[leprau B OonbHuIle. W TepBoe, Ha YTO
OH o00paTusg BHHUMaHHE, — B5TO Ha OKPYKAIOIIYID €ero
OenusHy. bBenble  cTeHbl, Oesble  TOAYIIKH, Oesble
kpoBaTu. JKeHImmHa B 0ejJioM XajaTe IIOAONIIA K HEMY
U cKasaja:
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— Hy, Bor m ounynca, mumibii! Ha-xo, BbIEHd BOT
3TOTO.

U, cnabo mpumogHUMAasich Ha JIOKTe, Jleprayd CIpoCHT:

— A rge Xpamr?

— Cou... cum... — OTBeuasa eMy Oeyias JKeHIIMHA. —
Byznp criokoeH.

CJyI0BHO CKBO3b COH Bues Jleprad KakKOro-To uejgOBeKa
B OYKax, B3SBIIIETO €r0 32 PYKY.

BhLIO CHOKOMHO, TEIJI0 M TUXO, a IJIaBHOE — BCE KpPYy-
rom Takoe Oesioe, uuctoe. OT YEPHBIX JIOXMOThEB U Tepe-
MMAYKaHHBIX CAXKEI0 PYK HE OCTAJIOCH U CJIE/IA.

— Cnou! — eme pa3 ckasana emy skeHmuHa. — CKOpO
BBI3/TOPOBEEIIIb U y3Ke CKOPO Teleph OyAeIb 1oMa.

N Jleprau — MajieHbKUH Opojsira, TOJBKO OTPOMHBI-
MM YCUJIHUSIMH BOJIM BBIOMBIIMHCA C TMYTH HAJIETYUKOB Ha
TBEPAYIO JOpPOTYy, — 3aKpbUIl TIJla3a, IIOBTOPSS UyTh
CJIBIIITHBIM I1enoToM: « CKOpo oMax.

Yepes nenp fAmka wu Bajmbka ObUIM Ha CBUJAAHHHU
y Hepraya. O6a oHU OBLIM OJETHI B OTPOMHBIE XaJIaThl,
mpudecaHbl W YMBITBL. Jleprau yJbIOHYJICS UM, KHBHYB
XyZA€HbKOHN, OCTpPMKeHHON rosioBoi. CHavyasia Bce IIOMOJI-
Jajyd, He 3Has, KaK HayaTh PasrOBOP B TaKOW HEIPUBHIU-
HOM 00CTaHOBKe, IOTOM fIIKa ckasaJr:

— Jleprau! BerzzmopasnuBaii ckopeii. I'pad apecrosaw,
OH oOKazajca HactosamuM rpadom. OHU BBIPBUIH IO
MajibMON SIIIHUK, CIPATAaHHBIA cTapbiM rpacdoM IIepes] TeM,
Kak OexkaTb K OesbIM. B sIInKe MHOTO BCAKOTO A006pa ObI-
JIo, HO M3-3a Tebs BCE ycCIleJIM 3aXBaTUTh HAIIA MHUJIUAITHO-
Hepbl. ThI BBIXOU CKOPEH, BCe MAJIBUMINKH OyAyT Taby-
HaMH 32 TOOOU Terepb XOIUTh, IOTOMY UTO ThI Tepoii!

— A Xpsm rae?

— Xpsig youT, KOTia OTCTPETUBAJICA.

— Jleprau, — HecMesI0O cKa3an Baspka, — a TBOHUX
JIOMAIlTHUX 10 OOBABJIEHUIO pPas3bicCKaIH. M Tebe XJI0MOUyT
nuoHepbl Owier. A Bonk kiansercs Tebe Toxke. OH OueHb
JII00uT Tebs, Jlepray.

Heprau B3goxuysn. Ilo ero ymsiTOMy, OJegHOMY elife
JIMITy pacIUIbIach XOpOIIas JeTcKas VJAbIOKa, W, 3aKpbI-
Basd IJ1a3a, OH CKa3aJsl paioCTHO:

— U xak XOpOIIIO CTAHOBUTCS JKUTh...
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